i = ST A B i H Bk o) 8 B B

Turtleback Tomb of Modern Ryukyu:A Study of Historical Records on Tomb Construction

ot 4k
KAWAMOTO Tetsuya

ABSTRACT: The object of this research paper can be expressed as one simple question: In comparison
with other prefectures, why are the Okinawa tombs much larger in size? The turtleback tomb, one of
the largest tomb types in Okinawa, is widely known to have been imported from China since the Modem
period; however, there have been few studies made on the period of its adoption and its diffusion process
in the Okinawa prefecture. This paper analyzes the histerical records on tomb construction and discusses
the background of this tomb type, focusing on the reorganization of the Modern feudalism in the late

17th century, the period in which the turtleback tomb had first appeared in Okinawa,
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