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Actors of Stone Models Rituals in Large-scale Ritual sites

-A Study of western part of Gunma Prefecture, eastern Japan, in the Latter Half of the Middle Ko-
fun Period (late Sth century)-

TERANISHI Yoshiki

This paper studies stone models excavated from large-scale ritual sites in western Gunma Prefecture in eastern
Japan during the second half of the Middle Kofun Period (late 5th century). The aim was to clarify the actors of the
rituals through the study of these stone models.

Stone models were mainly made from soft stones such as talc and serpentine. They imitated iron and bronze objects
such as swords, mirrors and agricultural tools, and were produced and used mainly in the mid-Kofun period (5th cen-
tury). Their use is seen in funerary rituals in burial mounds and in settlements, and they are one of the artefacts that
characterize the middle Kofun period. Of these, the large ritual sites were where the most stone models were used, but
it was not clearly defined who used them. The author considered that thinking about users is very meaningful for local
communities. Several studies were conducted to clarify these issues.

First. The number of stone models available for each level of the hierarchy and their use during a certain period of
time, with a focus on sword-shaped stone models, were summarized.

The results showed that a large number of sword-shaped models produced at the same time were used in the regional
chief's headquarters and its surroundings, as well as in large-scale ritual sites, and that three or more pieces plus other
types of vessels were regarded as a single ritual tool. On the other hand, in general settlements, the use of stone models
was mostly limited to one or two pieces. Therefore, it was assumed that the involvement of the chiefs was essential for
the establishment of large-scale ritual remains. Based on the above, it was inferred that the role of the chiefs was to
lead the local rituals through the use and supply of ritual objects.

KEY WORDS:
Kofun period, Eastern Japan, stone models, rituals
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