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Preliminary Survey of Excavated Dugong Bones

MORIMOTO Isao

ABSTRACT: Together with the Ryukyvu wild boar and sea turtle, the dugong has long been utilized in the Rvukyu
archipelago as a food resource and also as a raw material for various bone tools. Therefore, it is important to
investigate the relation between Ryukyu people and the dugong.

The excavated specimens of dugong bone are compiled here in order to chart the chronology and distribution of its
use. The data shows that dugong hones were found as food debris in sites spanning from the Early Jomon until the

premodern periods, but the worked bones were made and used only from the Late Jomon to the Gusukis period.
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