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Stone Carpenter Kurobee Living at Tomari of the Shiwaku Islands and the Gateway to the
Hachiman Shinto Shrine at Kawanoe

By Tetsuya Kashiwa

The gateway of Shinto shrine (torii) was originally made of wooden and it was since the end
of the 17th century that stone toriis generalized. Because of being built in the first half of the 17th
century and able to identify the producer, the works made by "Kahei Kino" have been paid to attention
when examining the circulation of stone toriis and the spread of the technique of them before
generalizing.

This time, we were able to confirm in the Hachiman Shinto shrine at Kawanoe city a work
of Kurobee, the apprentice of "Kahei Kino", which was built about the middle of the 17th century.
Moreover, we were able to confirm the change of a form of toriis in the first half of the 17th century
in the coast of the Seto Inland Sea by comparing works of "Kahei Kino" with those of Kurobee. And
this finding suggests that there is a possibility that several works of Kurobee can still be confirmed

in the coast of the Seto Inland Sea.
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