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Summary

The 3-chome Hyakunin-cho Site (Shinjuku Ward #43) is located at 2-, 3-, and 4-chome Hyakunin-
cho, and 6-8, 3-chome, Okubo. The 3-chome Hyakunin-cho Site is located in the east part of the Musashino
Plateau, that is, in Toshimadai in the southwest part of the former juncture between the Kanda River and the
Myoshoji River.

The neighborhood of 3-chome Hyakunin-cho corresponds to part of the former premises of the Teppo
Hyakunin-gumi {a 100-gun unit) Doshin-gumi. Its current town name comes from that hyakunin-gumi. This
kumi-yashiki began cultivating azaleas in a field behind the mansion to support the owner’ s livelihood.
Around the mid-Edo period, it became renowned enough to be noted as “the azalea of Okubo” in the Edo
Meisho Zue (Picture Guidebook to the Famous Places of Edo). During the Meiji period, the area surrounding
the survey point became property of the Japanese Imperial Army and was named Toyamagahara. In 1919,
Toyamagahara became home to the Imperial Army Science Institute. In 1937, a part of it was relocated to
Ikuta. Then, in 1941, the Imperial Army Science Institute was abolished.

The present excavation is the seventh survey of the 3-chome Hyakunin-cho Site, which is located
at 1-1, 3-chome, Hyakunin-cho, and to the south of the second survey site and to the west of the region
sandwiched the Yamanote Line of the fourth survey site. The excavation survey was conducted from June
16, 2024, upon the request of the Tokyo Finance Office, Kanto Finance Bureau, Ministry of Finance,

The point of the excavation survey faces Kita-dori (northern street) of the Hyakunin-gumi Doshin-
gumi Mansion, so it is presumed to have been home to the mansion. The survey revealed ruins and relics
dating back to the Edo period and to the Modern Times and subsequent eras. The ruins revealed to date
back to the Edo period include two wells, one ditch-shaped structure, one former leveled site, and 70 earth
pits containing traces of cultivated plants, along with 64 additional pits. The excavated ruins, dating back to
Modern Times and later. included one well, one brick basin, one ditch. and one hardened surface. The ruins
identified as dating back to the Edo period were rectangular earth pits arranged from south to north in the
major axis, and south to north in a straight line in an orthogonal direction to the southern road. These earth
pits may be a former array of mansion borders or related ruins.

The excavated relics include ceramics dating back to the Early Modern Period as well as ceramics
from the Modern Times. Similar to the other surveys of the 3-chome Hyakunin-cho site, the present
excavation has not revealed many relics. Among the relics unearthed are lead balls (bullets from matchlock

guns), which remind us of Teppo Hyakunin-gumi.
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