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New Perspective on Chinese Ceramics Unearthed in Okinawa of the 14-16¢c
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ABSTRACT: A large quantity of East Asian ceramics was introduced to Okinawa in the Gusuku Period.
The major component, Chinese ceramics of the Late Medieval period (l4e-16¢) has heen studied in terms of
the classification and chronology: however, they need to be reconsidered in light of new information and re-
cent excavations. This paper attempts to re-organize and analyze Chinese celadon and white porcelain, re-
ferring to the latest studies. As a result, celadon could not be classified exhaustively, but white porcelains
are be divided into two major production groups, Fujian (%) kilns and Jingdezhen (Ffli#4) kilns. Tt
is also noted that the quantity of excavated white porcelains of the former kiln group surpasses the latter

throughout the Gusuku period.
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