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Summary

The Motoasakusa Site 2nd excavation report.

The Motoasakusa Site is located in Motoasakusa, Taito-ku, Tokyo. The site is located on a lowland
between the Musashino Plateau and the Sumida River. The current elevation is about 2 m above sea
level. In the Edo period. there were residences of samurai and feudal lords, and in the Meiji period,
there was Tokyo Prefecture First High School for Girls. Currently, Tokyo Metropolitan Hakuou High
School is located there.

Through this archaeological excavation, we unearthed remains and artifacts mainly from the
Edo period and the Meiji period. The remains were mainly located on piles of embankments. We
categorized the results into three phases according to the order of embankment, giving them the
names Phase II, Phase III, and Phase [V,

Phase II corresponded to the middle of the Meiji period or later. We found three foundations of
Tokyo Prefecture First High School for Girls. The foundations were constructed of wood, concrete,
and bricks, We believe that the foundations were built solidly to cope with the soft ground of
the lowland area. We also found clay pipes along the building foundations. We believe they were
intended to collect rainwater and drain it off.

Phase IIl corresponded to the late Edo period to the early Meiji period. We found a large pond in
the center of the survey area. The pond was surrounded by wedge-shaped stones, and a central island
was built in the center of the pond. We assume that it was a garden pond used by feudal lords. The
pond was gradually filled in from the end of the Edo period, and we assume that the reclamation was
completed before the construction of the Tokyo Prefecture First High School for Girls, We also found
three water-conducting facilities made of wooden flumes and wooden boxes in the northwest of the
pond. These would be the facilities for regulating the pond’s water.

Phase IV corresponded to the early Edo period. We found masonry remains crossing the survey
area from east to west. This masonry remains consisted of three wedge-shaped stones piled up and
was accompanied by a retaining plate. Based on an Edo period map, we assume that the masonry
remains demarcated in this area. We also found a reddish-brown soil embankment to the south of
the masonry remains. This embankment was made after the masonry remains were built, and there
were remains of buildings on this embankment. The masonry remains may have been constructed in
preparation for embankment to create ground for human habitation.

Each phase of this survey yielded interesting results. We hope that this report will be useful in
understanding this site.
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