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Meaning of the Horse Bit with Ring-Cheekpieces with Riveted Tachigiki

Hiroshi OOYA

Summary: Some iron horse bits with ring-cheekpieces have riveted Tachigiki. The riveted Tachigiki were firstly
used with pieces of gilt bronze bit, such as flower-shaped cheekpieces and harness pendants. Then, they were
introduced into iron horse bits such as the horse bit with ring-cheekpieces of small rectangle Tachigiki. Creation of
horse bits with ring-cheekpieces of riveted Tachigiki started in the beginning / first half of 7" century. That
corresponds to reorganization of gilt bronze harness production. With regrouping of harness makers, craftsmen of
bits with cheekpieces were reorganized, and then, some of the craftsman could work with gilt bronze harness

makers and learn riveting technique and then, create horse bits with ring-cheekpieces of riveted Tachigiki.

Keywords: horse bit, cheekpieces, riveted Tachigiki (fastener of the bit to the headstall), harness pendant





