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SUMMARY

1) Machikaneyama site is situated on a low hill, Machikaneyama, cn the
Toyonaka campus of Osaka University, located in the northern part of Osaka
prefecture. We have conducted several seasons of rescue excavation, in advance
of the construction projects on the campus, since 1982,

This report accounts for the results of two seasons work in 1987; the excava-
tion of the 5th and 7th season.

Through our survey, the following important points have been clarified.

2) The 5th season excavation was conducted in advance of the construction
of a tennis court in the southern part of the campus. The site was located on
the western end of an east-west ridge of the hill. We found many potsherds
of the Yayoi period in the deposits accumulated on the hill slope: storage jars,
cooking vessels, pedestalled dishes, bowls, and stands. Analysis these pot-
sherds, we can demonstrate that they belong to the latest phase of the Yayoi
period, which dates back to as early as the 3rd century AD. These finds
seem to have moved there from the upper part of the hill, where a settlement
of the Yayoi period probably existed.

3) Tt is noteworthy that the settlement is located on the upper part of the
hill at an elevation of some 65 meters above sea level, with a relative height
of some 50 meters above the nearest plain. We found in the 1983 excavation,
nearly the same type of site belonging to the middle Yayoi period, on the
eastern tip of the Machikaneyama-hill. These results indicate that the Machi-
kaneyama-hill was inhabitated by people from the middle to the latest phase
of the Yayoi period. In this period, we usually find two types of settlement,
one located on alluvial plains and the other on the hill tops. Machikaneyama
settlement belongs to the latter, presumably developed as a defence settlement
on a hill top.

4) We found, in the same deposits, numerous fragments of kaniwa, a kind
of ritual terracotta for tumuli in the Kofun period. Analyses of these haniwa
fragments reveal that most of them belong to a cylindrical Aaniwa and that
other small part of haniwa fragmenis belong to haniwas shaped like a house,
a canopy, and an arrow container. Chronological studies showed these kaniwas
to belong to the later part of the 5th century AD. These finds indicate there
was probably a tumulus in the past, which may bave been destroyed by the
construction of barracks for the U.S. forces stationed here immediately after
World War II. Judging from the topographical features of the site, the tumulus
must have been of a small scale, say, a mound with a radius of some 10 meters.

5) The 7th season excavation was carried out from June to July 1987, at
the location some 100 meters east of the above mentioned site. The university
planned there the construction of the Research Center of Extreme Materials.

The site is located on a hill top at an elevation of some 70 meters above
sea level. In the deposits accumulated on the hill slope, we obtained some
fragments not only of haniwa but sue ware, a kind of kiln-made pottery in the
Kofun period. These artifacts belong chronologically to the latest phase of
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the 5th century. It is a great pity that the upper part of the hill, where may
have been z tumulus in the past, was totally scraped out by the same construc-
tion as mentioned above,

6) The 6th season excavation was conducted in April 1987, in the center
of the campus, where the Faculty of Letters planned the Department of Japa-
nology building. We found there little evidence of archaeological features
except the deposits rich in humus which indicated some remains nearby.
These three seasons of excavation have provided us with much information
with which to reconstruct in detail the distribution of settlement sites and
turnuli on Machikaneyama-hill area.
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