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A SUMMARY OF SOHBARU SITE

This reoprt sumimarizes the results of an archaeological excavation at the Sohbaru
site in Chikushino City, Fukuoka Prefecture, Japan (see the map on the back of the front
cover), daling to the Late Paleolithic Period (30,000~12,000 bp). This excavation was
carried out between May 26, and July 31, 1993 by the Fukuoka Prefectual Board of
Education prior to the construction of a road.

The Sohbaru site is situated on the edge of a riverbank terrace, 23 meters above the
sea level. Many artifacts were discovered on a single plane sandwiched between the third
and fourth strata, overlying the AT (Aira-Tanzawa) volcanic ash resulted from an
eruption of 22,000 to 21,000 years ago. The artifacts include a hammer-stone, a scraper,
seven points, and a gathering of fire cracked rocks. It is very worthy of note that the
lithic assemblage at the Sohbaru site lacked backed-blades and flake-trapeze-shaped
tools, which would normally be a part of the typical Late Paleolithic assemblages in
western Japan. All the lithic artifacts collected on the surface of the site and its vicinity
before the excavation were points. Another important aspect of the assemblage is that
the seven points were classified into four types, but the four types were all used
contemporaneously, rather than a type chronologically earlier than another.

Accordingly, two important interpretations can be drawn : 1) the Sohbaru site was a
temporary extraction camp which carried a single function, such as hunting; and 2)
variations among the four types of points do not represent a chronological difference but
probably differences in raw material rocks and/or functions,

These two points, the function of a single site within a settlement system and
typological difference of lithics as a result of contemporaneous activities, have not been
well discussed in the Paleolithic archaeology in Japan. The results of the excavation at
the Sohbaru site, therefore, will significantly contribute to future studies on the Late
Paleolithic Period.
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