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Between Novelty and Tradition: The Similar but Contrasting History of Metal
Adoption in Northeast Asia and Northwest Europe

SHODA Shinya and Catherine FRIEMAN

The processes of copper alloy adoption in Northeast Asia and Northwest Europe, regions that
had no direct interaction in prehistoric times, exhibit both similarities and differences. In Northeast
Asia, the adoption was linked to the wider context of the spread of metals in northern Eurasia,
whereas in Northwest Europe, it was more regionally limited. This difference reflects varied cultural
values, beliefs, and technology-based strategies for dealing with external cultural influences in both
regions, as well as different historical backgrounds and social conditions during the metal adoption
process. A comparison of stone weapons from these periods reveals varying different speeds of iron

adoption in the two regions, as well as differences in the scale and continuity of their production.

Key words: Comparative archaeology, Stone daggers, Stone spearheads, Bronze tools, Iron tools
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