T HEALER D0 &R %R

New Classification and Chronology of Shimotabaru Type Pottery

FA RE

KISHIMOTO Yoshihiko

ABSTRACT: The classification of Shimotabaru type pottery of the Neolithic Southern Ryukyu(Miyako and Yaeyvama
islands)period has been proposed several times. However.the insufficient number of the specime and their limited
distribution have prevented a deeper understanding of the type. A new.,decoration-based scheme of classification is
presented hererevealing the chronological development of the pottery. The overall trend is that the decoration

changed from linear pattern to dotted pattern, and later, all such markings gradually disappeared.
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