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A Study of Built-In Earthen Stoves Adopting Ceramic Pots: With Special Reference to the Archae-
ological Discoveries in Saitama Prefecture, Northern Neighbor of Tokyo

MATSUMOTO Kotard

This paper clarifies various aspects of built-in earthen stoves adopting ceramic pots from the late Kofun period
(sixth century, A.D.) to the Heian period (794-1185) , discovered in the present Saitama Prefecture. Although Japanese
archaeology has a long history of research into stoves, there are few studies on the structure and materials of stoves,
especially built-in stoves adopting ceramic pots. Therefore, the author has complied all of their archaeological discov-
eries in Saitama in order to approach any regional differences, temporal changes, and other aspects.

As a result, the author has found the following:

L. Semi-subterranean residences with built-in earthen stove adopting ceramic pots were spatially skewed toward
the northwestern area of the Saitama Prefecture.

2. Built-in earthen stoves adopting ceramic pots appeared in the fifth century, and they reached the peak in the
seventh century.

3. The only locally-produced earthenware pots were adopted to the stoves, and no stoneware was used.

4. Ceramic pots were typically adopted to the part close to the fuel holes of the stoves, which suggests that the
adoption of the ceramic pots was meant not only to reinforce the stoves but also to increase the opening of air inlet.

5. Semi-subterranean residences with built-in stove adopting ceramic pots were typically larger and more spa-
cious than those without, which suggests that in such large residences foods had to be served to more people, and that
the stoves had to be reinforced because of more frequent uses.

KEYWORDS:
Ancient eastern Japan (sixth to eleventh century) , structure of earthen stove, earthenware jar.
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