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A Stone Anchor Found Underwater Near the Anchi Beach in Sesoko Island, Motobu-cho
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ABSTRACT: The Center for Buried Cultural Property in Okinawa has been carrying out a survey of
coastal site distribution from 2004 to 2009, supported by a financial aid from the Ministry of Culture.

In the course of the survey in 2004, a stone anchor was found in the ocean near the Anchi beach in
Sezoko Island, Motobu-cho. The anchor was half-buried in the sand floor of 3m underwater, about 20m
south of the Anchi beech wharf where the coral reef forms an inlet. An underwater survey was carried out
from August 31 to September 2 in order to take measurements before retrieving the anchor. The anchor
1s a rather small type, 76.5¢m long and weighing 29kg. The joint part 1s 11.5em wide and 1.5em thick, and
the center part is 17.5cm wide and l4em thick. Though the surface is finished roughly, the anchor as a
whole is carefully and thoroughly made. The stone material seems to be andesite, A similar type of stone
anchor has been found over a wide area, from Vladivostok of Russia to Palawan Archipelago of the
Philippines, as well as northern Kyushu. The Anchi beach specimen also belongs to the same type, and is

probably a local copy. Two other similar anchors of the same type have been found in the Okinawa main

1sland.
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