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Overview of Hirayama Site, Hino City

Summary

The Hirayama Site is vast. measuring 1.96 km from east to west and 1.33 km from north to south. Located
from Toyoda 3-chome to Nishi Hirayama 4-chome in the southwestern part of Hino City, the ruins are on a
riverside terrace formed on the left bank of the Asakawa River. Below. the Asakawa River—a tributary of the
Tama River—flows northeast, while the opposite bank is flanked by the Tama Hills.

This survey is associated with the construction project for General National Route 20 [Hino Bypass
(extension)| by the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism, covering 6,913 square meters. The
site Is to the west of the district reported in 2022. Our survey of the flat surface of the terraces in the eastern
part of the site has revealed some remains and relics dating back to the Paleolithic period through to the Early
Modern period.

A total of 145 lithic specimens and 150 pebbles were recovered from a paleolithic concentration. The lithic
assemblage consists of micrablades, scrapers, retouched flakes, as well as a pyramid-prosmatic maicroblade
core. The assemblage falls within 20.0-19.5 ky cal BP.

Among the items unearthed from the layer dating back to the Jomon period were a few remains, including

pit remains and stone clusters related to stone-steamed dishes, along with numerous pieces of Jomon earthen

and stone toals. These demonsirate hor ive people were there at the time.

In this survey, researchers found earthenware pieces from the early Yayoi period, examples of which have
rarely been unearthed in Hino City. The recent finds are therefore valuable in that they indicate people were
coming and going 1o this place at the time.

From the end of the Yayoi period to the early Kofun period. researchers have found 19 pit dwelling ruins.

pit-shaped remains, one square tomb with a circumferential ditch, and other finds. These have revealed how the

tomb area and residential areas were located in relation to one another. M . the d
has led us to learn how the village changed over time.

The enly round mounds found from the layers dating back to the middle to the late Tumulus period were
circumferential ditches. Along with these things, excavators have identified L shaped earthen pits. examples of
which are seen around Hino City. This find encourages us to expect a further increase in similar examples.

Scholars have investigated the ruins of 21 pit dwellings from the Nara to the Heian period. The resulting
examples of earthenware. metal products, and other unearthed finds have been examined to reveal the changes
that the villages underwent.

Moreaver, an investigation has been conducted of the ruins of medieval roads and farming remains from
the Early Modern period and later. Once again. the site proved to be valuable in providing traces of people’s
activities from the Paleolithic to the Early Modern period.

It is hoped that the ongoing surveys will provide greater clarity on how people used and lived on the land
of the Hirayama Site.
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