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Jinrikibo and Container for Sutra Scrolls of
Sankan Shonin of Suruga

—Carried Container for Sutra Scrolls in West Japan 2—

Junji ADACHI

Summary: In this study I explore the pilgrimage of Kyusyu region and tube-shaped containers for sutra scroll.
First, I examine roles of a monk, one of the pilgrims of Kyusyu, called Jinrikibo IJIRI of Satsuma who is the only
one we can identify in the Sengoku Period. Basing on the containers with his name on them excavated in Ibaraki
and in Kagoshima, analyzing the situation of regions at the same time, I found that he was not a simple pilgrim
monk who traveled to dedicate sutras, but at the same time, a messenger from the Shimazus to the Otomos, feudal
lords of Sengoku period.

Second, I examine a hexagonal Hoban style container unburied in Minamimachi, Hitoyoshi city in a stone
monument called Kotsuto (riterally “a stone tower”). This monument was constructed by a man called Genshun
INDO in order to comfort the soul of Nagatsune SAGARA, the lord of Hitoyoshi. Before constructing the
monument there, Genshun built such a kind of monument in faraway city Oshu Matsushima, on the way of his
travel for comforting the soul of Nagatsune. On the container excavated in Minamimachi, we can see a signature
written as Sankan Shonin of Suruga, which is possibly a name which represents his assigned status. This
container, containing teeth, is supposed to be an example of diversion of a container for sutra scroll.

Third, I point out that there were some monks practiced in Mt.Hikosan and Mt.Kurokamiyama, as well as some

monks traveling around Kyushu region.

Key words: carried container for sutra scrolls, Jinrikibo of Satsuma, Shimazu Nisshinko, Sankan Shonin of Suruga,

travel of Indo Genshun , stele for Sagara Nagatsune’s soul





