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Greetings

Under the nickname “Nabunken,” the Nara National Research In-
stitute for Cultural Properties is widely known as an institution en-
gaged in the interdisciplinary and comprehensive research of cultural
properties. These activities contribute significantly to cultural heritage
research, both nationally and internationally, and to the conservation,
restoration, maintenance and utilization of our cultural assets. They
also result in a variety of international academic exchanges and as-
sistance projects. Furthermore, we work with the Cultural Heritage
Disaster Risk Management Center to protect cultural properties from
disasters and to rescue them when disasters occur, as when the Noto
Peninsula Earthquake struck in January 2024.

The social situation has changed considerably in recent years when
it comes to the preservation and utilization of cultural properties, with
Nabunken now expected to play a greater role as a national center of
both basic and applied research. In 2022, we summarized the current
situation and the issues we face in NABUNKEN MVS 2022 (Mission,
Vision, Strategy). This policy document outlines the importance of
synthesizing research from various fields in a well-balanced way that
generates new knowledge and value. For a long time, Nabunken has
developed by incorporating “natural sciences” like restoration tech-
nologies, analysis, and environmental studies into a research program
centered around the “humanities,” principally history and archaeol-
ogy. Going forward, we believe it will be vital not only to develop
these fields further but also to apply the scalpel of science to social
effects produced by efforts to preserve and utilize cultural properties
and cultural heritage in order to promote research into “social sciences”
that incorporate expertise in the management for sites of historical and
cultural significance.

Nara was once home to the Asuka, Fujiwara, and Heijo Palace sites,
with its subsequent history representing a process of transformation
and cultural transmission. While focusing on the uniqueness and di-
versity of this history and culture, we consider that it is important to
strive to approach the comprehensive research of cultural properties
from a perspective that champions these “Nara studies.”

We sincerely hope you will offer us your warm support and coopera-
tion from here on too.

Independent Administrative Institution National Institutes
for Cultural Heritage
Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties

MOTONAKA Makoto, Director General
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Outline of the Institute

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties is an
organization committed to comprehensive research on cultural heritage.

Nara is an ancient capital, known as “Nanto” (southern capital),
and because a wealth of ancient architecture and historical works of art
survives, researching these materials in comprehensive fashion was the
reason for the Institute’s establishment. Subsequently, triggered by the
question of the Nara palace site’s preservation from the 1960s the Insti-
tute has advanced full-scale excavation and research of palaces and other
remains at both the Nara and Asuka/Fujiwara districts. The results of
these efforts have been utilized both domestically and internationally
in research and in academic exchanges regarding the development of
ancient capitals.

Also, efforts have been focused on protecting precious sites and ar-
tifacts throughout Japan and across the world, and on' research related
to the preservation, conservation, and management of cultural proper-
ties, which serves as the basis for utilization of these materials.

In addition, training programs for cultural properties specialists at
regional public organizations and for researchers from abroad, and
joint research with foreign and domestic institutes have been carried
out in abundance.

Further, disseminating volumes of diverse information about cul-
tural properties through a variety of databases available on the Internet,
and by publicly displaying research and excavation results at the Nara
Palace Site Museum, Fujiwara Palace Site Museum, and Asuka Histori-
cal Museum, are vital tasks for the Institute.

Recently, cultural properties are being damaged almost yearly by
major earthquakes and floods. The Institute is accordingly providing
relief for these afflicted cultural properties, such as the rescue of dam-
aged heritage, and surveys of the harm and considerations of counter-
measures for sites like tombs with decorated stone chambers that have
suffered severe damage to their mounds and are at risk of collapse.
From 2020, we are actively working on disaster prevention for cultural
properties in cooperation with the Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk
Management Center, a division of the National Institutes for Cultural
Heritage, with its administrative office set up within the Institute.
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National Research Institute for
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History of the Institute

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties
(Nabunken) was founded in 1952 as an auxiliary organization of
the National Commission for Protection of Cultural Properties
(now the Agency for Cultural Affairs), with a view to conduct-
ing research on cultural properties. At the time of its inception,
Nabunken was composed of three research divisions, specializ-
ing in art, architecture, and history, as well as a General Affairs
Division. Subsequently, the problem of preserving the Nara and
Fujiwara Palace sites led to the inception of the Division of Heijo
Palace Site Investigations (1963) and the Division of the Asuka/
Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations (1973). The Asuka Histori-
cal Museum was also established in 1973, prompted by a Cabi-
net decision made in 1970 as part of the governments efforts to
preserve the cultural properties of the Asuka area. Furthermore,
as a measure to cope with the problem of buried cultural prop-
erties resulting from infrastructure development, the Center for
Archaeological Operations was established in 1974.

In the 21st century, central government ministries and agencies
were reorganized as part of a package of administrative reforms
implemented by the Japanese government. Tokyo National Re-
search Institute for Cultural Properties and Nara National Re-
search Institute for Cultural Properties (two research institutes
affiliated with the Agency for Cultural Affairs) were also merged
in April 2001 to form the Independent Administrative Institu-
tion (IAI) National Research Institutes for Cultural Properties.
Furthermore, the Independent Administrative Institution Na-
tional Institutes for Cultural Heritage (NICH) was then formed
in April 2007 through the merger of the IAI National Museums
and the TAI National Research Institutes for Cultural Properties,
with Nabunken also becoming part of this body, as it still is today.
Also, the secretariat of the Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk Man-
agement Center (a body established within the NICH headquar-
ters) was installed in Nabunken in 2020, with Nabunken pro-
moting cultural heritage disaster prevention initiatives in tandem
with the Center.

In 2024, Nabunken was restructured as outlined in its policy
document NABUNKEN MVS 2022 (Mission-Vision-Strategy).
In 2025, the Institute is celebrating the 50th anniversary of the
Asuka Historical Museum. Perhaps most significantly, this year
marks the conclusion of the five-year period outlined in the me-
dium-term target period (2021-2025) produced by each NICH-
affiliated institute and the beginning of efforts to formulate the
sixth plan for the period from 2026 to 2030. As such, 2025 is a
critical year in which the Institute will reflect on its activities over
the past five years and chart its course for the coming term.

o0
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M April 1952

The Institute was established as an auxiliary organization of the National
Commission for Protection of Cultural Properties, with a General Af-
fairs Division, Historical Research Division, Architecture Research Di-
vision, and Art Research Division, at Kasugano-cho, Nara.
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H July 1954

The Institute was officially named the Nara National Cultural Properties
Research Institute.
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H October 1960

The office for the Nara Palace Site (Heijo) archaeological investigation
was opened at the site.
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M April 1963

Formation of the Division of Imperial Palace Site Investigations (Heijo).
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M June 1968
Establishment of the Agency for Cultural Affairs. The Institute moves
under its umbrella.
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M April 1973

The Division of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations and the Asu-
ka Historical Museum were established. The Institute’s Accounting Sec-
tion was also established.
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W April 1974
Addition of the Department of General Affairs and the Center for Ar-
chaeological Operations to the Institute.
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MW March 1975

Opening of the Asuka Historical Museum in Okuyama, Asuka Village,
Nara Prefecture.
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B April 1980

The Division of Imperial Palace Site Investigations (Heijo) and the Cen-
ter for Archaeological Operations moved to the new location, while the
Art Research Division became a part of the Research Center for Bud-
dhist Art in the Nara National Museum.
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A new headquarters building was built for the Division of Asuka/Fuji-
wara Palace Site Investigations at Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara, Nara pre-
fecture.
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M April 2001

The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Nara, was
granted the status of independent administrative institution.
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M April 2007
It became the Independent Administrative Institution National Insti-
tute for Cultural Heritage, Nara National Research Institute for Cul-
tural Properties.

W20184 FRE 306 A HJune 2018
TGN T Ak T Construction of the new Nabunken Headquarters building completed.
W20205F HAI2E 108 W October 2020
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An office of the Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk Management
Center (established within the NICH headquarters) was opened
in Nabunken.
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W April 2024
Reorganization of Nabunken: sections merged, new sections es-
tablished, some renamed, administrative divisions reorganized.
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Department of Planning and Coordination

The Department of Planning and Coordination is responsible
for the comprehensive planning and coordination of research-re-
lated projects conducted by the Nara National Research Institute
for Cultural Properties, and for promoting public utilization of
the results. In addition, it fosters the collection and dissemination
of information as a national center for research related to cultural
properties conservation, and provides expert cooperation and ad-
vice to national and regional public institutions while also coor-
dinating joint research projects with them. The cooperation fur-
nished in the operation of the Agency for Cultural Affair’s project
for preserving and utilizing the murals of the Takamatsuzuka and
Kitora tombs, as well as for the Nara Palace Site Historical Park’s
guidance facility, Heijokyu Izanai-kan, is one good example.

For the execution of these projects, the Department divides its
duties among the following five Sections.

The Planning and Coordination Section is responsible for
the planning and coordination of training programs for cultural
properties personnel and others, thereby linking the Institute’s
research results with improvements in the level of archaeologi-
cal excavations and cultural properties conservation conducted by
regional governments and other organizations throughout the na-
tion. Also, in recent years, the Section is editing the peer-reviewed
journal, Nabunken ronso : papers of Nara National Research Insti-
tute for Cultural Properties.

The Data and Information Section maintains and enhances the
Institute’s database system, and gathers, maintains, and provides
data and materials related to cultural properties to all levels of
people domestically and abroad. It is also promoting the multi-
lingualization of the Institute.

As the Institute’s international interface, along with planning
joint research with China and Korea, the International Coopera-
tion Section operates and manages academic exchanges, technical
training, and cooperation with the various countries of Southeast
and Central Asia.

‘The Exhibition and Public Engagement Section distributes the
results of Institute research to the public and explores new meth-
ods of exhibition, principally through enriching the exhibitions at
facilities such as the Nara Palace Site Museum.

‘The Photography Section, along with taking photographs re-
lated to the research activities of every department of the Institute,
is involved in the production, management, and development of
new technology for photographs related to cultural properties.
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Victor Chabai, Director of the Institute of Archaeology under the
Ukrainian National Academy of Sciences, Speaking at the Interna-
tional Symposium The War and Ukrainian Archaeological Heritage
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Night Sight Museum at the Nara Palace Site (Physical
Markers Showing the Scale of the Great Thanksgiving
Ceremony Hall in the Eastern State Halls Compound)
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Department of Cultural Heritage

The Department of Cultural Heritage has four sections, the
Historical Documents Section, the Architecture and Archaeologi-
cal Features Section, the Cultural Landscape Section, and the Sites
Management Section, through which it conducts specialized and
comprehensive research with regard to cultural materials such as
historical documents and other written materials, historic struc-
tures and groups of traditional buildings, cultural landscapes, and
archaeological sites and historic gardens.

The Historical Documents Section creates catalogues and pho-
tographic records of ancient documents and other written mate-
rials and historical materials found at major temples, primarily
in Nara and around the Kinki region. It also researches mokkan
wooden tablets and other written materials excavated from the
imperial palace sites and other sites across the country alongside
historical documents related to the imperial palace sites, for ex-
ample, with the results of this research transmitted throughout
Japan.

The Architecture and Archaeological Features Section conducts
research on historical architecture and examines restorations of
remains uncovered during excavational investigations. It also
collects, organizes, and publicizes materials related to historical
architecture, traditional architecture, and archaeological features.

The Cultural Landscape Section conducts fundamental re-
search on cultural landscapes and also collects and organizes in-
formation on cultural landscapes taken broadly from both do-
mestic and foreign fields of view.

The Site Management Section conducts research for planning
and management projects for the proper administration and con-
servation of various historical sites. It also carries out research re-
lated to the history of Japanese gardens and for their conservation

and restoration.

EREGRAROREE
Historical Documents Section: Investigation of the Daijosai-related wooden tablets (mokkan*) found at the
Second Block, First Ward, Third Row Avenue, Left Capital of Nara Capital



10

HZEFRDRE| 4 Role and Organization of the Institute

BRI FEHEFE SR (FiHX)

HOW P CPHX) CTlid. 242 X3
H 8 BE L b B Gk S T B AR RS R &
AA 274 =) P, PR FREOFRAN 78 %
BIZhoTwEd,

PHERTIE, SR & o TR & 72 AR
Ze P EHE E LT BRIE ISR T 2 T H IS
HEINFE Lz I CEEAR & 72 o 72 EE RS R
LC. PFIREIE 710 ~ 784 4E D 75 4E . SR I 7%
HHE LTHREL E L7z F XIS, HADHEAHE
RELTRBELBIZHZ T3,

FEPR AT, EWIRFEO BB oA 513
2N AR 2 X COLIFDO N & DMl o 72 T8RRI
S e SAOEMASHEL T3, 4RI, HER
BSERT A FREHoOEWIELE T [T
DIEFFE] EMHENZFLTT, 29 LS
HY O KGR A7 2 B FEITHAER, HRE
ROHEDPEAL T LKRFZFHESPIIL, 20
BREDP DR TARITREBE LTV LD
72O EEZTHET,

THRER=S%—_IFOREAE ERHS)

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations (Heijo Division)

The Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Heijo
Division) is engaged in research on the Nara capital site and tem-
ples, with the Nara palace site, a designated Special Historic Site
inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List, as its main field.

The Nara capital was built following the Fujiwara capital as
Japan’s second full-scale Chinese-style capital city laid out on a
regular street grid. In contrast to Fujiwara, which was abandoned
after a short period, the Nara capital functioned as a genuine capi-
tal over a 75-year span, from 710 to 784. Without doubt, this is
the period when Japan fully emerged as a state based on rizsuryo
(codified law).

During excavations, in addition to discovering features of
buildings and other structures, beginning with mokkan (wooden
documents) an abundance of artifacts such as pottery and roof
tiles used by people of the time are recovered. Artifacts are espe-
cially diverse at the Nara palace site, where the Imperial palace
and government offices concentrate, and for this reason it is called
a “subterranean treasure house.” We believe our mission is to ac-
cumulate steadily the results of detailed research on these arti-
facts and features, clarifying thereby the manner in which Japan
matured as an ancient state, and disseminate the output in easily

understandable form to society at large.

Excavation of the Second Block, First Ward, Third Row Avenue, Left Capital of Nara Capital (view from the southeast)
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Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations
(Asuka/Fujiwara Division)

The Asuka/Fujiwara region of Nara prefecture, extending from
the village of Asuka to the city of Kashihara and a portion of
Sakurai City, was the historic setting for the emergence of the
ancient Japanese state, and served as the political, economic, and
cultural center from the end of the sixth to the first part of the
eighth centuries. Even today a variety of archaeological remains
lie dormant beneath the ground, including imperial palaces and
the residences of elite families, the sites of temples including Asu-
kadera, the oldest cloistered Buddhist temple in Japan, plus the
earthen podium of a water clock, the remains of tombs, and a
workshop complex for the production of craft items. Also, in the
northern half of this region lies the Fujiwara capital, built on a
rectangular grid spreading out five kilometers on a side around
the Fujiwara palace, located at the center of the capital and con-
taining the emperor’s residence, along with halls where ceremo-
nies of state were conducted.

At the Asuka/Fujiwara Division, through the excavation of
these sites, interdisciplinary investigations are conducted with
the aim of reconstructing a concrete historic image of the ancient
state. In addition to making these results widely available through
public viewings and guided visits at excavations, publication of
research results, and exhibitions at the Fujiwara Palace Site Mu-
seum, the Division is also dealing with the preservation of these

sites and their public utilization.

AHEENERTDHEE
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BEU. CORBHOXBEDRREMBZESESHICUIE (BRLS).

Excavation of the East Sector of the Ishigami Site: An object known as the Mt. Sumeru stone and a pair of stone
figures were famously found in the east sector of the Ishigami site. Researchers detected post-in-ground walls
constructed between 650 and 700 CE, revealing the architectural features of the southeast corner of the site at

the time (view from the southeast).
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A pigment map of the Snake image from the Kitora Tumulus mural
paintings of the twelve zodiac animals (mercury distribution)

Center for Archaeological Operations

Along with conducting practical research regarding investiga-
tive methods for cultural properties, the Center for Archaeologi-
cal Operations spreads this technology through training, and by
providing advice and cooperation.

The Conservation Science Section carries out investigations
and research regarding the preservation of cultural properties, and
conducts practical research to develop techniques for the preser-
vation and restoration of excavated items based on their materi-
als and structure, and for elucidating the mechanisms of their
deterioration.

The Environmental Archaeology Section carries out investiga-
tions and research aimed at establishing research methodologies
regarding the reconstruction of past environments. It also contin-
ues to carry out the collection, and making publicly accessible, of
modern-day specimens that are the basis of this research.

The Dendrochronology Section conducts research on the ap-
plication of dendrochronology to the fields of archaeology, his-
tory, and the histories of art and architecture.

The Site Investigation Methodology Section compiles and
makes publicly accessible databases on archaeological sites and
traces of past natural disasters, and conducts research based on
geological data and so forth on the technology for investigating
cultural properties as well as for the surveying of archaeological
sites, etc., in order to enhance the quality of site investigation and
research, and the efficiency of archacological excavation, through-
out Japan.

In addition, the Center is publishing the latest research topics
and results through CAO NEWS.
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Department of Research Support and
Promotion

The Department of Research Support and Promotion has been
put together as a managerial organization to conduct the opera-
tions of the Institute, and enable each research division to realize
the positive and motivated performance of its distinctive investi-
gative and research activities. Comprised of the Administrative,
Financial Strategy, and Environmental Maintenance Divisions, it
carries out the vital function of promoting in smooth and posi-
tive fashion the tasks of investigative research, training, exhibi-
tion, and public presentation, etc., on the basis of firm links with
each research division and center.

The Departments duties consist of the management of the
administration and day-to-day operations of the Institute, of
evaluation and regulation, and of public promotion of its proj-
ects, which in concrete terms includes the managerial accounting,
general affairs, and publicity for projects conducted with govern-
ment subsidies for management, research grants, and diverse
funds received from the Agency for Cultural Affairs, the Minis-
try of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism, plus regional
governments, shrines, and temples, etc.; in addition, the building
engineering and maintenance work and disaster prevention mea-
sures for various facilities including the Heijo and Fujiwara office
buildings, the Nara Palace Site Museum, and the Asuka Historical
Museum; the international cooperative work for cultural heritage
preservation in China, Korea, Cambodia and other Asian coun-
tries; and the logistics of specialist training for cultural properties
personnel of regional governments and other organizations.

At present, the Department conducts the spring and autumn
public lectures for broadcasting the results of the Institute’s inves-
tigations and research, the Tokyo lecture, the publication of those
research results and the dissemination of information through the
Institute’s website, and the management etc. of the volunteers
who provide explanations at the Imperial Audience Hall, Suzaku
Gate, East Palace Garden, and the Nara Palace Site Museum of
the Special Historic Site Nara Palace.

ATFEDHNE (2018F3 B5EMH)

Exterior view of the office building (completed March 2018)
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International Academic Exchanges
Related to Research and Protection
of Cultural Properties and Heritage

The Institute is currently conducting the following exchange
programs: (1) a comparative research and academic exchange re-
lated to ancient capital sites with the Institute of Archaeology, Chi-
nese Academy of Social Science; (2) a joint investigation with the
Archaeological Institute of Henan Province, China, of the Huang-
zhi/Baihe kiln sites in the city of Gyongyi; (3) a joint investigation
with the Archaeological Institute of Liaoning Province on materials
such as the artifacts from the Lamadong cemetery related to the
culture of the Former, Later, and Northern Yan; (4) comparative
research on the formation and processes of development of ancient
Japanese and Korean culture, and exchanges on excavations, with
the National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Korea; (5)
investigative research and preservation projects with the Authority
for the Protection and Management of Angkor and the Region of
Siem Reap on the Western Top site, plus personnel development;
(6) as a project entrusted to the Institute by the Agency for Cultural
Affairs, the transfer of archaeological technology with the National
Museum of the Republic of Kazakhstan regarding the research,
recording, and preservation of archaeological artifacts (completed
in fiscal 2021); (7) a technology transfer project with the Interna-
tional Institute of Central Asian Studies of the Republic of Uzbeki-
stan on the scientific research of archaeological heritage (begun in
2022); (8) joint research with several institutes in England relating
to the dissemination abroad of information on Japanese archaeol-
ogy; (9) research exchanges on character image search systems, etc.,
with Taiwan’s Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica;
(10) an expert exchange program concerning the protection of cul-

tural properties damaged in the war in Ukraine.

e

The completion of reconstruction and restoration work at the Central Sanctuary of Western Prasat Top, in the Angkor

site group, Cambodia (view from the east)
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Publicizing the Results of
Research Activities

The Institute publicly displays its research and survey results
through the Asuka Historical Museum, the Nara Palace Site Mu-
seum, and the Exhibition Room of Fujiwara Palace Site.

Every spring and autumn, the Institute also organizes public
lectures at the Nara Palace Site Museum in which its researchers
present the results of their investigations and surveys. In addition,
the Asuka Historical Museum also holds events and invites special-
ists, from both within the Institute and from the outside, to give
lectures in association with special exhibitions of the museum.

At excavations it conducts, the Department of Imperial Pal-
ace Sites Investigations provides opportunities for the public to
observe the results of their investigations by holding open site
viewings (guided visits).

Publications issued by the Institute making these research and
survey results publicly available include its academic journals,
annual reports, compendia of historic materials and other basic
data, anthologies of miscellaneous papers, illustrated guides and
catalogs of exhibitions, and newsletters from the Institute and
from the Center for Archacological Operations.

Website of the Nara National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties

The Website provides information on public events such as ex-
hibits at public facilities, open lectures by Institute researchers,
and public site viewings at excavations, plus information about
the Nara palace site, columns by researchers, and so forth.

In addition to providing a variety of information about cul-
tural properties, through 35 databases and other materials such
as high definition digital images, efforts are being made at widely
circulating the Institute’s research results, through full access to
a portion of its publications placed in a research information re-

pository

=B @ =R
ol (kR
X {t B i
W % o
; SE T
SEM W D 202:’
% !...: T
2024 EEDTHTY

2024 fiscal year publications
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Asuka Historical Museum

This is a museum with a historical focus, which was established
in 1973 and opened in 1975 at Okuyama in the village of Asuka,
based on a Cabinet decision made in conjunction with special
legislative measures aimed at preserving the historic features of
the Asuka region. Its regular displays feature the Asuka period
and region, centering on the results of investigations conduct-
ed by the Institute, and holds special exhibitions roughly three
times a year. The standing exhibits present a variety of materials,
starting with designated Important Cultural Properties such as
stone carvings of a male and female image and a representation
of Mt. Sumeru, plus items recovered from the Takamatsuzuka
tomb, as well as materials found at the Asukadera, Mizuochi, and
Asuka-ike workshop sites, and the dismantling project for the
Takamatsuzuka tomb. Also, there are detailed replicas of stone
objects of Asuka in the shape of a tortoise and monkeys, placed
on the museum grounds to recreate the atmosphere of an ancient
garden.

In addition to the above, the museum’s appeal is being en-
hanced with efforts such as the provision of original souvenirs
and the enrichment of its website.

The Asuka Historical Museum’s Tumuli Mural Paintings Sec-
tion researches wall paintings found in tomb mounds in Japan
and overseas. Furthermore, at the behest of the Agency for Cul-
tural Affairs, it helps with the day-to-day management and ad-
ministration of the Center for the Preservation of Kitora Tumulus
Mural Paintings (located within the Asuka Historical National
Government Park) while also providing support for the exhibi-
tions of the mural paintings and other special exhibitions, etc.
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BRER F2BTE)
Regular exhibit (Exhibition room No.2)
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thematic exhibitions.
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Nara Palace Site Museum
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The Nara Palace Site Museum (opened in 1970), located in the northwestern part of the Nara palace site, is not only an exhibition facility for dissemi-

nating various investigation and cultural property research results of the Institute, it is also significant as the site museum serving as the western gateway
facility to the grounds of the Nara Palace, a Special Historic Site. The Museum has also been maintaining its permanent exhibition and organizing several
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When Emperor Shomu Ascended the Throne : The 1300th

Anniversary of Emperor Shomu’s Enthronement

ﬁﬁiﬂ_ﬂz Fujiwara Area qziﬁﬁiﬂ’,lz Heijo Area

BREMENE

Fujiwara Palace Site Exhibition Room
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The Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Asuka/
Fujiwara) opened this exhibition room within the Institute to in-
troduce its research findings concerning palaces, temples, and tomb
mounds throughout the Fujiwara Palace/Capital and Asuka region.
The process of building Fujiwara, the appearance of the completed
capital, the way of life of the residents, and conditions following
the move of the capital to Nara and so forth, are explained through
displays of artifacts, models, and panels.
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Persons unafhiliated with the Nara National Research Institute for
Cultural Properties may use its library materials as long as this does
not interfere with the Institute’s investigations and research.

The Library currently holds approximately 360,000 volumes, as
well as issues of roughly 5,000 journals, related mostly to cultural
properties, beginning with reports on excavations and on repairs to
historic structures.
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Photography course for
documenting cultural
heritage

2024 FE

Training/Guidance and Education

Training and Guidance for Cultural Proper-
ties Specialists

In order to promote the preservation and utilization of cul-
tural properties and improve its services for the public good,
the Institute conducts training with the aim of upgrading the
quality of personnel in charge of cultural properties at regional
public organizations. In FY 2024, the Institute organized 13
specialized training courses (see the list of FY 2024 cultural
properties specialist training courses). Most of the training
takes the form of lectures, but training is also conducted that
incorporates field surveys and practical skill sessions. Further-
more, the lectures for some courses were posted online, with
lecturers also visiting local areas to deliver talks. 60 training
days were also held, with 329 participants attending in total.

Each Department/Center of the Institute cooperates with
local governments and related organizations by providing
guidance and advice regarding excavations, the processing and
preservation of excavated artifacts, the preservation of features,
the management of such remains, and so forth, in response to
requests. The major cooperative projects for FY 2024 are listed
in the accompanying table. In addition, in response to requests
from the Agency for Cultural Affairs, local governments, and
related organizations, the Institute engages in collaborative
work on or undertakes the conduct of excavations, the pres-
ervation of archaeological sites and artifacts, surveys related to
the maintenance or public presentation of archaeological sites,
prospection of subterranean archaeological features, analysis of
faunal remains, and dendrochronological dating, etc.

BASthOEN - BEWEFICEHTHIEE - HH—8 @rozwezicesio)

Guidance/Cooperation Related to Sites/Structures throughout Japan, 2024 Fiscal Year
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Training/Guidance and Education
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Training Courses for Cultural Properties Specialists, 2024 Fiscal Year
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Collaborative Education with Kyoto Univer-
sity (Graduate School)

As adjunct faculty with Kyoto University, Graduate School
of Human and Environmental Studies (Department of Cultur-
al Coexistence, in the field of Studies of Cultural Heritage un-
der the Course on Cultural, Regional and Historic Studies on
Environment), the five Institute researchers of TAMADA Yo-
shihide (Archaeology), SEINO Takayuki (Archaeology), BABA
Hajime (Historical Documents), YAMAZAKI Takeshi (Envi-
ronmental Archaeology) and WAKIYA Soichird (Conservation
Science) provide guidance at the Institute to graduate students
specializing in cultural heritage studies, in addition to conduct-
ing their separate lectures, seminars, and practical training.

In the 2024 fiscal year, a total of 6 students received research
guidance, with 2 admitted to the master’s program and 4 to the
doctoral program.

Collaboration with Nara Women'’s University
(Graduate School)

As adjunct faculty with Nara Women’s University, Graduate
School of Humanities and Sciences (Department of Compara-
tive Culture, Cultural History Course), IMAI Koki provides
instruction on “East Asian Archaeology,” JINNO Megumi on
“Historical Archaeology,” and KUWATA Kuniya on “Wooden
Document Studies,” with all three giving research guidance to
the eight students currently enrolled in the doctoral program
(Imai: 1 student; Jinno: 1 student; Kuwata: 6 students).

Each of these courses gives graduate students the rare oppor-
tunity to engage directly with the Institute’s research, including
examining archaeological features and artifacts recovered at the
Nara Capital and Nara Palace sites as well as comparative stud-
ies with artifacts from across East Asia, offering an educational
experience found nowhere else.

Educational Cooperation for Nara University

Pursuant to the 2012 “Agreement on Educational Coopera-
tion between the Nara National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties and Nara University,” Uchida Kazunobu, Nakajima
Yoshiharu, Wakiya Séichird, Obayashi Jun, Edani Keiko and
Takahashi Chinatsu gave lectures during the second term of the
2024 Cultural Property Landscape Studies course (15 lectures
in total). Lecture topics included: the history and key prin-
ciples of historic site maintenance as well as project flows and
technological frameworks; the science of historical site conser-
vation; areas adjacent to the Nara palace site; the preservation
of townscapes; the preservation and utilization of scenic spots;
and the investigation and utilization of cultural landscapes.



