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Springs and Streams ; Criteria for Selecting Habitation Sites in the Prehistoric Okinawa Island
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ABSTRACT: Prehistoric sites in the Okinawa island tend to concertrate either on sand dunesg or coastal terraces. The
principal criterion for selecting such habitation sites was their proximity to the sea, inasmuch as subsistence at that
time was dependent mainly upon lagoon resources,

The physical environment of these sites also shows another important factor, access to a supply of fresh water.
Prehistoric Okinawa people utilized two types of water sources, spring and streams. The former is concentrated in
the central and southern part of Okinawa Island, and the latter is more common in the northern district of same. Such
distribution occurs due to the geological nature of each area. The former is characterized by a limestone terrace over

the impermeable Shimajiri laver. and the latter is characterized by high cliffs aand deep valleys along the coastline.
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