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Research on Eruption date and Disasters of Sakurajima Volcano in
Medieval Japan

KUWAHATA Mitsuhiro * MIZUNO Rei

Abstract - Sakurajima volcano carried out the large-scale eruption in the second half of the 15th century (1470's).
The pumice fall deposit at that time descended so much northeastward from Sakurajima volcano. Each field found
in the area of 30cm or more of existing layer thickness of the Sakurajima pumice fall deposit was abandoned,
without resuming cultivation after pumices descent.

On the other hand, in the Miyakonojo basin which is the area of about 10cm of existing layer thickness of the
Sakurajima pumice fall deposit, arable land was restored for paddy fields and fields. It is surmised that the
restoration marks after the Sakurajima pumice fall deposit descent of the Miyakonojo basin were left behind by
the farmers of those days actually concerned with preservation of arable land. In the unstable the Muromachi
period, the political situation is assumed that the measure of the second best called burial disposal of pumices in
a spot was taken.

Pumice and volcanic ash that is blown high into the sky by a large-scale eruption such as the Sakurajima-Bumei
tephra eruption is likely to be sent by the strong westerly winds and spread eastward. This is expected to affect
traffic, lifelines, and crops. It is important to be aware that a large-scale eruption of Sakurajima has caused

significant damage in the past in Miyazaki Prefecture.



