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Consideration on the Manufacturing Method of Horse Straps through
Reconstructing Work

ILee Eun-seok

Abstract: By considering manufacturing methods, this paper classifies horse strap, one the
components of ancient horse trappings uncovered from Korea and Japan, into eight types. Except
Type A, the basic style and Type [, belly band, it can be identified two Chinese manufacturing styles
(Type B and Type H), two Silla and Gayva styles (Type D and Type E) and Type 1 (C), which has
been only found in the Japanese Haniwa, terracotta clay figures. It can be suggested that Baekje
horse trappings and their production techniques diffused to Japan, since items of Type F uncovered
from Tomb No. 1 at Bongdeok-ri in Gochang, which leather strap folds up quiver fitting and its edge
is reinforced by fabric string, is the identical style unearthed from Kamienvatsukivama Tumuius,
Type G, the dual reinforced style that inserts hemp cloth into leather strap, attracts attention,
because the uncovered numbers of this style are increasing.

The reconstruction work of horse strap on the basis of obhservation manufacturing methods
of horse trappings found in Korea and Japan resulted that horse leather straps were strongly
manufactured not for snapping easily in long-lerm use. It was not easy to produce belly band, one
of the ancient horse trappings, over 1 m wide in a certain length, thus it was joined by strings by
twisting several strands for maintaining its best durability.

By examining the regional aspects of technological diffusion, it can be estimated that the Japanese
hoerse straps can be subdivided into Silla, Gaya and Baekje types in accordance with manufacturing
methods. Studies on triple straps will provide important data for researching and reconstructing the

production method of ancient horse trappings.

Key words: horse straps, belly band, hemp cloth, ramie cloth
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