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SUMMARY

We excavated KUMANODO mounded tomb cluster and UKISHIMA mounded tomb
cluster to research the historical structure in the period when this region had not been
subject to Codified Penal and Administrative Laws reign.

This mounded tomb is called Makkikofun. Since the 1950's, KUSAMA Shun-ichi and other
researchers have excavated the tombs of this type. Many researchers agreed that most of
these mounded tombs had been constructed in the Nara period.

KUMANODO mounded tomb cluster is located at K do, Kamineko, H: ki
City. There were about 50 mounded tombs around that area, but now we can recognize only
6 mounds. Many of them are already destroyed or at least burial mound is planed. We
excavated A-2, A-4, A-8 and A-9 tombs. We found an iron sword with a curled fernfrond
ornament on the hilt and glass and clay round beads in the stone chamber of A-4 tomb. A~
2, A-8 and A-9 tombs are partially destroyed and no remains are found. A-2 tomb has the
ditch surrounding the stone chamber. All the burial structures of these tombs are the piled
stone chamber. But there are other types of burial structure in this cluster.

UKISHIMA mounded tomb cluster is located at Shinden, Tsuchikawa, Iwate-Town. We
can now recognize 14 mounds in this area. We discovered Nal0 and 16 tomb, both mounds
were planded. In Nal0 tomb, we found a sword, two bracelets, an ear-ring and glass round
beads in the pit for burial, and several sherds of Haji-ware and Sue-ware in the ditch
surrounding the settiment tomb. This mounded tomb cluster has only a pit for the burial
structure.

On the basis of this result, we try to approach the historical character of these mounded
tombs by analizing the funeral equi and their Most of th ds, Sue-
ware and Haji-ware in the burial structure were made in the 7th century. These funeral
equipments sometimes associate with iron arrowheads, knives, sickles, spades and horse
trappings. Comma-shaped and cylindrical beads often associate with glass round beads and
other items, but they seldom associate with swords or iron arrowheads.

‘We can interpret this unbalanced assemblage as the difference in the character of buried
person or the ch logical of ded tombs. Burial structure, that the
distribution of each type is different, is not correlated with chronological order only from

the viewpoint of the ik ion of funeral i ‘We have to clarify many more

historical facts of this period.
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