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Summary

The former Supreme Court stafl housing arca Is located in Hakusan 4-chome, Bunkyo-ku. Excavation were conducted from
June 2023 to March 2024, The site area is 1,154 ni , and it is located with Koishikawa Botanical Garden to the southwest.
Bunkyo-ku No. 145 was named “Haramachi Nishi® Site. The land became the property of the Supreme Court in 1950, and
three dwelling houses stood there until 1968 The three-stary bullding, made of reinforced concrete was built in 1969 and was
demolished in 2022. Before 1950, It was part of the estate of Yoshiro SAKATANI(1863-1941). who owned a vast residential
land. SAKATANI was a businessman and politician who served as Minister of Finance in the first SAIONJI Cabinet, Mayor of
ity. SAKATANI acquired the land in 1895, In 1901,

Tokyo, member of the House of Peers, and president of Senshu Un
the dormitory of the Bityukan Foundation was located here, the site of the excavation. BITYUKAN is a foundation established
in 1899 for students from Okayama Prefecture, SAKATANI's hometown. After SAKATANI's death. the part where SAKATANI
§ main residence was located was purchased in 1943 by the Ryumonsha Foundation. represented by SHIBUSAWA Keizo, the
nephew of his spouse (SHIBUSAWA Elichi’s daughter). At Ryumonsha, SHIBUSAWA Keizo tried to open ‘the Japanese Business
History Museum’ that SHIBUSAWA Eiichi had envisioned. but due to the circumstances of the times, this was not realized.
The vast collection of materials is currently stored in ‘the National Institute of Japanese Literature’ in Tachikawa City as the
“SHIBUSAWA Collection”. The SAKATANI House was requisitioned by the occupying farces in 1947, and after the requisition
was lifted, the area covered by this survey was sold Lo the Supreme Couirt,

The existence of Koishikawa Botanical Garden, located to the south, is closely related to the historical transition of this
excavated area, The predecessor of Koishikawa Botanical Garden was the Kishikawa Imperlal Medicinal Garden, established by
the Tokugawa Shogunate in 1684, Its predecessor dates back to 1652, when the Tatebayashi Domain residence of Tokugawa
Tsunayoshi was established. In 1680, TOKUGAWA Tsunayoshi hecame the 5th Shogun, and the Tatebayashi Domain®

s residence in il was ped as the Koishik: Palace. In 1698, a moat (Gotenbori) was constructed around

the palace. In this survey area, It was confirmed that the outer perimeter of the moat was curved. Alter the Gotenbori was
abolished and filled in 1713, it continued to be used as residences for TOKUGAWA. Tsunayoshi's vassals. As of 1714, 2/3 of
the northwest side of Haramachl Nishi became the residence of the HASHIMOTO, and 1/3 of the southeast side became the
residence of the OHMAE. A large amount of 'Kawarake’ unglazed earthenware dish, and "Dodama’ earthen balls were excavated
from an area thought to correspond to the OHMAE's residence In the southeast of the excavated area. In the 18th century,
there were two places in Edo city called “Kasamori Inari” Inari Shrine, which were said to be effective for skin diseases. One
was “Kasamori Inari” located in the grounds of Kannouji Temple in Yanaka. The other was the OHMAE's “Kasamoro Inari®
located on the former site of the KoishikawaPalace. In 1698, HACHISUKA Tsunanori, who was lord of the Awa Tokushima
Domain ordered the construction of a moat filled with water, surrounding the Koishikawa Palace. According to the “Koishikawa
Palace Map.” illustration from the Edo period, a drawing of the palace’s perlmeter, a water intake from the Senkawa Aqueduct
was drawn In the northwest part of the palace. Gotenbori was filled up In 1713,

Kurohama-type pottery from the mid-Early Jomon period was excavated from the black soll. and the remains of a Jomon pit
dwelling measuring approximately Sm - 4m were confirmed. However, about one-third on the southeast side was lost due o

the construction of Gotenbori.
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