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The Nara Palace Site, a Specal Historic Site
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The Nara Capital and Palace

t with broad and narrow sweers forming a grid.
With the Nara palace at the center of its northern end, the capital was traversed
from its main entrance, the Rajomon gate t the south,
to Suzakumon gate, the main entry 1o the palace by Suzaku avenue,
wide and lined with willow and pagoda trees.
The population is estimated ar approximately 100,000,
and as many as 6,500 bureaucrats were held to work at the Nar palace.
As the towl popularion of Japan at the time is estimated ar around 6 mi
or one-twenticth of its modern level,
the Nara capital was truly a great metrapolis in its day.
Investing and researching the Nara capical and palace sites
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Greetings

Nabunken,” the Nara National Research In-

tural Propertics is widely known as an institution en-

gaged in the incerdisciplinary and comprehensive research of cultural

propertics, These activities contribute significantly to cultural heritage

research, both nationally and internationally, and to the conservation,

n of our cultural assets. They
ticty of international academic exchanges and as-
sistance projects. Furthermore, we work with the Cultural Heritage
Disaster Risk Management Center 1o protect cultual properties from

disasters and to rescue them when disasters occur, as when the Noto

Penin Earthquake struck in January 2024,

“The social situation has changed considerably in recent years when
it comes to the preservation and utilization of cultural properties, with
Naburken now expected ta play a greater role as a narional center of
both basic and applied rescarch. In 2022, we summarized the current
INKEN MV 2022 (Mision,
Vision, Strategy). ‘This. policy document oudlines the importance of

siuarion and the issues we face in NAB

synthesizing research from various fields in @ welbbalanced way that
genicrates new knowledge and valuc. For a long time, Nabunken has
developed by incorporating “natural scicnces” like restoration tech-
nologies, analysis, and environmental sudies into a rescarch program
centered around the *humanitic

principally history and archacol-
ogy. Going forward, we belicve it will be vitl not only to develop
these ficlds further but also to apply the scalpel of science to sacial

effects produced by efforts to preserve and urilize cultural properties

and cultural heritage

thar incorporate expertise in the management for sites of historical and

< inorder to promote research into “social sciences”

cultural significance

Na

with its

sjiwara, and Heijo Palace sites,
%

once home to the Asuka,

history a process of

and cultural transmission. While focusing on the uniqueness and di-
versity of this history and culwure, we consider that it is imponant ta
strive to approach the comprehensive research of cultural properties
fram a perspective that champions these “Nara studies.”

We sincerely hape you will offer us your warm support and coopera-

tion from here on wo,

Independent Administrative Instirution Narional Institutes
for Cuhural Heritage

Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties
MOTONAKA Makoto, Director General
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Conservation

Outline of the Institute

The Nara National Rescarch Institute for Cultural Properties is an
i committed to

ive research on cultural heritage.

Nara is an ancient capital, known as *Nanta” {southem capial),
and because a wealth of ancient architecture and historical works of art
survives, researching these marerials in comprehensive fashion was the
reason for the Institure’s establishment. Subscquendy. triggered by the
question of the Nara palace sitel preservation from the 1960s the Insti-

tute has advanced full-scale excavarion and research of palaces and other
remains at both the Nara and Asuka/Fujiwara districrs. The resuls of
these efforts have been utilized both domestically and internationally
in rescarch and in academic exchanges regarding the development of
ancient capitals.

Also, efforts have been facused on protecting precious sites and ar-
tificrs throughout Japan and across the world, and on_ research related
to the preservation, conservation, and management of cultural proper-
ties, which serves as the basis for urilization of these marerials.

In addition, 1aining programs for cultural propertics specialists at
regional public organizations and for researchers from abroad, and
joint research with foreign and domestic instirutes have been carried
out in abundance.

Further, disseminating volumes of diverse information about cul-
tural properties through a variety of databases available on the Incerner,
and by publicly displaying rescarch and excavation resuhs at the Nara
Palace Site Museum, Fujiwara Palace Site Museum, and Asuka Histori-
il Muscum, are vital tasks for the Institute.

Recently, cultural propertics are being damaged almost yearly by
major earthquakes and floods. ‘The Institute is accordingly providing
relief for these afflicted cultural properrics, such as the reseue of dam.:
aged heritage, and surveys of the harm and consider
measures for sites like tombs with decorated stonc chambers that have
suffered severe damage to their mounds and are at risk of collapse.
From 2020, we are actively working on disaster prevention for cultural
properties in cooperation with the Cultural Herirage Disaster Risk
Management Cente ion of the National Institutes for Cultural

ions of counter-

Heritage, with its administrative office set up within the Institute.

M{LBED
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Conducting comprshensive
cultural heritage research
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Giving new life
Presentation/ 1o ancient remains
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Independent Administrative Ingftubon
MNatonal Insbitutes for Cultural Heritage
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History of the Institute

The Nara National Rescarch Institute for Cultural Properties
{Nabunken) was founded in 1952 as an auiliary organization of
the National Commission for Protection of Culwral Properties
(now the Agency for Cultral Affairs), with a view to conduct-
ing rescarch on cultural properties. At the time of irs inceprion,
Nabunken was composed of thre
chitecture, and history,
ibsequently, the problem of preserv g(]lc Nara and
ce sites led to the inception of the Division of Heijo
e Investigations (1963) and the Division of the Asuka/
Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations (1 . The Asuka Histori-
cal Museum was also established in 1973, prompred by a Cabi-
net decision made in 1970 as part of the government's efforts
preserve the cultural properties of the Asuka area. Furthermore,
as a measure to cope with the problem of buried cultural prop-
erties resulting from infrastructure development, the Center for
Archacological Operations was established in 1974.

In the 215t cenrury, central government ministries and agencies

nized as pare of a package of administrative reforms
implemented by the Japanese government, Tokyo M
search Institute for Cultural Propertic
search Institute for Cultural Properties (two research instittes
affiliated with the Agency for Cultural Affairs) were also merged
in April 2001 10 form the Independent Administrative Institu-
tion (IAI} National Rescarch Institutes for Cultural Properties.
Furthermore, the Independent Administrarive Institurion Na-
tional Institutes for Cultural Heritage (NICH) was then formed
in April 2007 through the merger of the 1A] National Museums
and the IAI Narional Research Institutes for Culrural Properries,
with Nabunken also becoming part of this bady, as it still is today.
Also, the secretariat of the Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk M
NI

:cm was installed in Nabunken in 2020, wi
moting cultural herirage disaster prevention init
with the Center.

In 2024, Nabunken was restructured as outined in its policy
document NABUN! AVS 2022 (Mission-Vi
In 2025, the Institute is celebrating the 50th anniversary
Asuka Historical Museum, Pechaps most significandy, this year
marks the conclusion of the five-year period oudined in the me-
dium-term targer period (2021- ‘ll": ) produced by each NICH-
affiliared instirute and the beginning of efforts to formukite the
sixth plan for the period from 2026 1o 2030. As such, 2025 isa
crifical year in which the Instirute will reflect on its activities over
the past five years and chart irs course for the coming term,
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W April 1852

The Instis blished as an auxiliary
Commission for Protcction of Cultural Properties, with a General Af-
fairs Division, Historical Research Divisian, Architeceure Research Di-
vision, and Art Research Division, at K,uug.mu—(hu, Nara.

of the Narional

W1954F “EEHI29EET B
0% BT S AR W FET & B

W July 1954
The Instiure was officially named the Nara Narional Culrural Properries
Rescarch Institure.

W1960 £ FEHIBEI0R
TP A T T % R

W October 1960
The office for the N:

was opened at the sitc.

a Palace Site (Heijo) archacological investigation

W1963FF BB EAR
T A L 1 O

B April 1963

Formation of the Division of Imperial Palace Site Investigations (Heijo).

W1968 £ FEHI43E6R
TALF R TORBRRM L %5

W June 1968
Establishment of the Agency for Cultural Affairs. The Institute moves
under its umbrella,

WI935 BRI E
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B April 1973

The Division of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations and the Asu-
ka Historical Museum were established. The Institute’s Accounting Sec-
tion was also cstablished.

W1974 £ B4R
HERSTB (R85 R - 2P SMRCEM > 7 — %
e

W April 1974
Addition of the Department of General Affairs and the Center for Ar-
chacological Operations 10 the Instiute,

W1975F - FEHS0E3 7

A LI 1117 BB ) 7 SRy AR 8 A 2 TR

EMarch 1975
Opening of the Asuka Historical Museum in Okuyama, Asuka Village,
Nara Prefecrure.
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B April 1980

TThe Division of Imperial Palace Site Investigations {Heijo) and the Cen-
ter for Archacological Operations moved to the new location, while the
Art Rescarch Division became a part of the Research Center for Bud-
dhise Art in the Nara National Museum.

l1saa£e BEH1634F
it B lenmwn.rhmu!wom =¥

M August 1988

A new headquarters building was buile for the Division of Asuka/Fuji-
wara Palace Site Investigations ac Kinomoro-cho, Kashihara, Nara pre-
fecture.

W2001 £ R IBEAR
BT BGE A SCIEM R A7 SO LW IR FERT & % &

W April 2001
The National Research Institure for Cultural Properties, Nara, was

granted the scatus of independent administraive institution.

W20075 - FRL195E4R
M T E AL e R

“a

2% FL AL M IE R &

W April 2007
It became the Independent Administrative Institution Naional Insti-
tuce for Cultural Heritage, Nar National Research Insticure for Cul-
tural Propertics.

W20185F  FREEFEER
SRET Y T

W June 2018

Construction of the new Nabunken Headquarters building compleced.

W2020%F - BHI2E0R
13137 SC AR B AR oo SCER P OE -+ > 7 — 0B R A¢
TN

mOctober 2020

An office of the Culwral Heritage Disaster Risk Management
Center (established within the NICH headquarters) was opencd
in Nabunken,

W2024FF BHEELR
i

SoFET, Wk, HHEL, WML

W April 2024
Reorganizarion of Nabunken: sections merged, new sections es-
tablished, some renamed, administrative divisions reorganized.



TEEEEEEER

MR, 42 ROCERTA
fAM U EERE 5
SRS TwE T

BT e R
Ml miM el

EFANIS S (/57T
L ToOffiHo
W AT

V2 % WA FE 0 b0 e B
PUE - A, B -
AWM -
Fig )
M- F b7 O R
HRRE

e

VBB OH A Y AR [
OhbTO—-ATT
TR Az, LT O
gL TwET
b 1 0 558 Lt ST A 05 3 1T 0 2 o i e
R AR OB A % 30 A
Bt B2 A O RMMA (LS
OREDE EITIZ20iTwEd, i, HEC
i, FEMORCE [50aE ORkLB
LoTwET

AL MRS 1
FEANGY 3 'r':to-'
Al X UREE U -
Az izl E+. i
b LTvE T

\-II?’-wu'.‘Mil EedEs

3= A
BIgW,

1%

SO T — =R
ER NS 4[4 M
HHL, WAERO

R B 1 2% FiE

A5k % A \:"iﬂ" T
LHE R T L LY

MbLEHEHOREIZLD -

ﬂ:li'i G
(2, e
TuEd

Department of Planning and Coordination

The Deparement of Planning and Coordin,

fon s respe

g and coordination of research-re-

for the comprehensive plann

lated projects conducted by the Nara National Research Institure

for Cultural Properties, and for promoting public ucilization of

the results. In addiion, it fosters the collection and dissemination

tional center for research related o cultural
arion and ad-

of informarion as a

nd provides expert coop

dinating joint research projects with them, The coope

nished in the operation of the Agency for Cultu

air's project
for preserving and urllizing the murals of the arsuzaka and

ra Palace Site Historical Park’s

Kitara tombs, as well as for the B

Heijokyu Tzanai-kan, is one good example,
For the execution of these proj
dutie u:!\g_llu follow
The Plar

the plannin

ts, the Department divides its

g five Sections.

s and Coordination Section is responsible for

and cootdinarion of traini

programs for culwural

properties personnel and ochers, thereby linking the Institute’

research tesults with improvements in the level of archaco

avations and cultral properties conservation conducted by

1l governments and other organizations throughout the r

Iso, in recent years, the Section s editing the peer-reviewed
Nabunken ronso : papers of Nane National Research Insti-
tute for Cultural Properties

The D

Institure’s d

nd Information Section ma ns and enhances the

4 gathers, ma

wins, and provides
data and materials related to cultural Bopshic o all levels of

people domestically and abroad. It is also prom

ting che multi-

lingual

As the Institute’s rational interface, alor

with planni

joint research with d Korea, the I

jonal Coope

jon operates and manages academic exchanges, tech

v cooperation with the various countries of Southeast

nd Public Eny

results of Institute rescarch to the public and explores new meth-

ent Section distribures the

ods of exhibition, principally through enriching the exhibitions at

facilities such as the Nara Palace Site Museum.

king photographs re-
stituce,
gement, and development of
new technology for photographs related ro cultural properties.

lated to the research activiries of e

is involved in the production, m;

BRYURIOL (D057 OLEELRY T
WRT 42 b—)b - Folt 2551 FETHY
PHTE—HEPIHAR Filk

Victar Chabsi, Director of the Insitute of Arch
Ukrainian National Academy of Sciences,
tonal Symposkum The War and Uirainian Archasological Hentage

THERTRMICRELIANS S [FA - 21
b+ Sa—YPL] (REBERAREDOBRAET)
Night Sight Museum at tha Nara Palace Site (Physical
Markers Showing the Scale of the Great Thanksgiving
Ceremony Hall in the Eastern State Halls Compound)
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Department of Cultural Heritage

The Department of Cultural Heritage has four sections, the
Historical Documents Section, the Architecture and Archacologi-
cal Features Section, the Cultural Landscape Section, and the Sires
Management Section, through which it conducts specialized and
comprehensive rescarch with regard to cultural materials such as
historical documents and other written marerials, historic struc-
tures and groups of traditional buildings, cultural landscapes, and
archacological sites and historic gardens.

“The Historical Documents Section creates catalogues and pho-
tographic records of ancient documents and orher written mate-
rials and historical marerials found ar major remples, primarily
in Nara and around the Kinki re It also researches mokkan

wooden tabless and other written materials excavated from the
imperial palace sites and other sites across the country alongside
historical documents related to the imperial palace sites, for ex-
ample, with the results of this rescarch transmitced throughout

The Architecture and Archacological Feawures Section conducts
ch on historical architecrure and examines restorations of
remains uncovered during exca

rese:

tional investigations. It also

collecrs, organizes, and publicizes marerials related to historical
archirecture, traditional architecrure, and archacological features.
fundamenal re-
scarch on cultural landscapes and also callects and organizes in-
formation on cultural landscapes taken broadly from hoth do-
mestic and forcign fields of view.

The Cultural Landscape Section conduc

The Site Managemenr Section conducts research for plan

on and con-
search re-
lated 1o the history of Japanese gardens and for their conservation
and restoration.

and management projects for the proper administra

servation of various historical sites. Iralso carries out

EREANAE | FRELF=R— "R HTOAXWRMERMORR
Historical Documents Section: Investigation of the Daijdsai-related wooden tablets (mokkan') found at the
Second Black, First Ward, Third Row Avenue, Left Capital of Nara Capital
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Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations (Heijd Division)

The Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Heijd
is engaged in research on the Nara capital site and tem-
: ace site, a designated Special Historic Site
inscribed on the UNESCO Waorld Heritage List ield.

The Nara capital was built following the Fujiwara capital as

s its ma

second full id out on a

Jay

regular street grid. In contrast to Fujiwara, which was abandoned

cale Chinese-style capital ciry

after a short period, the Nara capiral fincrioned as a genuine capi-
tal over @ 75-year span, from 710 to 784, Without doubr, this is
the period when Japan fully emerged as a state based on ritsuryé
{codified law).

During excavations, in addition to discovering features of
buildings and other structures, beginning with mokkan (wooden
documents) an abundance of artifacts such as pottery and roof
tiles used by people of the time are recovered. Artifaces are espe-
clally diverse ar the Nara palace site, where the Imperial palace
and government offices concentrate, and for chis reason it is called
We b

cumulate steadily the results of detailed research on these arti-

a “subterrancan treasure house.” eve our mission is to ac-
facts and features, clarifying thereby the manner in which Japan
matured as an ancient state, and disseminate the output in casily
understandable form to society at large.

PEHEER=S—V"HORENE (FEHS)
Excavation of the Second Block. First Ward, Third Row Avenue, Left Capital of Nara Capital (view from the southeast)
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Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations
(Asuka/Fujiwara Division)

The Asuka/Fujiwara region of Nara prefecture, extending from
the village of Asuka to the city of Kashihara and a portion of

Sakurai City, was the historic setting for the emergence of the

ancient Japanese state, and served as the political, economic, and

cultural center from the end of the sixth to the first part of the

cighth cenmurics. Even roday a variety of archacological remains

lie dormant beneath the ground, including imperial palaces and
the residences of elive families, the sites of remples including Asu-

kadera, the oldest cloistered Buddhist temple in Japan, plus the

carthen podium of a water clock, the remains of tombs, and a

workshop complex for the production of craft items. Ao, in the

northern half of this region lics the Fujiwara capital, built on a
rectangular grid spreading out five kilometers on a side around
the Fujiwara palace, located at the center of the capital and con-
taining the emperor's residence, along with halls where ceremo-
nies of state were conducted.

At the Asuka/Fujiwara Division, through the excavation of
these sites, interdisciplinary investigarions are conducred with

a concrete historic image of the ancient

m of reconstructin,

state, In addition to making these results widely available through
public viewings and guided visits at excavations, publication of
rescarch results, and exhibitions ac the Fujiwara Palace Site Mu-

seum, the Division is also dealing with the prescrvation of these

sites and their public utilization,

WL, CORMOEEORMBELESHICLE (MEDS).

Excavation of the East Sector of the Ishigami Site: An object known as the ML Sumeru stone and a pair of stone
figures ware famously found in the east sector of tha Ishigami site. Researchers detected post-in-ground walls
constucted between 650 and 700 CE, revealing the architectural features of the southeast comer of the site at

the time (view from the southaast).
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A pigment map of the Snake image from the Kitora Tumulus mural
paintings of the twelve zodiac animals (mercury distribution)

Center for Archaeological Operations

Along with conducting practical rescarch

tive methods for cultural propertics, the Center for Archacolo
cal Operations spreads this technology through training, and by
providing advice and cooperation.

The

and research regarding the preservation of cultural propertic

nservation Science Section carries out investigations

nd

conduces practical research to develop techniques for the preser-

ion and restoration of excavared irems based on their materi-

als and structure, and for elucidating the mechanisms of their
deterioration.

The
tions and research aimed at establishing rescarch methodolog

nvironmental Archaeology Section carries our investig

regarding the reconstruction of past environmens. It also contin-
ues to carry out the collection, and making publicly accessible, of

modern-day specimens that are the basis of this research.

The Dendrochronology Section conducts research on the

p-

plication of dendrochronology to the fields of archacology, his-

tory, and the histories of art and architecrure.

The Site Investigation Methodology Section compiles and

makes publicly accessible databases on archacological sires and

rch based on

traces of past natural disasters, and conducts res

geological dam and so forth on the technolog
cultural properties as well as for the surveying of archa
sites, etc., in order to enhance the quality of site investigation and
research, and the efficiency of archacalagical excavation, through-
out Japan.

In addition, the Center is publishing the latest research ropics
and results through CAO NEWS.
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Department of Research Support and
Promotion

The Department of Research Support and Promotion has been
put together as a managerial organization to conduct the opera-

tions of the Institute, and enable each research division to realize

the positive and motivared performance of irs distincrive investi-

gative and research actvities, Comprised of the Administrative,

Fina ental Maintenance Divisions, it

cial Strategy, and Enviror
carries our the vital function of promating in smooth and posi-

rive fashion the rasks of investigative research, training, exhibi-

tion, and public presentation, erc., on the basis of firm links with

each research division and cenrer.

The Departmenc's duties consist of the management of the
administration and day-to-day operations of the Institute, of
evaluation and regulation, and of public promotion of its proj-
ects, which in concrere rerms includes the managerial accounting,
general affairs, and publicity for projects conducted with govern-

ment subs

for management, research grants, and diverse
funds received from the Agency for Culrural Affairs, the Minis-
try of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism, plus regional
governments, shrines, and temples, etc.; in addition, the building

engineering and maintenance work and disaster prevention mea-
sures for various facilicies including the Heijo and Fujiwara office
buildings, the Nara Palace Site Museum, and the Asuka Historical
Museum; the incernational cooperative work for cultural heritage
, Ko ambadi.

wries; and the logistics of specialist traini

prescrvation in Chi and other Asian coun-

for culty

| properties
personnel of regional governments and other organizations,

At present, the Department conducts the spring and autumn
public lectures for broadcasting the results of the Institute’s inves-

tigations and research, the Tokyo lectie, the publication of those
research results and the dissemination of informarion through the
Institute’s website, and the management erc. of the volunteers
who provide explanations ar the Imperial Audience Hall, Suzaku

nd the Nara Palace Site Muscum of

Garde
re N,

Gare, East Pala
the Special Histor
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International Academic Exchanges
Related to Research and Protection
of Cultural Properties and Heritage

The Institute s currently conducting the following exchange
programs: (1) a comparative rescarch and academic exchange re-
Iated to ancient capital sites with the Insticute of Archacology, Chi-
nese Academy of Social Science; (2) a joint i

gation with the
Archacological Institute of Henan Province, China, of the Huang-
hi/Baihe kil sites in the city of Gyongyis (3) a joint investigation
with the Archacological Instiute of Liaoning Province on materials
such as the artifacts from the Lamadong cemetery related o the
culture of the Former, Larer, and Northern Yan; (4) comparative
research on the formation and processes of development of ancient
Japanese and Korean culture, and exchanges on excavarions, with
the National Rescarch Institute for Cultural Propertics, Koreas (5)
investigative rescarch and preservation projects with the Authority
for the Protection and Management of Angkor and the Region of
Siem Reap on the Western Top site, plus personnel development;
(6) a3 project entrusted to the Institute by the Agency for Cultural
Affairs, the transfer of archaeological technology with the National
Museum of the Republic of Kazakhstan regarding the research,

recording, and preservation of archacological artifacts (completed

in fiscal 2021); (7) a technology transfer project with the Interna-
tional Institute of Central Asian Studies of the Republic of Uzbeki
stan on the scientific rescarch of archaeological heritage (begun in
2022); (8) joine rescarch with several institutes in England relaving

to the dissemination abroad of information on Japanese archacol-

ogy: (9) rescarch exchanges on character image search systems, etc.,
with Taiwan's Instirute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica;
(10) an expert exchange program concerning the protection of cul-
Ukraine.

raral properties damaged in the war

HNAMIT -
The compiation of reconstruction and restoration work at the Central Sanctuary of Western Prasat Top, in the Angkor
site group, Cambodia (view trom the aast)
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Publicizing the Results of
Research Activities

rescarch and survey results

‘The Institute publicly display

through the Asuka Historical Museum, the Nara Palace Site Mu-
seum, and the Exhibition Room of Fujiwara Palace Sire.
Every spring and autumn, the Institute also organizes public

lace Site Museum in which its researchers

lectures ar the Nara

present the results of their investigations and surveys. In addition,
the Asuka Historical Museum also holds events and invites special-

ists, from both within the Institute and from the outside, to give

lectures in association with special exhibitions of the museum.

At excavations it conducts, the Department of Imperial Pal-

ace Sites Investigations provides opportunities for the public to
abserve the results of their investigations by holding open site
viewings (guided visits).

Publications issued by the Institute making these research and
survey results publicly available include its academic journals,
annual reports, compendia of historic materials and other basic
data, anthologies of miscellancous papers, illustrated guides and
catalogs of exhibitions, and newsletters from the Institute and
from the Center for Archacological Operations.

Website of the Nara National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties

“The Website provides information an public events such as ex-
hibits at public facilities, open lectures by Institute researchers,
and public site viewings at excavations, plus information about
the Nara palace site, columns by researchers, and so forch.

In addition to providing a variety of information about cul-
tural propertics, thraugh 35 databases and other materials such
as high definition digital images, efforts are being made ar widely

circulating the Institute’s research results, through full access to

a partion of its publications placed in a research informarion re-

pository
z =
#20@ =E
% ft B T{EM
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L
f2e2 2] 0w
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2024 fiscal year publications
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Asuka Historical Museum

This is a museum with a historical focus, which was established
in 1973 and opened in 1975 at Okuyama in the village of Asuka,
based on a Cabinet decision made in conjunction with special
legislative measures aimed at preserving the historic features of
the Asuka region. lts regular displays feature the Asuka period
and region, centering on the results of investigations conduct-
ed by the Institute, and holds special exhibitions roughly three
times a year. The standing exhibits present a varicty of marerials,
starting with designated Important Culrural Properties such as
stone carvings of a male and female image and a representation
of Mt Sumery, plus items recovered from the Takamatsuzuka
tomb, as well as materials found at the Asukadera, Mizuochi, and
Asuka-ike workshop sites, and the dismanding project for the
Takamatsuzuka tomb. Also, there are detailed replicas of stone
objects of Asuka in the shape of a tortoise and mankeys, placed
on the museum grounds ta recreate the atmosphere of an ancient
garden,

In addition to the above, the museum's appeal s being en-
I

and the enrichment of irs websire,

ed with efforts such as the provision of original souvenirs

‘The Asuka Historical Museun'’s Tumuli Mural Paintings Sec-
tion rescarches wall paintings found in tomb mounds in Japan
and overseas. Furthermore, at the behest of the

gency for Cul-

tural Affairs, it helps with the day-to-day management and ad-

ministration of the Center for the Preservarion of Kitora Tamulus

Mural Paintings (located within the Asuka Historical National
Government Park) while also providing support for the exhibi-

tions of the mutal paintings and other special exhibitions, etc,
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BERRET (B2ETHE
Reguiar exhibit (Exhibition room No.2)

* b SEMR R SR 51 SRmD L
Public display event of the murals at the conservation and management
tacilities for the Kitora tumulus murals
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Nara Palace Site Museum
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ted in the northwestern part of the Nara palace site, is rioc only an exhibition

Rt il

The Nara Palace Site Museum (opened in 1970), ko
nating various investigation and cultural property research results of the Insticuse, it is also significant as the site museum serving
facility to the grounds of the Nara Palace, a Special Historic Site. The Museum hasalso been maintaining its permanent exhibirio
themaric exhibi
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Fujiwara Palace Site Exhibition Room Institute Library
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The Department of Imperial Palace Sitcs Investigations (Asuki/ Cuhural Prope + library materials as long as this does
ntetfere with the Insticute’s investigations and reséarch

Fujiwara) apened this exhibition rmom within the Institute to in-
troduce its research findings concerning palaces, temples, and tomb
mounds throughout the lace/Capital and Asuka region. well as issues of roughly 5,000 journal

propertics, beginning with reports on excavations and on repairs to

The Library currencly holds approximately 360,000 volumes, as
related mostly to cultural

The process of building Fujiwar
capital. the way of life of the residents, and conditions following
the move of the capital 1o Nara and so forth, are explained through

ppearance of the completed
historic structures.

displays of artificrs, models, and panchs
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Training/Guidance and Education

Training and Guidance for Cultural Proper-
ties Specialists

In order to promote the preservation and urilization of cul-
wral properties and improve its services for the public good,
the Institute conducts training with the aim of upgrading the
quality of personnel in charge of cultural properties at regional
public organizations. In FY 2024, the Instimte organized 13
specialized training courses (see the list of FY 2024 culwral
properties specialist training courses). Most of the training
takes the form of lectures, but training is abo conducted that
incarporates field surveys and practical skill sessions. Further-
more, the lectures for some courses were posted online, with
lecturers also visiting local arcas to deliver ralks. 60 training
days were alsa held, with 329 participants attending in toral,
Fach Department/Center of the Institute cooperates with
local governments and related organizations by providing
guidance and advice regarding excavations, the processing and
preservation of excavated artifacts, the preservation of features,
the management of such remains, and so forth, in response to
sequests. The major cooperative projects for FY 2024 are listed
in the accompanying table. In addicion, in response to requests
from the Agency for Cultural Afirs, local governments, and
related organizations, the Institute engages in collaborative
work on or undertakes the conducr of excavations, the pres-
ervation of archaeological sites and arrifacts, surveys relared o
u- public p ion of archacological sites,
of hacological features, 4quVS|\ of
t%una' remains, and dendrochronological dating, erc.

the

2024 FE BFSOMEE - BEVSICHTIEE - BH—K snoswezrcozin
Guidance/Cooperation Related to Sites/Structures throughout Japan, 2024 Fiscal Year
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Collaborative Education with Kyoto Univer-
sity (Graduate School)

As adjunet faculty with Kyoto University, Graduate School
of Human and Environmental Swudies (Department of Cultur-
al Coexistence, in the field of Studies of Culwral Heritage un-
der the Course on Culural, Regional and Historic Studies on
Environment), the five Institute researchers of TAMADA Yo-
shihide (Archaeology), SEINO Takayuki (Archaeology), BABA
Hajime (Historical Documents), YAMAZAKI Takeshi (Envi-
ronmental Archacology) and WAKIYA Ssichird (Conservation
Science) provide guidance at the Institure to graduare students
specializing in cultural heritage studics, in addition to conduct-
ing their separate lectures, seminars, and practical training.

In the 2024 fiscal year, a rotal of 6 students received rescarch
guidance, with 2 admirred to the maser's program and 4 to the
doctoral program.

Collaboration with Nara Women’s University
(Graduate School)

As adjunce faculty with Nara Women's University, Graduate
School of Humanities and Sciences (Department of Compara-
tive Culture, Cultural History Course), IMAI Koki provides
instruction on “East Asian Archacalogy,” JINNO Megumi on
“Historical Archacology,” and KUWATA Kuniya on *Wooden
Document Studies,” with all three giving research guidance to
the eight students currently enrolled in the doctoral program
(Imai: 1 student; Jinno: 1 student; Kuwata: 6 students).

Each of these courses gives graduate students the rare oppor-
tunity to engage directly with the Insticute’s research, including
examining archacological features and artifacts recovered at the
Nara Capital and Nara Palace sires as well as compararive stud-
ies with artifacts from across East Asia, offering an educational
experience found nowhere else.

Educational Cooperation for Nara University

Pursuant to the 2012 “Agreement on Educational Caopera-
tion berween the Nara National Research Insticute for Culwral
Properties and Nara University,” Uchida Karunobu, Nakajima
Yoshiharu, Wakiya Saichird, Obayashi Jun, Edani Keiko and
Takahashi Chinarsu gave lectures during the second term of the
2024 Culrural Properry Landscape Srudies course (15 lecrures
in total). Lecture topics included: the history and key prin-
ciples of historic site maintenance as well as project flows and
rechnological frameworks: the science of historical site conser-
vation; areas adjacent w the Nara palace site; the preservarion
of pes: the p ion and wtilization of scenic spors;
and the i igation and urili of cultural land:
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%EI‘":M EH %Fﬁ' ZN-'_I.: f.% Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties
630-8577 ZEMAZEM_%_TE9®1S Tel0742-30-6733 (KM / Fax.0742-30-6750

2-8-1 Nijo-cho, Nara City, Nara Prefecture 630-8577 Japan

FRCHFRAETE RN S
Headquarters Building

BB EEE

{48001 - i) oo pesTOBRR

HTHIF201BEICRALE Lz, TCEFEEOHHPRICH
SEBPIOERCHLEOET. BECETORERET. FHROD
FGERPENLNOBTANSERALLLD. TORFERD
b, BRORTEBIE>TVET,

The Headquarters Building was completed In 2018. Tha site is
diractly in front of Saki Gata, which opans at the canter of the
weslern side of the Nara palace. In the excavation preceding
construction, as features of the Nara capital street syslem and an
oidar diaganally running large ditch wera discovered, siaps wera
taken tor their presarvation and marking their locations on the
ground surfaca.

= E RS Z DERD

Nara Palace Site Museum and other facilities

FHENARRS QTN MENS
Nara Palaca Stte Mussum, Storage facilties

FHESAHE NARA PALACE SITE MUSEUM

Bra Exhibiton foom Eomm
L Auditorum
e Small audiorium i:
mImE STORAGE Mo.3 H -
= SECOND FLOOR 2 bm
BEHER Consarvalion Science aboratory i
FEEAR Woaden implemants processing ﬁ o
+BREEE Eanthenware pracassing 5 g
HuEw Rool liles processing
i FIRST FLOOR E
MR Socurity room
b i s




ﬂﬁ%ﬁéﬁﬁﬁg (ﬁ% ﬁﬁﬂﬁg) Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

634-00256 FERRHEENAZFESS-1 Tel0744-24-1122 ((RF) / Fax.0744-21-6390
94-1, Kinomoto-cho, kashihara City, Nara Prefecture 634-0025 Japan

W ANE

BEFRERNS (RE- BREX) Ta WEnsS
Department of Imperial Palace Siles Investigations (AsukaFujiwara)

it WS- SUmAON] PO SN mmmn
ERI-E

e

i

FRLY SR
Division Headquarlers entrance

ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁﬁ Asuka Historical Museum

634-0102 FRVBHEADEHNRAILC0T Tel0744-54-3561 (f{FK) / Fax.0744-54-3563
601, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Takaichi County, Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan

RBEER RS
Asuka Historical Museum

Rl =00
R Basement floor Prafostural rosd [Sakars-Yoshino routel
WRERE Special Exhibition Room
L Library | peg A )
R Storage
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Ul TS R

o

Maps of the Heijo and ‘-ﬂ"n
Asuka/Fujiwara Areas e

SRR N
PoTtts o Chstaen Procertics 4
LERES f'“”?

XibEES

Department of Cultural Heritage

ERISEIRAAEEAE (SEkithEE) i

Department of Imperial Palace Sites

Investigations(Haijo)

EEibit5—

Center for Archaealogical

Operstions

8 o PRE - PO mE R

HMT 5o

A & MR 5.0 ek

[ e SR TR R L

VRN 2 BT B

Excavates the Nara palace and capital

sites of the eighth century; investigates |

original historic sources and architecrural \ i

history; gives advices to local authorities a

in chrge of excavations; trains local fio R
IS f

BEEMEX  Fuiwara Area
aﬂ%ﬁagﬁ(mﬁ-iﬁmxli

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
hvmllﬂﬂuuns(ﬂsltafFunEm]

67 R OER - BA7 % Fhi 0Bk
HEREMMAET 5.

Excavates the sites of palaces,
governmental offices, temples, and other

pars of the capital of the sixch and
seventh centurics.

MRSHRE A
RAEE

Asuka Historical Museum

6+ 7 i (RISBF) RIS /512
[ 5 R

A historical muscum focusing on the

Asuka region of the sixth and seventh
centuries (Asuka Period).




EFHI?IEEIE Map of the Nara Capital Site
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Eﬁiéﬂiﬁ Chronological Table

Wado Kaichin (bronze coin) issued. Raelocation of the Capital to Nara is decided
EEESVRIDPe HEHBOXKS0e

Taihg code put into effect

KHBEVEM DR

Fujiwara bacomes the capital of Japan

e L B e b o

Emprass Zotienwuhou of Tang enthronad
BUBEKELEAES e

AsukaKiyomihara Code snacted

RERBEFYEN D@

Compilation of the Ritsurys legal code and oflicial istoric chronicles bagins
BPVEHSBRNEDS0

Silla unifies the Korean peninsula
RHAFEHBLE | be

Emperor Tenmu enthroned at the Asuka Kiyomihara palace
HECHUE N MKEKHARERBENINES e
First census register compiled

BORMILE (BKHHE) wOve

United force of Japan and Baakje losas 1o the Tang army ai Hakusonks
m# - [WHEEOE ORHVEURCe

Talka Reform declared

KBRS HWHR

Princa Nakane Oa assassinates Soga no ruka
FKEMNORER<ENEEDe (NDSR)
Canstruction of Yamadadera temple bagins
JEFY v ORL0

First delegation sant toTang China

HR-OeMmgxH

Tang Dynasty defeals Sul

HRENE D

©na no Imako sant 1o Sui China; construction of Horyuji tample baging
SHREMPELES DG HEIPROVvORSR
Sakatadera temple erected

BEIPY OV

Seventeen Article Constitution pramulgated

B DR

Imperial palace moves to the Oharida Palace

SHEHZONR

Prince Umayade (Prince Shotoku) oversaes politics

EILH (SEEKN) REZNRNERUR

Empress Sulko anthroned at the Toyura Palace, Asuka
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Abandoned Nara capital reveris fo rice paddies by this lime
HNENNEBDESHERIEC M REVLR

Retired Emperor Heizel dies

EFEKHKIH R R H e

Ratired Emperor Heizel moves 1o the Nara palace

BFE KUK R B HioL e

GCapital maves to Heian

BRI R

Capital moves to Nagaoka

L R

Yobai Palace completad

BEHNRREPQ

Priost Dokyd falls from power

ARAKE 00

Fujiwara no Nakamaro's rebeilion occurs: production of ane million miniature pagodas started
MEEENSHE" MIREYNvoRewe

Y040 code pui info effact: Tachibana no Naramaro's uprising occurs: Nara palace remodeled
HNEEVED BRSO RN

An Lushan's rebellion breaks out in Tang

b kEIemRe e

Priest Jianzhen (Ganjin) arives from Tang

WA R KO

Cansacration held of the newly made colossal Buddna figure at Tadaiji tampla
EKirKICERKBRBIBOS0

Capital raturns to Nara

BHBIEL PR

Capital moves 1o Nankwa

BRIEVE D0

Shigaraki Palace oracted

MDY N ve

Govermant orders the erection of provincial temples
BRIreBHVKLe

Fujimara no Hitotsugu's reballin takes place. Capital moves fo Kuni
BEKEOMEON®R  fRUKLRBRN R

Smalipox epidemic breaks aut; four brothers of the Fujiwara Family (Muchimaro,etc.) die
KERKEE  SIEERIEN < RR2R 1P

Prince Nagaya farced to commil sulcide on suspicion of reason
HEHe MG Ie

Emperor Shomu enthronad

BEKHaES 0

Nihon Shoki [Chronicle of Japan]  compiled

O#ERRIRE e

Kaojiki [Records of Ancient Matters] completed. Emparor Xuansong of Tang enthroned
foERERREre BUMIHEERE SR

Capital moves 10 Nara
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f_’ﬁ'?fi'lﬂ Location

RESUEMRRRT FTS

Institute Headaquarters

630-8577 WAMKRM_KI_TEOIE1S
FREAEAE ERm Tel0742-30-6733 Fax.0742-30-6750
HBRER  Tel0742-30-6734 Fax.0742-30-6730
BSME  Tel0742-306736 Fax.0742-30-6730
LRSS LNEE SEMboyy—
Tel0742-30-6733 Fax.0742-30-6750
WERERMAE (THBE) Tel0742-30-6832 Fax 0742-30-6830
2-8-1, Nije-cho, Nara City, Nara Prefecture 630-8577 Japan

21744 b https://www.nabunken.go.jp

BEREBED (RS - BRIX)

Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)
634.0026 FARMEMFZHE 894-1

Tel0744-24-1122 ~ Fax0744-21-6380

84-1, Kinomota-cho, Kashihara City, Nara Prafecture 634-0025 Japan

FRSEFIE

Asuka Historical Museum

6340102 SEANMTMEADHIRLE01
Tel0744-54-3561  Fax0744-54-3663
601, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Tekaichi County. Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan

Dz 74 b https//www.nabunken.go.jp/asuka/
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Celebrating 50 Years of
the Asuka Historical Muscum

The Asuka Historical Museum, part of the Nara
National Research Insticute for Cultural Properties,
opened its doors in 1975 in Okuyama, Asuka-mura,
following a Cabinet decision in 1970 that stipulated
its establishment. Since then, the museum has orga-
nized countless exhibitions showcasing rhe allure and
historical significance of the Asuka region, which was
home to ane of Japans earliest capitals. By the end of
2021, the muscum had welcomed over five million
visitors. This year, as the museum celebrates its 50th
anniversary, it is pleased to announce that a group of
objects found ar the Asukaike Workshop site thar is
part of its permanent exhibition will be (fc‘:dglwl"d an
Important Cultural Property. Further, the museum’s
main building and ricker hooth will become Regis-
tered Tangible Cultural Praperries. Both buildings
were designed by Taniguchi Yoshird (I‘)ﬂ-‘Llﬂ?‘J%.
the renowned architecr of the Tokyo National Mu-
seum’s Asian Gallery and the Narional Museum of
Modem Art, Tokyo. Building on these milestones,
the museum looks forward to continuing to play a
rlmmi role in preserving and sharing Asuka's historic
landscape and cultural heritage.
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