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Summary

Overview of the second survey of the Kohinata houses on the South Site at 1-chome and 2-chome,
Kohinata

The South Site at 1-chome and 2-chome, Kohinata (Bunkyo Ward Site No. 118) is located at
I-chome and 2.chome, Kohinata, Bunkyo Ward. The site belongs 1o the Kanda River system flowing
through the Musashino Plateau into Tokyo Bay and is located on the left shore of the Kanda River.
The Kohinata Plateau, where the site is located. is surrounded on its three sides by rivers and valleys,
and is located at an altitude of 22 to 23 m near its south end. The site belongs in the temple region
of the Ryukoji Temple of the Rinzai sect of Zen Buddhism, which was located there from 1654
through 1908. The Kohinata Plateau is surrounded by sites dating back to various periods, that is,
the Paleolithic, Jomon, Yayol, Tumulus, Nara, and Heian periods, and the Middle Ages. Since they
are inside the red-lined zone (the extent of the city of Edo during the Edo period), they are close to a
densely-concentrated group of sites dating back to the Early Modern period and later eras as well.

From October 2023 through March 2024, we excavated an area of 964 square meters,

The South Site at 1-chome and 2-chome Kohinata has so far been excavated three times. At point
1. the Kanda Waterworks Shirabori site was investigated by the Bunkyo Ward Board of Education
below the plateau slope in 2011 and 2012. At point 2. the Ryukoji Temple tomb zone on the plateau
was investigated by the Bunkyo Ward Board of Education in 2009 and 2010. At point 3, the
Kohinata housing point on the plateau was investigated by the Tokyo Metropolitan Archaeological
Center in 2017 and 2018. This survey revealed the temple zone and tomb zone, along with the sites
dating back to the Paleolithic period to ancient times. The present survey corresponds to the second
investigation of point 3.

The investigation revealed: [1] five points where relics dating back to the Paleolithic period are
concentrated, [2] three furnace holes and three earthen pits dating back to the early Jomon period,
[3] four square-ditched tombs dating back to the Yayoi period, [4] the ruins of six pit dwellings dating
back to the late Tumulus period, |5] the ruins of two pit dwellings and two or more pillared buildings
dating back to the Nara and the Heian periods, [6] the ruins of many structures and burying facilities
related to temples of the Early Modern period. Above all, the ruins of structures where stones were
discovered as arranged around a burying urn placed upside down may have been suikinkutsu (water
harp cave) and are notable.

Among the relics excavated were: | 1] vertically elongated peelings and burned gravel dating back
to the Paleolithic period; [2] cord-marked pottery and string-marked earthenware dating back to the
early Jomon period: and [3] pieces of earthenware dating back to the early and middle Jomon period.
The Yayoi earthenware found is in limited quantities. The excavated items include haji and sue
earthenware dating from the late Tumulus period to the Heian period. The haji tsuki (shallow bowls)
excavated from the pillar holes from the ruins of pillared buildings dating back to the Heian period
are marked in India ink with the writing * /" " and " & ." Numerous pieces of pottery and roof tiles
were excavated from the layers of the Edo period. The most notable of all those is the writing in India
ink on the outside of a baking pan that says "l acquired this baking pan on the good day of November
1702"
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