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Summary

The Empuku-ji Temple Site, Minato Ward, s located at the eastern foot of Mt. Atago (Atago Yama), a small hill
at the southeastern end of the Musashino Plateau,

At the peak of Mt Atago is the Atago Shrine. founded in 1603 by order of Tokugawa leyasu. Still today it
remains a spot for worship and sightseeing.

Empuku-ji Temple, which the archeological site was named after. is a temple of the Shingi Shingon sect. It was
founded as a betto-ji temple of the Atago Shrine and remained present throughout the Edo period. However, in
the Meiji era, it s said to have become ruined due partly to haibutsu kishaku (anti-Buddhist movement).

The present excavation survey, in connection with the redevelopment program for the surroundings of Mt.
Atago. was launched in December 2020 and ended in October 2024. The survey area was 3.017 m2.

The excavation. as had been expected earlier, revealed numerous ruins and relics related to the Empuku-ji
Temple, which existed in the Edo period. Also detected were ruins and relics dating back to before the Middle
Ages, some even dating back to the Jomon period. The ruins detected numbered as many as more than 1.000.

Among the ruins related to the Empuku-ji Temple were comerstanes and post holes for buildings. masonry
ditches and unsupported gutters, garden ponds, wells, soil piles, and construction ceremony ruins. Among the
relics found were pottery, ceramics, and earthenware, roof tiles, metal products, coins, lacquerware, wooden
products, glass products. stone towers, stone products, animal bodies (horse bones, etc.), and seashells
Particularly notable are the construction ceremony ruins. We unearthed treasure bottles, Cakraratna {a wheel-
shaped treasure possessed by the ideal universal ruler), single-pronged vajra, and other copper products, along
with earthen plates, and small stones considered to have been five-colored stones. These products are considered
to date back to the latter half of the 17th century or later, They are presumably buried in connection with a
groundbreaking ceremony when the buildings related to the Empuku i Temple were about to be built.

Among the unearthed relics from the Middle Ages are several stone stupas, One of the stone stupas thus found
is carved with the year 1474 (the sixth year of the Bummei era). It is thus a precious archeological material,

Among the finds dating back to the ancient times are ditch-shaped structures. Their soil coverings have
proved to contain haji ware and sue-ware. Among the other finds are more than 40 pipe shaped clay sinkers
dating back to the Tumulus period or the ancient times. They are proof that fishing was actively conducted in
those days.

From the Yayoi period, we unearthed soil piles and pits. along with urns whose former shapes popular in
that same period were evident, as well as red-colored pots, among others.

From the soil layer dating back to the Jomon era, we unearthed earthenware from the initial to the
last Jomon period, along with a large piece of timber. That large piece of timber was installed in a
hole dug to an oblong oval approximately 4 m long, 1 m wide, and 30 em deep.

Thus, the excavation survey has revealed that the site of the Empuku-ji Temple, Minato Ward, and
its surroundings were used as a place of people’s everyday life not only in the Edo period but also, in

some areas, as early as the Jomon period.
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