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The Impact of Baitoushan Millennium Eruption

on Ancient Japanese History
TANIGUCHI Hiromitsu

The Millennium Eruption of Mount Baitou (Changbaishan, Paektu-san), the largest in the world in the past
2,000 years, is estimated to have caused extremely harsh conditions in the surrounding areas. However, little is
known about the actual impact of the eruption on the history of northeastern China, Korea, and Japan. In this
presentation, we will attempt to examine the impact of the eruption using geological and archaeological evidence.
1. The period of turmoil in Japan from the early to mid-Heian period (especially the 860s)

The same period saw anomalies in the natural world, such as reddening of the colors of the sun and moon, and
the repetition of loud, thunder-like sounds. Around the same time, the human world experienced a coughing
epidemic that caused many coughs, resulting in many deaths. In addition, there was a famine in Kyoto and the
Tohoku region due to a shortage of food. In response to this chaos, a ceremony called “Gorei-no-kai”” was held
in the Shinsen-en Garden in Gion, Kyoto, to repose the souls of the dead, and this became the forerunner of the
current Gion Festival in Kyoto. Many of the anomalies and turmoil of this period can be explained by the great
eruption of Baitoushan Volcano.

2. Relationship between the Jurchen people who lived in what is now Northeastern China and Japan

A comparison of documents from the late Balhae and early Qidan periods shows that many settlements in the
area surrounding Mt. Baitou disappeared during that period, and the cause of their disappearance is thought to be
the Millennium Eruption. The people who lived in the affected area were the Khitan and the Nyoman tribes, the
latter of which had been quarreling with the Khitan for a long time, and they left the affected area where life was
already difficult and attempted to invade Goryeo and Japan by ship. This was the Toui-no-Nyukou invasion,
which resulted in many casualties in Tsushima, Iki, and Hakata, the invasion destination. In the end, however,
the Toui forces were defeated by the court noble Fujiwara Takaie and his retainers from Kyoto, with the help of

local forces, ushering in the later “Age of the Samurai”.
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