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Characteristics of Hiraizumi as a Political Center

Sakurai Tomoharu (Iwate Prefectural Board of Education)

1. Introduction

Hiraizumi was the base of the Osha Fujiwara clan, who ruled the Tohoku region in the 12th
century (Figure 1 Map of the sites). From the end of the 11th century to the beginning of the
12th century, Fujiwara no Kiyohira moved the base of the Oshii Fujiwara clan from Toyoda
no Tachi in Esashi, Oshi City, to Hiraizumi, and used it as a political center until the end of
their prosperity at the end of the 12th century. Archaeological information from this period
has confirmed various facilities from that period, mainly in the central part of Hiraizumi
Town, Iwate Prefecture, and the examination of remains has progressed, and it has been
understood that Hiraizumi was the center of political administration (note 1). Many points
have been clear about the achievements of the Oshii Fujiwara clan and the cultural heritage
of Hiraizumi through the examination of archaeological materials and historical documents,

but the remaining materials are fragmentary, so that there are various understandings and

TBOWR TH T Z LRI T 1 BEEIMuEN

&7 GE1). BNRREKOFEL, F

IRDOSALBPEIZ DWW TIE, Bl &R ST O 5% < MR ST E 722, RS &k
WFRHBEARRAAE S L < BIRCHRICITEDS H 580 b D7 <,

F1 FRICEHLIBER

A B fii#s
1051 (k7% 6) AUUEGMAE D
1062 (FEF 5) AILEREkKE D D
1083 (FKf# 3) %A E D
1087 (iR 1) X e Y PL)
1091 (%35 5) RS, BAFRICE A L [t —hiimac]
1100 4Etg FEEGE AT, B A S R AN E2 I&£8i]
(1094~1096, 1099~1104)
1105 (K5 2) HhRSEIE E AR, P E S
Z O, IR A A
1122 (A% 3) Z O, IR A
1124 (KB 1) S SR 4 < VA S EBRAL
1126 (Kif 1) B SREK BE LA Fp 2 SR T R R SO
1128 (Kif 3) TG
1130 (K& 5) Y NN e [E#kGe
1143 (FEiG 2) BRI, BEHRSTIC
1150 4FEH Z D, BEEEM A EAEST &8
1155 (AF#2) R IR M AR
1157 (7€ 2) Z o, FAi
1170 (Gt 2) Fifhy, SHSFRPREEIC FEZE] 3
1181 (FEfn1) Ffhr, BRELSEIC FE3E]
O, WEpiEE
1186 (34 3) Ty, FIRAE T I&E8i]
1189 (TR 5) B A5 Bk

interpretations about the history of Hiraizumi.

Table 1 Chronological tabel about Hiraizumi

year . . event note
1051 Beginning of the Former nine-year war
1062 § End of the;‘ Forme; nine-year war
1083 Beginning of the Later three-year war
1087 End of the“ Later threefyear war i i i
1091 Donation of horses to the regentfamily by Fujiwara no Kiyohira Gonijo Moromichi-ki
c.1100 Moving the political base from Toyodanotachi to Hiraizumi Azuma kagami
1105 Starting the construction of Chuson-ji, the first Buddha hall Taho-ji
Birth of Fujiwara no Motohira
c.1122 Birth of quiwara no Hidehira } }
1124 iConstruction of Konjikido :Sign board at construction
1126 Completiqn of Chysonfji } Praye[ for the Construction of Chu;j:onji Te“mple
1128 Death of Fujiwara no Kiyohira
1130 :Motohira defeated his brother Kodachi } _ Choshu-ki
1143 Fujiwara no Motonari was appointed to the Mutsu province governor . .
c.1150 Construct‘i‘on of E[jryu—ji of Motsu-ji } Azumg kagami
1155 Birth of Fujiwara no Yasuhira
c.1157 Death of Eujiwara” no Motohira } } }
1170 Fujiwara no Hidehira was appointed to the general of Chinju-fu _:Gyokuyo
1181 Fujiwara no Hidehira was appointed to the Mutsu province governor i Gyokuyo
Construction of Muryoko-in . . .
1186 Death of Eujiwara“ no Hidehira at Hiraizumi no“Tachi i Azumg kagami
1189 Oshu war
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In what follows, I will summarize Hiraizumi's role as a political center, focusing mainly on
what can be recognized as archaeological phenomena. I will also supplement the content that
has been assumed based on descriptions in historical documents, and try to grasp the shape,

circumstances, and functions of the site as a political center.

2. The Appearance of Hiraizumi

Let us take a chronological look at the appearance of the central area of Hiraizumi, mainly
based on ruins and artifacts. Here, we will divide it into three periods (note 2).

(1) Before the 12th century (Figure 2 The central area of Hiraizumi)

There are many unknowns about the appearance of the area around Hiraizumi before the
12th century. In the Koromogawa area on the north bank across the Koromogawa River from
Hiraizumi, there is the Chojagahara Temple ruins, thought to date back to the first half of
the 11th century, and artifacts from the 11th century have been found at the Sewara I and
IT sites. Archaeological materials also suggest that the area was mainly used north of the
Koromogawa River during this period.

On the other hand, although pottery has been excavated in the base area of Hiraizumi, and
a large ditch from the late 11th century has been found in the grounds of Chuson-ji Temple,
no significant artifacts or remains have been found. There are many unknowns about the
appearance of this period, which is very different from the situation regarding the 12th

century.
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(2) First stage of the 12th century (Figure 3)

Even in Hiraizumi, the locations where artifacts from the first stage of the 12th century have
been excavated are limited. Areas where artifacts and remains from this period have been
confirmed in large numbers include the area inside the moat at the Yanaginogosho site, as
well as part of the area outside the moat at the Yanaginogosho site and the grounds of
Chuson-ji Temple.

The Yanaginogosho site began functioning in the beginning of the 12th century. The
construction process would be continued over a certain time period, but the basic element of
a large building being located within an area surrounded by a moat was formed in the first
half of the 12th century (Sakurai 2022).

The site is in a location that is defined by the surrounding area and natural topography. In
addition, ditches and moats were constructed as artificial division facilities, and it can be
noted that the area was clearly divided from the surrounding area. Inside the moat, there is
a large post-hole building, and it can be assumed that these played a central role within the
site. Inside the division by the moat, further internal divisions are formed by fences. This can

Table 2 Components of Yanaginogosho site

central area periphery

phase period large area garden
moat & P
building idivision pond

area workshop

i division area

| early 12¢ outer O O A - JAN
Il middle 12¢ outer @] @] | O O O
Il late 12¢ inner @] @] Il @] O O

be seen as the establishment of an area that was separated from the surrounding area, and
it can be assumed that a situation was established where the area was functionally separated
from the surrounding area as well. The area separated by the moat from the surrounding
area, and the area separated by the fence within that may have been the center of domestic
or foreign affairs functions. Although the area was separated by the fence, the distribution
area, including the artifacts, was small, and the area in which the site was used was probably
limited within the area separated by the moat.

Outside the moat of the Yanaginogosho site, some remains from that period have been
excavated, although the state of the remains is still unclear. Even at this stage, they may
still be scattered, but some use had already begun.

In addition, a large number of remains have been excavated in the grounds of Chuson-ji
Temple. In the grounds of Chiison-ji Temple, early 12th century pottery was found during an
investigation from the lower layer of Kongo-in Temple, and it is believed that the temple
began to function in the early 12th century. Construction is also expected to have begun at
the Oikegaran Ato from this stage, and it is assumed that a garden pond was built at this
stage. These archaeological events are consistent with other written records, such as the
construction of Konjikido in the first half of the 12th century and the construction of Chtson-
j1 Temple as an achievement of Fujiwara no Kiyohira, as recorded in the "Report on the
Temples and Others in Hiraizumi" (Azuma Kagami, September 17, 1189). However, there is
much debate about the specific appearance, character, and religious significance of the
temples and buildings from this early period (Irumada 2013, Saito 2014, etc.).

In addition, roof tiles believed to date to the first half of the 12th century have been excavated
from the Hanadate II site in the Hanadate district in the center of Hiraizumi Town, showing
that partial use in this area began in the first half of the 12th century. Although there are
still some unclear points regarding the time transition of the remains, the use of roof tiles,
along with the nearby ruins of Hanadate Temple, suggests a connection to temples and other
structures. Furthermore, attempts at ceramics production were made in this area, and kiln
remains have been confirmed. The production volume and period of operation are expected
to have been limited, but the characteristics of the excavated materials point to the first half
of the 12th century.

From these, it can be seen that temples were built in the Hanadate area, where the roof tiles
were excavated, and on the hills to the north and west of central Hiraizumi, such as the
Kanzan Hills where Chuison-ji Temple is located. The Yanaginogosho site also functioned as
a residence, and a place was built for holding banquets and other events. It is possible to
reconstruct Hiraizumi in the early period of construction with these as the core facilities and
production facilities distributed around.
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Even in the area inside the Yanaginogosho site’s moat, the use of the remains is seen to be
biased towards the north, and from the distribution of these remains, it is clear that the areas
that were active in Hiraizumi from this early period were limited to the area connecting
Chtuson-ji Temple and the inside of the Yanaginogosho site’s moat, and the Hanadate area.
It 1s believed that Hiraizumi at this stage established temples and political bases, and
established its character as a regional center. It is particularly important that the
relationship between Chiison-ji Temple (Konjikido) and the residence (Yanaginogosho site)
can be seen from this stage. However, compared to later periods, it was less extensive, and it
can be assumed that it was a base with limited scale and function.

(3) Mid-12th century (Figure 4)

The Yanaginogosho site, which was a residence, continued to function. The situation of the
Yanaginogosho site at this time was that the interior was divided by a moat, with a central
area surrounded by fences, and the basic structure from the early 12th century was continued
(Sakurai 2023). The standardized four-sided eaves buildings and the large number of
artifacts inside the fence make it clear that it was a base space. Inside the fence, standardized
four-sided eaves buildings were built, and a garden pond was built nearby during this period.
It can be imagined that the components changed from the previous stage, when they were
limited to post-hole buildings, and that the characteristics of the space as a banquet and
ceremonial space became more prominent. The location of the four-sided eaves buildings and
the situation in which highly standardized buildings were built suggest that the functions of
the site were expanded.

In addition, the area inside the moat at the Yanaginogosho site and the outside of the site
are connected by the road confirmed inside the moat mentioned above, making the use of the
surrounding area, including the outside of the moat, clear. The bridges at the southern and
northwestern ends of the outer moat, which connect to the road, are likely relics that show
the relationship between Chuson-ji Temple and the Hiraizumi town area and the site. In
terms of spatial positional relationships, the bridge over the garden pond at Yanaginogosho
site faces due west, where Mt. Kinkeisan is located. This, along with the fact that the large
buildings in the site are composed of north-south buildings, suggests that the emphasis was
on the east-west direction. The fact that the reference direction within the site is a square
also suggests a relationship with the direction of Mt. Kinkeisan. It is unclear how Mt.
Kinkeisan was understood at the time, as it does not appear in historical documents, but it
is noteworthy that sutra mounds were intermittently built on the mountaintop from the mid-
12th century onwards.

Chuson-ji Temple, which was built in the previous stage, continues to function, and in this
stage, Motsu-ji1 Temple and the adjacent Kanjizaio-in Temple were newly built. Construction
of Motsti-ji Temple was started by Fujiwara no Motohira, and Kanjizaio-in Temple is adjacent
to Motst-ji Temple and is recorded as having been built by Fujiwara no Motohira's wife. In

both cases, a pure land garden was constructed in front of a temple hall.
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Motst-ji Temple was completed when Kasho-ji Temple was constructed by Fujiwara no
Hidehira after Enryt-ji Temple was constructed by Fujiwara no Motohira.

It is also important to note that the roads that make up the blocks of Hiraizumi were
constructed from the mid-12th century onwards. In addition to the east-west avenue that
runs from Motsi-ji Temple, roads running north-south have been confirmed in multiple
locations. The remains of these roads that have been confirmed at the Shirayama and
Izumiya sites have differences in the construction period, and further investigation is
necessary into the differences in construction process and dates, but it is generally agreed
that they began to be constructed around the mid-12th century.

In addition, main roads such as the east-west avenue that are built on the square axis tend
to have their axes aligned in the square direction, similar to the main buildings at the
Yanaginogosho site. Events such as the Yanaginogosho site, the practical base of political
administration, the temple (Motsii-ji) that can be assumed to be one of the symbols of the
integration of the Oshi Fujiwara clan with Hiraizumi as its base, and the development of the
area around the east-west main street correspond in time and content. Emphasis was placed
on both the practical base that was the power base and the symbolic aspect, and the
development of the temple and main street was carried out in a location different from the
residence, but there are structural similarities such as the emphasis on the north-south
direction, and it can be assumed that the development was in the same direction.

(4) Late 12th century (Figure 5)

The Yanaginogosho site continues to function as a base space, with a central area surrounded
by fences and a group of standard buildings located inside the fence. Inside the fence, there
are highly standardized buildings with eaves on all four sides, as well as a garden pond, and
the area divided by the fence expands, and it can be imagined that administrative space and
banquet space were constructed while being segmented (Sakurai 2024). While the entire
inside of the moat functions as a whole, it can be understood that the space is segmented by
the fences and other partitions, and is connected to the surrounding area by roads. Looking
at the relationship with other ruins and other surrounding areas, the area inside the moat
at Yanaginogosho site is connected to the outside of the site by the road confirmed inside the
moat mentioned above. Although the detailed age and changes in the remains outside the
moat at Yanaginogosho site remain an issue, the state of the remains and excavated
materials outside indicate that in the late 12th century, partitions were formed along the
roads and large buildings existed. Takadachi, located to the west of Yanaginogosho site, also
had a moat running around the middle of the hillside, and the hilltop was also used during
this period. It is located in a position that overlooks the entire area inside the moat, and
although its specific nature is unclear, it is not unnatural to assume a relationship. From
this, we can see that the flat area inside the moat, including the area outside the moat where

roads are located, was used up to the hillside.
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In the central area of Hiraizumi, roads that make up blocks were built from the mid-12th
century onwards, and areas around the roads are known from the later stage of the 12th
century. Although it is necessary to consider the difference in the construction period of the
road remains, they were built from the mid-12th century onwards, and the area where the
streets were developed expanded in the second half of the 12th century, and the
Yanaginogosho site is connected to these roads, but this situation continues from the previous
stage. In addition to the area outside the moat mentioned above, several areas are assumed
to exist around the streets, and survey examples are being accumulated. Due to topographical
constraints, the area was limited to the area around the streets, and the extent of the
settlement and the specific residents remain unclear. Based on the currently confirmed scale,
the details are still limited, but it is believed that the development of the blocks and the
formation of the urban area continued even at this stage.

During this period, Muryoko-in Temple, adjacent to the Yanaginogosho site and Nekomaga-
fuchi, was built. There have been several explanations for the axial direction of Muryoko-in
Temple, based on the measurement method and location, but it is known that it is tilted from
the normal direction, and it has been pointed out that the axial direction of the earthworks
and moat is greatly tilted (Honzawa 1993). Based on the results of recent surveys, it is
estimated to be about 8° based on measurements of the stage remains in front of the main
hall, which are thought to be related to the main hall (Maekawa and Shimahara 2014). At
the Yanaginogosho site, buildings with an axial direction of 10 to 15° were assumed at this
stage, and the buildings of north-south direction were demolished to build the buildings with
an inclination. It is significant that the site is tilted at about 10° from the north direction. In
addition, a bridge like structure of the terrain extending from Muryoko-in Temple and
remains extending in the direction of the Yanaginogosho site have been confirmed, making
it highly likely that this is a facility connecting the two ruins, and this will reinforce the
relations between the two ruins.

In addition, Hakusansha Shrine is located to the south of Muryoko-in Temple, in the vicinity
of the Yanaginogosho site and Muryoko-in Temple. There is debate as to which shrine
Hakusansha Shrine corresponds to as described in the Azuma Kagami, as well as the time
and nature of the shrine's establishment (Ueshima 2010, Kanno 2020, etc.), but the materials
excavated from the Hakusansha Shrine ruins show characteristics of the mid-12th century,
and the angle of the road and the remains of the lower layer of Muryoko-in Temple suggest
that the landscape around Yanaginogosho site and Muryoko-in Temple had been established
by this stage.
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3. Hiraizumi as a political center

The above confirmed archaeological materials will be used as a basis for organizing the
various attributes set as the theme of this symposium (Table 3). Even though it is entirely
possible that a single structure may have multiple characteristics, they will be listed by
attribute, although there will be some overlap. I will also touch briefly on attributes that
have not been confirmed in archaeological materials but are assumed to exist based on
historical documents.

(1) Rulers and period of rule

table 3 Elements of political center

ruler and domain

bounfary of base and the
organizattion of power

solemnity: manifestation of
political and financial power

symbolic materials:
legitimacy of the rule

residence and tomb of rulers

Oshu Fujiwara clan

Tohoku region

Hiraizumi and around

appendices

documents ot people and

templces: Chuson-ji, Motsu-ji,

Kanjizaio-in and Muryoko-in

Pure Land gardens

Takaya: tall buildings

Chuson-ji: Konjikido, thc
pagoda, etc

Mt. Kinkeisan

Hiraizumi no Tachi and
Konjikido
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The Oshii Fujiwara clan moved their base from Toyoda no Tachi to Hiraizumi between the
end of the 11th century and the beginning of the 12th century, and maintained their base in
Hiraizumi for about 90 years until their downfall in the Osh@a War in 1189 (Bunji 5). However,
as mentioned above, it should be noted that there were or are expected to be changes in the
state of the base area and the way of rule during those 90 years.

The Osha Fujiwara clan, who ruled the area, spanned the first Kiyohira, the second Motohira,

the third Hidehira, and the fourth Yasuhira. There is some debate about the origins and
genealogy of the Oshu Fujiwara clan, known from Fujiwara no Tsunekiyo, but it is believed
that their lineage can be traced back to the Fujiwara clan in Kyoto and that they were
indigenous to the Tohoku region.

In addition, although it has been pointed out that they did not refer to themselves, the words
"Eastern Barbarian Distant Chief" and "Captive Prisoner Head" appear in the "Prayer for
the Construction of Chuson-ji Temple."

(2) The extent and understanding of the controlled territory and political base

[Controlled territory] The Tohoku region, which corresponds to both Mutsu and Dewa
provinces, has been assumed as the controlled territory of the Oshi Fujiwara clan. As a
related event, Fujiwara no Hidehira was appointed Chinjufu Shogun in 1170 and Mutsu no
Kami in 1181 (note 3). In addition, the phrases "From Shirakawa Barrier to Outer Beach" in
the order for the Report of Temples and Others in Hiraizumi (Azuma Kagami, September 17,
1189), the article about erecting an umbrella stupa on the Okudaido Road, and "Planning the
center of the country" have led to the assumption that the controlled territory was the Tohoku
region. In addition, the fact that the Mutsu and Dewa provincial ledgers and field documents
were kept in the Hiraizumi no Tachi and that it was burned down together with the
Hiraizumi no Tachi is also taken to mean that documents that should have been kept in the
provincial capital were in Hiraizumi, leading to the assumption that the controlled territory
was the Tohoku region, and the mention of " Oshu and Ushi Underground Kanrei" is also
related to the controlled territory. From these, it is often assumed that the area under their
control was the two provinces of Mutsu and Dewa (the six prefectures of the Tohoku region
today), but the extent of their influence was not similar. For example, it has been assumed
from the characteristics of archaeological evidence that there were areas around Taga-jo, the
provincial capital, and areas south of it that had weak ties with the Oshiu Fujiwara clan. In
other words, in addition to the area directly controlled by the Oshu Fujiwara clan and areas
with strong ties, there are also areas where ties with other clans and areas around the
provincial capital are assumed to be weak. As is well known, the Atsukashiyama
fortifications, which served as a defense line during the Bunji War, were built on
Atsukashiyama, which is on the border between Miyagi and Fukushima prefectures.
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The mobilization for the Bunji 5th year War and the subsequent Okawa Kaneto Rebellion
have also pointed out the extent of the influence of the Oshiu Fujiwara clan throughout the
Tohoku region. Other examples include the Hizume clan, based in the Hizume area of Shiwa
Town, and other places where the presence of ruling clans is known throughout the Tohoku
region. The existence of manors under the regent family is also known. The relationship
between these and the Oshii Fujiwara clan is debated, and the specific form of rule and
territory of the Oshu Fu]lwara clan remain an issue for further study.

[Political base] There is no disagreement that Hiraizumi functioned as the political center of
the Oshi Fujiwara clan. However, there are multiple ways of interpreting the boundaries of
Hiraizumi (Figure 2). Although it depends on the definition of the base area, we have
assumed the following as the area where a relatively large number of materials from the 12th
century have been confirmed. Even within this area, the distribution density of
archaeological materials from the 12th century gradually decreases from (1) to (3). It is in
area (1) where road remains have been confirmed and the development status of the base
area can be confirmed to a certain extent.
(D  The area surrounded by the Kitakamigawa River, the Koromogawa River, and the
Otagawa River.
Temples such as Chiuson-ji and Motsi-ji, the pure land garden, and the Yanaginogosho site
are included in this area. It corresponds to the center of present-day Hiraizumi Town, and is
an area of about 1 km in a straight line from the center of present-day Hiraizumi Town, and
about 2 km square.
(2 The area including the Koromogawa and Gion districts
In addition to the temples and historic sites in (1), this includes the area where Gion Shrine,
assumed to be the guardian deity of the south, is located, and the area where the Settaidate
site on the north bank of the Koromogawa River are located to the north. This is an area of
about 2km in a straight line from the center of Hiraizumi town, and about 4km square.
(3 This is an area that includes the Shirotoritate site in Oshii city, Tsukidate on the
opposite bank of the Kitakamigawa River and Takkoku-no-Iwaya.
This is an area that includes the Shiratoritate site in Oshu city upstream of the
Kitakamigawa River, Tsukidate Daishido on the opposite bank of the Kitakamigawa River,
and Takkoku-no-Iwaya in the west of Hiraizumi town. This is an area of about 5km in a
straight line from the center of Hiraizumi town.
@  Further outer area _
The border is unclear, but it is thought to include the current area around Maesawa in Oshu
city and the area of Ichinoseki city.
(3) Structures that represent power and wealth
We will review the structures that represent or adorn the political center.
We will list those whose correspondence with archaeological materials and historical
documents is generally understood. First, the Yanaginogosho site, which was a residence,
functioned as a base. There are remains inside the moat and outside, but the inside, which
was divided by the moat, functioned as a residence, and it is thought that this corresponds
to the "Hiraizumi no Tachi" (note 4) described in the Azuma Kagami. However, it is difficult
to determine whether the area can be further limited, for example, to the inside of a fence.
The Yanaginogosho site, which served as a base facility, was divided by a moat, and it is
thought that the division by the moat from the surrounding area visually and physically
indicated the difference between the inside and outside of the division. In addition, inside the
division by the moat, there were large buildings, gardens, ponds, etc., which were further
divided by fences. These are not clearly visible from the surrounding area, but they are
thought to have been structures that indicated power. The large buildings and pond inside,
as well as the banquets and other ceremonies that were likely held there, can be considered
to have been indicative of the power of the ruling clan. In addition, the remains of the pillared
buildings and pit structures, which may have been storehouses, may also indicate the clan's
power and wealth. The moat divisions and their locations continued throughout the 12th
century, and are considered to have continued even with the change of head of the family. On
the other hand, the facilities within the residence did not continue, as they were rebuilt, and
some elements changed, such as the expansion of the remains. It is important to note that it
1s possible to grasp the elements that continue and the elements that change.
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Next, there are the temples and pure land gardens built by the Osht Fujiwara clan over
successive generations. These include Chuson-ji Temple, built in the early 12th century,
Motsi-ji Temple and Kanjizaio-in Temple, built in the mid-12th century, and Muryoko-in
Temple, built in late 12th century. It is important to note that temples and gardens were
built during the period of each head of the Oshti Fujiwara clan. The large temples and pure
land gardens created within them are thought to have functioned not only as religious
ceremonies and ideological structures, but also as a means of demonstrating power and
wealth both within and outside of Japan. There are also temples such as Hanadate Temple
ruins about which there are still many unknowns.

In addition, a building with a pillar structure was found at the Kuramachi site along the
east-west avenue, which is considered to have been visible, and is thought to correspond to
the "Takaya" seen in the Azuma Kagami. A carriage lodge was also found at the ruins of
Kanjizaio-in Temple. The widening of the road has been confirmed, and it is assumed that
the east-west avenue itself, which was built with a width of about 20 meters, had a visual
effect, and that the various facilities built along the road represented the power of the
political center. In particular, the fact that it is located in front of Motsi-ji Temple and in a
place that is likely close to the entrance to the center of Hiraizumi suggests visual
significance. Although it is difficult to clearly distinguish whether it is a structure that
indicates wealth and power, or legitimacy, the east-west avenue is an important attribute of
Hiraizumi. The east-west avenue was also a place for Buddhist ceremonies (Honda 2018,
Irumada 2013), and it is quite conceivable that the large road functioned as a symbol. The
importance of axial roads in Japanese cities has been pointed out (Yoshida 2014), and
Hiraizumi has also been mentioned, the importance of the east-west main road seems to be
gradually becoming clearer. The existence of a main road in ancient Taga-jo in the Tohoku
region has also been pointed out. It is also noteworthy that the axis was an east-west main
road, which is a difference from the viewpoint of symbolism with ancient provincial capitals.
On the other hand, if the emphasis is placed on functionality and this is seen as connected to
symbolism, then there is a common situation.

Additionally, although it is mentioned in historical documents, the Kara Imperial Palace is
described as the "daily residence," and there is debate over its location, etc.

(4) Symbolic objects that show the legitimacy of rule

Confirm facilities that show the legitimacy of the clan's rule over the territory.

We will list those facilities whose correspondence with archaeological and historical
documents is generally understood.

The facilities of Chuson-ji Temple are representative. Chuson-ji Temple's Konjikido
functioned as a mausoleum for the burial of three generations. The formation of the
mausoleum may indicate the genealogy of the clan, and it is particularly noteworthy that it
functioned as a burial site for successive generations, not as a grave for an individual. The
relationship between Konjikido and the residence is also noteworthy, but will be discussed in
the next section.

In addition, although it has not been clearly confirmed as archaeological material, the
existence of a "two stories pagoda" is recorded, and there is much discussion about its
contents (Irumada 2013, etc.).

Its location is considered to be at a high altitude within the grounds of Chuison-ji Temple on
the Kanzan Hills, and it can be assumed that it was highly visible from the surrounding area.
Other buildings of Chuson-ji, such as the temple buildings and the stupas, are believed to
have played an important role in legitimizing the rule of the Osht Fujiwara clan.

Although not mentioned in contemporary historical documents, Mt. Kinkeisan is important
as the background of Muryoko-in, and sutra mounds have been built on its summit since the
mid-12th century. The continuous construction of sutra mounds may indicate the legitimacy
of the political center. It can be seen from the residence, and it is presumed that buildings,
bridges, and other facilities were oriented in the direction of Mt. Kinkeisan. It is noteworthy
in terms of its relationship with Muryoko-in, but the positional relationship between Motsu-
ji and Kanjizaio-in makes the positioning of Mt. Kinkeisan from the mid-12th century
onwards noteworthy. It has been pointed out that sutra mounds were built around Hiraizumi
in addition to Mt. Kinkeisan (Yaegashi 2019), and it is possible to assume that they
functioned as symbols of power.
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In addition, the fact that the moat-lined area and its location at the government office and
residence at the Yanaginogosho site have been inherited through successive generations
suggests that its use may have been a justification for its legitimacy. Some also point out the
symbolic significance of the function of the moat.

In addition, there is the integrated shrine that is mentioned in historical documents, but the
identification is debated. The Azuma Kagami has an entry on tutelary deities, and from the
contents, it is pointed out that there were two types of tutelary deities: the tutelary deities of
temples (Chiison-ji and Motst-ji) and the tutelary deities of Hiraizumi as a whole. The
"sosha" described as the central tutelary deity is thought to be modeled after the Kokufu
sosha. There were tutelary deities of temples and the tutelary deities of the city of Hiraizumi,
and it is thought that they demonstrated the authority of the Oshu Fujiwara clan along with
the Shinto rituals. There is debate about the actual identification of the integrated shrine
and each tutelary deity and the time of their enshrinement, but pottery excavated from the
Hakusansha Shrine ruins is dated to the mid-12th century.

In addition, as things that show the legitimacy of rule other than structures, the objects and
ornaments accumulated in temples, such as all sutras and Buddhas, also show power and
financial strength, and it is fully assumed that they were related to the legitimacy of the clan
that performed them, along with Buddhist ceremonies and other Buddhist services recorded
in documents (note 5). The construction of temples and pure land gardens in each era was an
indication of power and wealth, and would have been linked to rule through the construction
of venues for these ceremonies and the execution of these ceremonies.

It is well known that temples were constructed in each era, in addition, it is also widely
pointed out that Buddhist rites and good deeds such as the Issaikyo Sutra were also
performed in each era, indicating the relationship between rulers and Buddhism. Documents
record the existence of sutra storehouses at Chuson-ji and Motst-ji, and the Chuson-ji sutra
storehouse is described as a tiled sutra storehouse in the "Prayer for the Construction of
Chtuson-ji." The significance of the sutra storehouses, which housed sutras such as the
Issaikyo Sutra in Gold and Silver, 1,000 One-Day Sutras, the Lotus Sutra in Gold on Dark
Blue Paper, and the Issaikyo Sutra in Gold on Dark Blue Paper, as well as the Song edition
of the Issaikyo Sutra, has been pointed out in detail in the past (Honda 2018, Irumada 2013,
Saito 2014, etc.).

(5) Residence and Tomb

Konjikido of Chuson-ji Temple was built in 1124 and functions as an Amida Hall. After the
death of Fujiwara no Kiyohira, his body was enshrined there, and after the interior of the
hall was renovated, the bodies of three generations were enshrined there, and it functions as
tomb of the three generations. In the Azuma Kagami, the description of the Hiraizumi no
Tachi is written as "Facing to Konjikido," which suggests that the relationship between the
tomb and the residence was taken into consideration. Konjikido became the tomb of three
generations after the first Kiyohira, but it is an important feature that it functioned not as a
personal tomb but as a mausoleum for successive generations. It has also been noted that
Konjikido is located in a position overlooking Hiraizumi, which served as the residence and
base. It can be assumed that it was visible from both the viewpoint of Konjikido and the
viewpoint of the residence. This suggests the relationship and legitimacy of the successive
lords of the family and the current lord of the political base facility.

Furthermore, the road connecting Chiison-ji Temple and the residence (Yanaginogosho site)
has been confirmed as an excavation result, albeit intermittently. It is difficult to determine
when the road was constructed, but recent surveys have confirmed reconstruction outside
the moat at the Yanaginogosho site (Nishizawa et al. 2024), and remains inside and outside
the moat. Considering the time when the function began based on the remains, it is quite
possible that the original road was constructed during the early stages of the 12th century.

4. Summary - Characteristics of Hiraizumi as a political center

[Base facility] As a political center, Hiraizumi was built with a residence (Yanaginogosho
site) as its core facility. The location of the Yanaginogosho site has been passed down even
when the owner changed hands, and the situation of dividing the area by moats continues.
The division by fences and large buildings remain as components, but the content changes
with changes in location and rebuilding. The fact that there are continuing elements such as
location, division by moats, and the presence of buildings, and elements that do not continue
and change such as building layout and the buildings themselves, is thought to be an
important aspect that shows the characteristics of the site.
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[Area of the political center] While there are divisions for base facilities, there are no
surrounding facilities in Hiraizumi's area, and there are several ways to interpret it based
on the natural topography and characteristics. Among these, the central area, which is
separated from the surrounding area by rivers, can be assumed to be the area where the
distribution of archaeological materials is particularly dense.

In the central area, blocks are formed around roads as axes, but apart from some assumed
square sections, they are not formed as square blocks that extend throughout the area. The
east-west main street is one of the axes, and it is assumed that the roads were standard in a
north-south direction, but there are also roads with different axial directions, and the
distribution of facilities is limited, so it is difficult to imagine an orderly urban plan such as
a clear square division of land as seen in ancient capitals and around Taga-jo.

There are plots that appear to be residence sites around the roads, and together with the
outside of the moat on the west side of the Yanaginogosho site, it is assumed that the
residence sites of family members were built there. From this, it can be inferred that a certain
level of settlement was established at the center, but it is unclear whether it is possible to
imagine a large-scale settlement that went beyond the clans directly related to the rulers.
Based on the distribution of residence sites and other items as archaeological findings
currently available, it is difficult to consider the extent and scale of the settlement to be
particularly large (note 6). The construction of political centers and the development of cities
can be the result of natural development, such as intentional construction and concentration
of settlements, and the support of consumption, but in Hiraizumi the level of intentional or
policy-driven concentration is not yet strong, and it appears that development is still in the
middle of its stages. However, excavation surveys are still ongoing in the center of Hiraizumi,
and this will continue to be an issue for further study.

[Solemn and symbolic related facilities] It is also noteworthy that the tomb of the lords of the
family were built as related facilities. It is particularly important that the relative positions
of the residence and the tomb of the lords of the family were taken into consideration.
However, the two are located about 2 km apart in a straight line, not adjacent to each other,
which is important when considering the meaning of the relationship.

In addition, Buddhist temples were built, and the relationship between the residence,
temples, and pure land gardens is noteworthy. During the time of the second lord, Fujiwara
no Motohira, Motsi-ji Temple and Kanjizaio-in Temple were built, and during the time of the

third lord, Fujiwara no Hidehira, Muryoko-in Temple was built next to the residence.
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[Changes by stages (note 7)] After starting its function in the first half of the 12th century,
changes such as the construction of a main road occurred from the mid-12th century onwards.
From the schematic changes shown in Figure 6, it can be pointed out that it can be understood
as an example of the change from a base for regional control to a political center. It would be
interesting to see if it were appropriate to understand Hiraizumi, given the changes at the
Yanaginogosho site, where the area's residence was located, as a political center rather than
a regional control base, and as a center for political administration over a wider area (note
8).

Table 4 Summary of each period

period summary note

residence and temple: government office---Chuson-ji

tacilities were laid as point
mausoleum

eraly 12th ¢

residence and temples: government office---Chuson-ji
Motsu-ji

mid. 12th c facilities were connected by line

mausoleum
avenues: east-west and north-south

residence and temples: government office---Chuson-ji
Motsu-ji
Muryoko-in
mausolcum
avcnucs: cast-west and north-south
grid squarc

late 12th ¢ broard surface

Hiraizumi;

ibase site: Yanaginogosho site

avenue: grid swuare was formed based on the east west axis
imausoleum: deep relation to the political base used as successive tombs
iarea: core area with residences, and expanding peripheral area

In this presentation, I summarized the morphological characteristics and components,
mainly based on archaeological materials. It is widely known that Hiraizumi's facilities and
layout were formed under what historical background, and that it has a strong connection to
Buddhism, such as the construction of temples, but it is also a topic for consideration to
understand and, and to understand the significance of its function as a political center.
Although this presentation was limited in content, I was able to understand some
characteristics. In discussions of the morphological similarities between Hiraizumi and other
political and administrative centers, discussions of direct influence relationships have been
made in comparisons within Japan. I believe that by clarifying the actual situation and
meaning of this influence relationship, the characteristics of Hiraizumi can be shown. In
addition, as a base formed on the outskirts of the nation, it remains to be understood the
similarities with other regions and their backgrounds, taking into account not only direct

genealogy but also a comparative historical perspective.

Notes

(1) Tt is widely accepted that Hiraizumi functioned as a political center. However, its actual situation, such
as the size of its population and the class of people it was made up of, is unclear. Furthermore, while previous
research has raised the issue of whether Hiraizumi functioned as a city and how to evaluate its Buddhist
character, many issues remain. In this presentation, we will place emphasis on understanding the situation
as a premise for these issues.

(2) This is a content that has been divided based on the results of chronological research on pottery and the
state of the remains. It does not completely correspond to the period of each lord of the Osha Fujiwara clan.
The Yanaginogosho site is divided into three periods in the report (Iwate Prefectural Board of Education 2019
"Yanaginogosho site: archaeological survey of the area inside the moats", Iwate Prefectural Cultural Property
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(3) In later records, Fujiwara no Kiyohira is described as the "Mutsu Oryoushi" and Fujiwara no Motohira as
the "Rokugun Oryoushi " and "Dewa Oryoushi," but the actual situation is not necessarily clear.

(4) In the Azuma Kagami, Hidehira's residence is described as the "Hiraizumi no Tachi". The specific name
for other periods cannot be determined.

(5) On the symposium, Mr. Hiroshi Sugimoto pointed out the importance of the "sutra repository." Due to the
limited archaeological information in the proceedings, it was only mentioned that the "complete sutra" and
other good works were made in each generation on the presentation. I would like to thank him for his guidance
and make the following addition.

(6) In Kamakura, which followed Hiraizumi, residences for the vassals were built, which seems to be different
from the situation in Hiraizumi (Yoshida 2014).

(7) This was added to the proceedings based on the slides presented on the day.

(8) Although I have described it as a base for regional control, there have also been cases of investigations of
single residences, so hierarchical modeling will be an issue. In that respect, I believe that the Yanaginogosho
site was consistently a base for controlling a certain area, and I have attempted to understand it as a base
for political control from the model of a base for regional control.
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This paper is an addition and revision of the materials for the symposium held on July 6, 2024 ("Aspects of
Hiraizumi as a Political Base" "Proceedings of the International Symposium "Hiraizumi and Political Bases

in East Asia") based on the discussions on the day.

The presentation points have not been changed from the proceedings and the oral report on the day.
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