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Political bases around Heian-kyo: Shirakawa, Toba-dono, Hojaji-dono and Uji
Sugimoto Hiroshi (Kyoto University of The Arts)

1. Expansion of Heian-kyo

The late Heian period, which began roughly in the second half of the 11th century, is characterized by
the formation of multiple urban areas around Heian-kyo by influential persons such as In, ex-emperor
and Sekkan family or regents and chief advisers to an emperor. However, the formation of urban areas
in the areas adjacent to Heian-kyo had begun earlier. For example, Omuro, which borders the
northwest of Heian-kyo, and the area between Higashikyogoku-0ji and the west bank of Kamogawa
River.

After Emperor Uda founded Ninna-ji Temple in Omuro in 888, four temples (Shien-ji) were built as
imperial prayer temples, starting with Enyu-ji Temple which was built by Emperor Enyt in 983, and
in 1130, Taikenmon-in Fujiwara no Tamako, the Empress Consort of Emperor Toba, built Hokongo-in
Temple, with a vast garden and pond, at the foot of Mt. Goisan, slightly south of Omuro. There is no
doubt that an urban area was formed in the Omuro district, including these temples and their
associated facilities. Shien-ji became the family temple of each emperor, and a tomb was also built there.
Hokongo-in Temple also has the tomb of Taikenmon-in built on the summit of Mt. Goisan. The area
developed as a place with strong ties to the imperial line of Emperor Uda.

The area bordering Heian-kyo to the northeast, between Higashikyogoku-0ji and Kamogawa River on

Heian period, and development of this area began, and in the mid-Heian period, villas for aristocrats
began to be built there. Fujiwara no Kaneie's Nijo- Kyogoku-dono was located north of the end of Nijo-
0ji and east of Kyogoku-0ji. Kaneie converted it into a temple in 990 and named it Hoko-in Temple. In
1022, his son Michinaga built the huge Hojo-ji Temple, measuring four blocks square across the

Kyogoku-0ji street to the east of his main residence, Tsuchimikado-dono. A north-south road was built

Buddhist ceremonies related to the Fujiwara regents were frequently held, and Hojo-ji Temple was the
place where Michinaga died. This area had a strong connection to the Fujiwara regents. Unlike the
expansion of Heian-kyo, the formation of urban areas around Heian-kyo in the late Heian period was

formed at a certain distance from the city.
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Although it is reasonable to agree that these places were politically charged due to the powerful persons
who built them, we will leave aside the question of whether they had the political cohesion to be called
political bases for the time being, and will explain them one by one below.

2. Shirakawa

Shirakawa is located east of Heian-kyd across Kamogawa River, in other words, in the Oto area. It is
sandwiched between Kaguraoka to the north and the Higashiyama mountain range to the east, with
Shirakawa River flowing out from there. Around the southeast of Shirakawa is Awataguchi, which
serves as the entrance and exit point from the eastern provinces. Shirakawa-in, a villa that had been
in operation since the mid-9th century under Fujiwara no Yoshifusa, was established here. This
Shirakawa-in was presented to Emperor Shirakawa by Fujiwara no Morozane, and construction of
Hossho-ji Temple began in 1075. After that, constructions continued through those related to the
imperial line of Emperor Shirakawa, such as Sonsho-ji Temple (1102), a temple requested by Emperor
Horikawa and second only to Hossho-ji Temple in size with two five-story pagodas, a seven bays, four-
sided eaves main hall with a kanjodo hall and Kutai-Amida Hall, Saisho-ji Temple (1118), with its two
pagodas requested by Emperor Toba, Ensho-ji Temple (1128), with its three pagodas, commissioned by
Emperor Toba's Empress Taikenmon-in Tamako, Josho-ji Temple (1139), requested by Emperor Sutoku,
and Ensho-ji Temple (1149), requested by Emperor Konoe. These are the so-called Rikusho-ji Temples.
Shirakawa was not the only place where many temples and shrines were built, including Tokuchoju-in
Temple with its Sanjusangendo Hall, which houses 1,000 life-size Kannon Bodhisattvas donated by
Taira no Tadamori at the request of Emperor Toba, Kongosho-in Temple at the request of Emperor
Toba's Empress Bifukumon-in Fujiwara no Tokuko, and Fukusho-in Temple, which features an eleven
bays, four-sided eaves Kutai-Amida Hall and a three-story pagoda and also serves as a tomb at the
request of Emperor Toba's Empress Kayanoin Fujiwara no Yasuko. There is also Shirakawa Minami-
dono (Izumi-dono) built by the retired Emperor Shirakawa in 1095 as an imperial palace. This imperial
palace was originally the temple of Daisojo Kakuen, and in 1114, a Kutai- Amida Hall was built within
the palace. Furthermore, in 1117 and 1122, a pagoda was built for the memorial of Emperor Shirakawa,
and in 1130, Kutai-Amida Hall and a pagoda were built. Minami-dono, with its three pagodas and two
long buildings housing Kutai- Amida Halls, came to be known as Rengezo-in Temple. To the north of
this southern hall was Shirakawa Kita-dono (1118), famous as the main battlefield of the Hogen
Rebellion. It is believed that there were also many aristocratic residences in Shirakawa. Shirakawa
reached its peak during the Toba Insei period, and its size is thought to be about 1.5 km from north to
south and 1.2 km from east to west. Within this area, the town was laid out in a grid system similar to
the jobo grid system. The main road was the end of Nijo-0ji on the east-west side, and the street called
"Ima Suzaku" that passed west of Sonsho-ji Temple on the north-south side. In particular, the end of
Nijo-0ji was lined with imperial palaces and temples along the road, and the road meets the western
main gate of Hossho-ji Temple on the east front. It is easy to imagine that it was in a rather imposing
landscape. The road joins Hosshojinishi-6ji, which passes in front of the Nishidaimon Gate of Hossho-
j1 Temple, and if you turn south, you will reach Awataguchi.

The most representative facility in Shirakawa is Hossho-ji Temple. The temple grounds are 2 cho (about
250 m) from east to west and more than 2 cho from north to south, with a garden pond in the center
and a huge main hall with seven bays, four-sided eaves, multi-layered skirt and a 3 jo 2 shaku
Vairocana Buddha as its central image to the north. Corridors extend from the left and right of the
main hall, turning south on each side and attaching a sutra repository and a bell tower at the end.
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Enryu-ji of Motst-ji Temple in Hiraizumi, this is the Buddhist Hall that is thought to have been the
basis for the temple. On an island in the garden pond stands an octagonal nine-story pagoda housing
the esoteric Buddhist Five Wisdom Buddhas. Although the height of this pagoda is from a later
reconstruction, it still boasts a height of 27 jo (about 81 m), and has been one of Kyoto's tallest structures
up to the present day. In addition, behind the main hall were the lecture hall, the Yakushido Hall, and
the Godaido Hall, and to the west was the Hall with eleven bays and four sides eaves housing nine
Amidha Buddha statues. This was the largest group of buildings throughout the Insei period.

The Daijo-e held at Hossho-ji Temple was combined with the Saisho-e in spring and the Hokke-e in
autumn, both held at Ensha-ji Temple, to form the Hokkyo San-ne, and the Tendai monks who served
as lecturers at the three Buddhist sermon assemblies were appointed as Sogo. In addition to these,
national events such as the Gohachi-ko, Daijo-e, and Sanju-ko were held, and ceremonies and constant
chanting of the Buddha were held in each Buddhist Hall. An esoteric Buddhism Hall was placed at the
center of the temple to protect the nation, and private Buddhist ceremonies for salvation, such as those
seen in the Amida Hall, were also held. In addition, the Kechien Kanjo ceremony was held at Sonsho-
j1 Temple, and the Sho-kanjo Ajari was appointed as Sogo. Hossho-ji Temple appears to have been the
religious center of Kyoto, and it is said that many monks and laypeople lived in Shirakawa. Pagodas
were built not only at Hossho-ji Temple but also at other temples, and Shirakawa was a royal religious
city with an overwhelming landscape of huge Buddhist halls with rows of tiled roofs and a forest of

pagodas.

3. Toba-dono

Toba-dono was built where the road extending south from Suzaku-oji street meets the triangular delta
where Kamogawa River and Katsuragawa River join, and where Toba-tsu is located. It is about 4km
south from the ruins of Rajomon Gate. Construction began in 1086 as the Imperial Palace after Emperor
Shirakawa abdicated, and construction continued for about 70 years until the Toba Insei period. It is
about 1km north to south and 1.3km east to west, and the southern half has a vast garden pond that
stretches 880 m east to west and 660 m north to south. The palace buildings were built from the west
bank to the north bank.

The first construction seems to have started from Minami-dono, followed by Kita-dono, Baba-dono, and
Higashi-dono (including Izumi-dono). In 1101, Shokongo-in Temple, which houses an 18-meter-tall
Amida Buddha statue, was built in Minami-dono. This was the first hall in Toba-dono. The ex-Emperor
Shirakawa built three pagodas in Higashi-dono. A three-story pagoda was built in 1109, a two-story
pagodain 1111, and another one built the following year for a memorial service. This three-story pagoda
became the tomb of the ex-Emperor Shirakawa. In 1129, the emperor passed away at the west building
of Sanjo-Karasuma Nishi-dono. His remains were temporarily stored at Korya-ji Temple near Ninna-ji
Temple, and in 1131, as per his will, he was buried in the three-story pagoda of Toba-dono. The west
building of Sanjo-Karasuma Nishi-dono was moved to Tobahigashi-dono and became Jobodai-in Temple,
Kutai-Amida Hall, and a shinden was added. The tomb is made up of a tomb tower, an Amida Hall, and
a shinden.

During the Toba Insei period, construction of buildings and halls continued after Jobodai-in Temple.
As in the time of the ex-Emperor Shirakawa, many of these were built by the emperor's close aides and
subordinates. In 1136, Shokomyo-in Temple was built in the Kita-dono. This hall was based on the
Phoenix Hall of Byodo-in Temple, and Sutra Repository of Shokomyo-in Temple was also modeled after
the Byodo-in Sutra Repository. It tells of the close relationship between Emperor Toba and the great
Fujiwara no Tadazane, and was also a symbolic building that overcame the religious hegemony of the

regent family.
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In the following year, 1136, the Hall Anrakuju-in, which housed the Amida Triad was built in Higashi-
dono, and in 1139, the three-story pagoda of the main tower was built to the east of the hall. In 1145,
the eastern palace was built at Anrakuju-in Temple. The main tower of Anrakuju-in Temple was
modeled after the three-story pagoda that was the tomb of the ex-Emperor Shirakawa, and it consisted
of a tomb tower, an Amida Hall, and an imperial palace. In 1145, a nine bays, four-sided eaves Amida
hall and an imperial palace were constructed to the south of Anrakuju-in Temple. In 1152, Tanaka-
dono was built, and in 1154, Kongoshin-in Temple, the largest of the Tobadono temple buildings, was
constructed within Tanaka-dono. It is revealed by excavations that facing south towards the pond, a
large Shakado Hall measuring two bays by three bays with eaves and sub-eaves on all four sides stood,
and to the west of that, facing east towards the pond, stood nine bays, four-sided eaves Amida Hall,
with a small shinden connecting the two. In 1155, a hall was donated to Tanaka-dono, and in the "Taiki"
it is recorded as a "light hall."

In July 1156, Emperor Toba passed away at the Anrakuju-in Imperial Palace, and his body was placed
in the three-story pagoda of Anrakuju-in Temple on the same day. A new pagoda was built by the ex-
Emperor Toba to the southeast of the original pagoda within Anrakuju-in Temple around 1148, and
was planned as the tomb of Empress Bifukumon-in Fujiwara no Nariko. However, when Nariko passed
away at Shirakawa Oshikoji-dono in 1160, she was cremated at Anrakuju-in Temple, but according to
her will, her remains were interred at Fudo-in Temple on Mt. Koyasan. In 1155, prior to the death of
his father, the ex-Emperor Toba, and his mother, Bifukumon-in, the remains of Emperor Konoe, which
had been interred at Chisoku-in Temple in the north of Kyoto, were moved to the new pagoda in 1163
and used as a tomb, and so Toba-dono became the tomb of three generations of the retired imperial line
of the ex-Emperor Shirakawa.

The urban structure of Toba-dono is such that the North Tower Gate is located where Tsukurimichi
and Toba-dono Kita-0ji cross, and Tsukurimichi continues as a northsouth avenue within the palace,
running about 900m south through Toba-dono before reaching the South Tower Gate. Leaving the
South Tower Gate, one arrives at Toba-tsu. The layout of the city blocks is unclear, but parts of the
east-west and north-south streets have been excavated, and it is certain that the area is divided in a
square direction. The several imperial palaces and halls are laid out in an upside-down L shape along
the east of the north-south avenue and the south of the north avenue, with the inner corner serving as
a vast garden and pond. As it is written in the "Fusoryakuki,"that "Attendants, ministers, vassals and
subordinate servants were each given their own mansion and built their own building", the mansions
of the ex-Emperor‘s close aides and many other aristocrats, as well as the homes of related people, were
built around the ex-Emperor's palace, and there was a Mikuramachi area related to the ex-Emperor's
household affairs.

Unlike Shirakawa, which was centered around a group of temples where national ceremonies were held,
Toba can be said to be a group of facilities with a special character for the emperor's work, consisting
of a central area with the emperor's palace, halls for private ceremonies and tombs, and a peripheral
area consisting of lodgings and miscellaneous buildings for the aristocrats, as well as Mikuramachi,
where tributes from manors were collected.

Shichijo-6ji street to the end of Hachijo-Gji steet in the Ot district. Within an area of about 1km north
to south and 800m east to west, imperial palaces such as Minami-dono and Kita-dono, as well as
temples such as Rengeo-in Temple and Saishoko-in Temple, were built. This area is at the western foot
of the Higashiyama Hills, and the terrain rises slightly to the east. On either side of this high ground
(Kita-dono) to the north.

By the 12th century, this area had already been urbanized to a certain extent, and there were nobles'
residences and temples. It is said that over ten blocks of land were occupied to build the imperial palace,
Temple was built by the grand minister Fujiwara no Tamemitsu to pray for the soul of his daughter
Yoshiko, who was the consort of Emperor Kazan, but it burned down in 1032. As it is built on the site
of the burnt temple, the imperial palace is still called the Imperial Palace. In 1161, the ex-Emperor
Goshirakawa relocated the Nishinotoin-dono of Nakamikado, Fujiwara no Nobuyori, who was executed
after the Heiji Rebellion, to the site of Shinzei's residence that was burned down during the Heiji
Rebellion, and built Minami-dono, followed by the Kita-dono (West and East). The year before Minami-
dono was built, Kumano Gongen, one of Kumano Three Shrines in Kii Province, was enshrined there,
and the tutelary shrine Imakumano Shrine was built on the east bank of the vast garden pond to the
south, and Imahie Shrine was enshrined on the east side.
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In 1164, Taira no Kiyomori constructed Rengeo-in Temple, a hall of 1,000 Kannon statues, to the west
of Minami-dono. It was modeled after Tokuchoju-in Temple in Shirakawa, which housed 1,000 life-size
Kannon statues in Sanjusangendo, donated by Taira no Tadamori at the request of Emperor Toba. The
current Sanjusangendo was rebuilt in 1266. The ex-Emperor Goshirakawa began construction of the
new Hokke-do Hall, to the east of Rengeo-in Temple, as his tomb, but in 1176, his favorite concubine,
Kenshunmon-in Taira no Shigeko (mother of Emperor Takakura), suddenly died, and it was quickly
decided that the new Hokke-do Hall would be used as Kenshunmon-in's tomb. This led to the
construction of a new East Hokke-do Hall, the tomb of Emperor Goshirakawa himself, in the area of
the current Goshirakawa mausoleum. The relative positions of Minami-dono, Rengeo-in, and the tomb
are a little unclear, but the tomb of the ex-Emperor Goshirakawa is located to the east of Rengeo-in
Temple, and it is believed that the tomb of Kenshunmon-in is located to the north of that, forming a
north-south tomb space, with Minami-dono located to the south of that. The relationship between the
imperial palace, hall, and tomb is similar to that of the Toba Palace during the Toba period.
Kenshunmon-in, the younger sister of Kiyomori's wife Tokiko, built Saishoko-in Temple in 1173 on the
west bank of the vast garden pond that spreads south of Minami-dono. It seems that the Phoenix Hall
of Byodo-in Temple was used as a reference for the construction of this hall, as it is written in "Gyokuyo"
that "Kenshunmon-in will look at Byodo-in in the near future, and the hall will be built around it." It
is twice the size of the Phoenix Hall. To the south of this is Minami-dono of Saishoko-in, Kenshunmon-
in's palace.
perpendicular to it forming blocks, roughly following the grid pattern of Heian-kyo. However, the
direction is thought to be slightly eastward, based on the direction of Rengeo-in Temple. Yamato-oji,
which runs along Kamogawa River to Uji and Nara, runs along the western edge of Hojuji-dono.
Rokuhara

The area north of Hojuji-dono, from the west side of Toribeno to Kamogawa River, became the base of
the Taira clan, Rokuhara. It began in the late 11th century when Taira no Masamori built a residence
adjacent to Toribeno, the burial ground of the capital, and as his son Tadamori and grandson Kiyomori
rose to prominence, residences were built around Rokuhara. There was a main gate facing north at the
by a moat. Kiyomori's main residence, Izumi-dono, was located on the west side of the main gate, and
Joko-in Temple, where Masamori's tomb is located, was built nearby. You can learn about Ike-dono, the
residence of Kiyomori's younger brother Yorimori, Kadowaki-dono, the residence of Norimori, and

Komatsu-dono, the residence of Kiyomori's son Shigemori.
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The area stretches about 600m east to west and 500m north to south. In addition to Rokuhara, another
base of the Taira clan was Nishihachijo-tei in Sakyo. After Kiyomori was promoted to Minister of the

Interior, the area continued to expand, and many Taira residences were built along Hachijo-0ji street.

5. Uji

Uji is located halfway between Heian-kyo and the southern capital of Nara. It is about 15km from the
Rajomon Gate of Heian-kyo and about 9km south from Toba-dono, so it is quite a distance from Heian-
kyo. Northwest of Uji is a vast natural reservoir called Oguraike Pond, into which Ujigawa River,
Katsuragawa River, and Kizugawa River flow, and then flow as Yodogawa River through the narrow
gap between Iwashimizu and Yamazaki into Osaka Bay. Uji has a landscape of mountains and hills
stretching from east to south, Oguraike Pond stretching from north to west, and the Ujigawa River
running through it to the north. Kohata is about 4.5km north of Uji, at the entrance to Yamashina
Basin, and is where the Fujiwara clan tombs were located.

Due to its convenient transportation and beautiful natural scenery, Uji was the site of the construction
of aristocratic residences at the same time that the capital was moved to Heian-kyo. Since Fujiwara no
Michinaga sought a residence (Uji residence) on the banks of Ujigawa River at the end of the 10th
century, the relationship between the Fujiwara Sekkan family and Uji has been strong. This Fujiwara
residence in Uji is often recorded as "Uji-dono". "Uji-dono" originally referred to a specific residence,
but gradually changed to refer to the entire group of residences in Uji. At its greatest extent in the mid-
12th century, this "Uji-dono" extended over an area of about 2 km east to west and 0.8 km north to
south. Further south, in the mountainous area of Shirakawa, Konjiki-in Temple was built by Empress
Kanshi of Emperor Goreizei, and in Kohata, north of Uji, Jomyo-ji Temple was built by Fujiwara no
Michinaga and the Fujiwara family cemetery. The developments in Uji can be broadly divided into the
period from Fujiwara no Michinaga's acquisition of Uji villa to the construction of Byodo-in Temple
(phase 1), the group of waterside villas from the construction of Byodo-in Temple to the Shirakawa
Insei period (phase 2), and the group of urban villas formed during the Toba Insei period (phase 3).
The first period of Uji was centered on the Uji villa that Fujiwara no Michinaga acquired from the
widow of Minamoto no Shigenobu in 998, and it is known that there were residences of other nobles
nearby. In 1005, Michinaga founded Jomyo-ji Temple in Kohata. This temple was built to protect the
Fujiwara family tombs where Mototsune (who built the foundation for the prosperity of the Hokke
Fujiwara clan) and his parents rest, and to hold memorial services for their souls. From this point on,

Michinaga and many of his family members were buried in the Fujiwara family tombs in Kohata.
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In the second period, after Michinaga's death, Uji villa was passed down to his son Yorimichi, who
remodeled it into a temple in 1052. The Phoenix Hall, the first Amida Hall in the style of Horokaku
cabinet, was built the following year. Many other buildings and pagodas were subsequently constructed
by Yorimichi's children. Another notable facility along with the Phoenix Hall is the Sutra Repository.
The Sutra Repository was a large facility surrounded by corridors, and contained the entire sutra
collection, as well as a set of vermilion wares passed down to the head of the Fujiwara clan, and
furniture loved by Empress Fujiwara no Akiko, Emperor Ichijo. The key to the Sutra Repository was
kept by the head of the clan. A sutra collection was held in 1069, and it became an annual tradition.
The ex-Emperors Shirakawa and Toba also toured the sutra collection. Along with the Phoenix Hall,
where various memorial services were held, including those for the anniversaries of the successive
heads of the Fujiwara clan, it was an important facility for Fujiwara Sekkan family. This Phoenix Hall
and Sutra Repository would later become an example of Shokomyo-in Temple, which was constructed
in Toba Kita-dono.

With the founding of Byodoin Temple, many villas were built in Uji. The main ones are Ike-dono, where
Yorimichi died, Izumi-dono, which was used as the palace of Shijonomiya Hiroko, the Empress of
Emperor Goreizei, and adjacent to Ko-ogurazu, and Fuke-dono, which was built during Yorimichi's time
and burned down by arson in 1129, the year of the death of the ex-Emperor Shirakawa. Fuke-dono was
extensively renovated during the time of Kampaku, the chief advisers to emperor Fujiwara no Tadazane,
and was one of the main villas. All of these were built facing Ujigawa River or the banks of Oguraike
Pond, and boats were often used to travel to and from the capital. In addition, when the ex-Emperors
Shirakawa and Emperor Toba visited these villas, they often used boats from Toba-dono.

The third period begins with the burning of Fuke-dono, but this villa was not rebuilt after it was burned
down. Instead, a square block that was integrated with Byodo-in Temple began to form on the west side
across Yamato-oji from Byodo-in Temple, and villas began to be built in a concentrated manner. This
block is called the Uji Block. It is assumed that there would be around eight housing plots in an area of
around 280m on each side. Each plot is around 80-100m east to west, and some are longer north to
planning from the beginning, but rather the block was formed as the facilities expanded. It is recorded
that the main residences in this block were Ogawa-dono, the residence of Iichijo Masako, the mother of
grand Fujiwara no Tadazane, Komatsu-dono, the main residence of Fuke-dono and later Tadazane,
which also became the palace of Tadazane's daughter, Kayano-in Fujiwara no, who was the Empress
of Toba, and several secondary residences such as Nishi-dono were built in a concentrated area. In
addition, the fact that Buddha halls such as Amida Hall were built within these residences is similar
to Toba-dono.

It is thought that town houses were further developed around these secondary residences, and an urban
landscape was rapidly formed. It is worth noting that the Uji Block was a place where performances by
those in power were held. The diary separate entry of "Daiki" by Fujiwara no Yorinaga from 1153
records that on the way to Kasuga Shrine, a dignified procession paraded through the Uji district, and
was viewed by his father, grand Fujiwara no Tadazane, Empress Kayano-in Yasuko of the ex-Emperor
Toba, as well as other nobles and ladies-in-waiting. The Rikyu Festival, a festival for Rikyu Myojin
Shrine (now Ujikami Shrine and Uji Shrine), was also held in a grand manner using the main street of
this district. In the 12th century, Uji had the scenery of "Uji-dono," the powerful city of the Fujiwara
clan.

6. Characteristics of political bases around Heian-kyo

The urban areas formed around Heian-kyo mainly by powerful persons in the 12th century are linked
to the rapid changes in the political situation at the time, and are often difficult to grasp, but I would
like to summarize them by showing some of their characteristics.

Political bases or not?

First of all, what they have in common is that they are urban places and bases that could not exist
alone, as shown in the "huge urban complex" proposed by Kunikazu Yamada. Naturally, the powerful
persons such as In and Sekkan family who built them derived their power from their relationship with
the "Emperor," and it goes without saying that their relationship with the capital, where the "Emperor"
resides, was of utmost importance. Sekkan family, as well as In, naturally had many Imperial palaces
and residences in Kyoto.
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This was also the case for the Taira clan. For example, the ex-Emperor Shirakawa had nearly 20
Imperial palaces in Kyoto, including Rokujo-in and Oi-dono, and the Sekkan family had nearly 10
residences, including the representative Higashisanjo-dono, Tsuchimikado-dono, and Kayano-in.
Looking at the actions of the ex-Emperor Shirakawa, the relationship between Kyoto, Shirakawa, and
Toba-dono is clear. When it came to the appointment of new emperors, the ex-Emperor Shirakawa
would go from Toba-dono to the palace in Heian-kyo to make the decision, and it is said that most of
the discussions at In’s palace were held at the palaces in Heian-kyo. They were hardly held at
Shirakawa, and discussions at Toba-dono were held for matters related to the household affairs of the
emperor, such as visiting the palace and the Chokin-gyoko where the emperor visits his father, the
retired emperor, or the Issaikyo Kuyo-e (a memorial service for all Buddhist sutras) with summoning
the In-ji nobles. In addition, all the current nobles of Sekkan family lived in their residences in Kyoto,
and the head of the clan lived in Higashisanjo-dono, which was their symbolic residence. It was normal
for them to return to Uji for a day trip or for a few nights. The people who stayed in Uji for long periods
were not in official positions, such as grand Tadazane and Empress Dowager Shijonomiya Hiroko.
Current nobles were reluctant to be away from the capital. Although this was an era in which the heads
of the Imperial family, such as the Chiten no Kimi and the current master of Sekkan family, were
increasingly taking the lead in politics, the principle that political ceremonies were held in the capital
was maintained. It is a little difficult to immediately understand these urban areas established around
Heian-kyo as political bases.

If we summarize the characteristics of the urban areas around Heian-kyo from the perspective of a
huge urban complex, Shirakawa is a religious space that visualizes the relationship between the royal
family and Buddhism, Toba dono is a Kyoto’s outer palace and religious space that has the
that has a stronger political color than Toba dono and Uji is a religious space that is the symbolic side
business of Sekkan family. The basic political center is inherent in Heian-kyo itself.

Geographical and urban structure characteristics

Next, we will look at them from the perspective of geography and urban structure If we divide them
Uji that were formed to the south of Heian- kyo A distinctive feature of these three areas in the Kamoto
district is that they are all connected to Heian-kyo by the ends of east-west main streets, and these
ends of main streets are also the main streets of each district These are the end of N1ij0-0j1 in Shirakawa

streets in a grld system. Furthermore, major landmark facilities face these main streets. The strong
scenic impact of the nine-story octagonal pagoda of Hossho-ji Temple in Shirakawa and Sanjusangendo
of Rengeo-in Temple in Hojaji-dono are thought to have highlighted the individuality of the districts.
In the late Heian period, much of the Ukyo area of Heian-kyo declined, and residential areas were
concentrated in Sakyo, while the area between Higashikyogoku-6ji and the west bank of Kamogawa
River also became urbanized. In other words, while the ideal Heian-kyo existed, the actual Heian-kyo
Sakyo area extended to the west bank of Kamogawa River, and it is safe to say that there was no
difference in scenery between the inside and outside of the capital if one did not pay attention to
Higashikyogoku 0ji. On the opposite bank of Kamogawa River from this actual Heian kyo, the urban
Around this time, the term "Kyo Shirakawa" came to be used to refer to the capital, but the general
understanding at the time was that the entire area of the actual Heian- kyo Sakyo to the west and
capital. The collapse of Heian kyo and the transition to the new Kyoto were the establishment of the
so-called medieval city of Kyoto, and this is the area of Kyoto that continues to this day. The actual
Sakyo district of Heian kyo 1s best considered as an old city area that continued to follow the traditional
areas whose developments were led by the royal family, In and the Ta1ra clan.

As for Toba-dono and Uji, which are distant from Heian-kyo, they should basically be considered as
urban areas with a separate character, providing not only entertainment but also functions related to
private Buddhist ceremonies and household management. The halls of Tobadono are not primarily for
the emperor's wishes like Rikusho-ji Temples in Shirakawa, but are temples of the retired emperor and
are centered around the Amida Hall. Uji is also centered on the Amida Hall at the request of Sekkan
family. Its purpose was to hold private memorial services for the dead.
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Now, Toba-dono is similar to the Kamoto area in that the imperial palace and halls were arranged with
the Toba no Tsukurimichi road, which runs south from Suzaku-06ji, as the main road for the capital, as
a result of which fields and farmland stretch between the area and Heian-kyo, and the landscape clearly
separates it from the capital. Toba-dono was not a part of the capital, but a suburban-style imperial
palace. The trend of suburban-style imperial palaces like Toba-dono was inherited by Minase-dono of
the ex-Emperor Gotoba. Uji was far from Heian-kyo and was hardly influenced by Heian-kyo. The early
(first and second) annex residences were built in accordance with the topography without taking the
north-south orientation, and there are also annex residences facing north with gardens and ponds to
the north. In the third period, an urban-style annex residence group was established with annex
residences facing south in a block with north-south orientation. The reason for this change is unknown,
but it should be noted that it occurred during the Toba Insei period. The Toba Insei period was a time
when In and the Sekkan family rapidly accumulated manors and grew into huge powerful persons, and
it is said that the household structure expanded accordingly. Both Toba-dono and Shirakawa expanded
during the Toba Insei period Itis important to note that it was at this time that Shirakawa Toba-dono,

Rokuhara were built during the Goshirakawa Insei period and the Taira clan government period, these
buildings began to shrink in size and were abandoned, as if converging into the medieval city of Kyoto.

Tomb

A few words about the tomb. A distinctive feature of Toba-dono is that the tomb of the ex-Emperor
Shirakawa was planned from the beginning. Emperor Gosanjo, the father of the ex-Emperor Shirakawa,
founded Enshtui-ji Temple near Omuro-Ninna-ji Temple and made it his own temple. This temple had a
main hall housing Dainichi Nyorai at the height of 6m and Amida Nyorai at the height of 4.8m, as well
as an imperial palace, a shinden, and a garden and pond. Emperor Gosanjo was buried here. The
relationship between the hall, imperial palace, and tomb at Toba-dono was already recognized at
Ensht-ji Temple. The area around Omuro was an area where many temples and tombs of the imperial
line of Emperor Uda were located, so it was not surprising that the tomb of the ex-Emperor Shirakawa
was located there given the imperial line. Perhaps the fact that the ex-Emperor Shirakawa's remains
were temporarily placed at Koryu-ji Temple in Omuro reflected such circumstances. It is believed that
the ex-Emperor Shirakawa's plan to have his tomb at Toba-dono while he was still alive was an
expression of his intention for a new imperial line beginning with him. Later, the same happened to
the ex-Emperor Toba, and as a result, the tomb of Emperor Konoe was also located at Toba-dono. Toba-
dono was also a symbol of the new imperial line beginning with the ex-Emperor Shirakawa. The three-
story pagoda that served as the tombs of these men was thought to have had a considerable presence
in the flat southern Kyoto region. The current two-story pagoda at Emperor Konoe's tomb was donated
by Toyotomi Hideyori in 1606, but its presence is out of place in Toba, where buildings have proliferated.
given his history as an interim emperor who was tossed about, it is believed that Hojuji- dono was
intended to demonstrate the new imperial line beginning with him. It seems that the Fujiwara clan's
members were traditionally buried in the Fujiwara clan cemetery in Kohata, but the fact that
Yorimichi's son, grand Morozane, who died in 1101, was buried not in Kohata but on Mount
Kurikumayama south of Uji is thought-provoking, considering that around this time, following the
sudden death of his son Moromichi, his young grandson Tadazane became head of the clan and the
situation of the Sekkan family facing the ex-Emperor Shirakawa in an unstable state was confronted
by the ex-Emperor.

Relationship with Hiraizumi

As seen above, the urban areas that formed around Heian-kyo in the 12th century were all built by
influential persons such as In and the Sekkan family, and since there was not much difference between
the time and scale of their constructions and the center of Hiraizumi, comparisons have often been
made with Hiraizumi as a city, but it goes without saying that discussions should take into account the
differences in the types of power and politics that established the cities in the first place. Hiraizumi
and the urban areas around Heian-kyo certainly have many similarities. There are similarities between
the two cities, such as temples, gardens, and streets. The tombs and cemeteries of the imperial palaces
and the Goden Hall are also same. However, these are only superficial similarities, and it seems
necessary to explore new perspectives and think more deeply about the relationships, structure, and
meaning of these in a city constructed based on the nature of power.
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