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The Sounds of Water

The name Isuien means “garden along the water,” and the
paths are designed to pass along water in various guises. In
the quiet of the Front Garden, you hear the gentle and the
soothing sound of a waterfall nearby @. As you proceed
from the Front Garden to the Back Garden, you are
accompanied by the babble of the stream flowing in front
of the Teishiiken tea house @. These sounds can be heard by
the guests for a tea gathering who sit in the waiting room
arbor, preparing their minds to enter the tea room.

As you stroll through the cedar-lined trail—the distant
“borrowed scenery” spreading before you beyond the Back
Garden—a rivulet gurgles companionably at your feet.
Passing through a copse of woods, you come out at the top
of a hill and then, taking a path leading past the waterwheel
house, you descend to the edge of the pond, where you spy
the waterfall again. Its finely tuned sound is produced by
careful calibration of the water supply and skillful, low stair-
stepped arrangement of the stones ®. Crossing the stepping
stones in a shallow wetland, you take a path lined with
large-flowering Hirado azaleas and follow the stream. Soon
you come upon a small waterfall close at hand, its sound
echoing at the side of a large foundation stone @. If you
listen carefully, you can enjoy the varied sounds of water the
garden offers at different elevations.
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