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Bead-ornaments of Gusuku and Modern Periods

RER
KISHIMOTO T akemi

ABSTRACT: The bead-ornaments excavated from the sites in Okinawa, Miyako and Yaeyama archipel-
ago are compiled in this paper to show some localities of bead types. On the other hand, the quantity
of excavated beads, as well as the site characteristics, differs between Gusuku and Modern periods. Also,
a concentration of bead- ornaments in the ‘uganjyo(worship shrine)’ can be seen both in the settlement
sites and in Gusuku(castle)sites. The bead-ornaments should hava had an important function In rituals,

according to the folklore data and the descriptions in  “Omoro-sosi”
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