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Wooden Handled Iron Sickle Excavated
at Jikemae Site in Fujieda City

Ritsuko NAKAGAWA

Summary: At the Jikemae site locating in the north-east of Shida plain of Fujieda city, mid-Shizuoka, a settlement
and a rice field were uncovered; both are estimated to be of the late Yayoi period. The features of pit dwelling are
found at the skirts of a mountain and the features of rice field are spread in the lowlands situated south. The rice
field was well established with taking geographical advantage. It was largely divided by wide paths equipped with
a role of stakes and lined boards, and also, smaller paths were recognized in the division.

In one of the wide paths, in the south of SK-6 point, a wooden handled iron sickle was found. Judging from
accompanied objects such as potteries, it highly likely belongs to the late Yayoi period. There has been no other
example of excavation of a sickle and its wooden handle attached together, which belongs to the Yayoi period.
This discovery can help revealing how to join a blade with a handle and its angle, and structure of wooden handle

itself.
Key words: iron sickle with wooden handle, handle of sickle, blade of sickle, wide baulk with row of stake,

Oleaster (Elaeagunus L.), parts of building, Shida plain, identification of wood species, wet rice

field site, site of settlement in late Yayoi period
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