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Temporal Changes and the Regional Differences in the Production and Use of Haji Earthenware

Pottery of the Sixth- and Seventh-Centuries, A.D. in the Present Ibaraki Prefecture, Eastern Japan

KONISHI Ryiisei

This paper examines temporal change and regional differences in the assemblages of haji-earthenware pottery of the
sixth- and seventh-centuries in the present Ibaraki Prefecture, eastern Japan. The author’s study is important because
there are few previous studies on haji-earthenware pottery in this region. First, deep bowls declined toward the end of
the fifth century in the whole regions of Ibaraki. The pottery assemblage drastically changed at the beginning of the
sixth century as shallow bowls adopting the morphology of su¢-stoneware shallow bowls comprised the major portion
of the pottery assemblage. As time passed, the pottery assemblage changed along with the appearance of shallow bowls
with simple rims. Regional differences in the production and use of the Hitachi-type pots became clear in the sixth
century and after. While the morphological change in pedestalled bowls happened very quickly from the fifth to sixth
centuries, the change was very slow from the sixth to seventh centuries. Spatial distribution of the Hitachi-type steam-
ers was the same as the case of the Hitachi-type pots. While the regional differences in pottery assemblages the author
has found confirms the validity of preceding study by HASEGAWA Atsushi, the author newly recognized the regional

differences in the Hitachi-type pots of the seventh century.

KEYWORDS:

Earthenware pottery, regional difference, eastern Japan, sixth- and seventh-centuries.
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