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Notes

The following symbols are used to represent
archaeological features, and others, in this text

SA:
SB:
SD:
SE:
SK:
SP:

Palisade or Fence
Building

Ditch

Well

Pit

Posthole
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SUMMARY

This volume details the igations at the Y hi and Oriono sites. The main results are as
follows.

Yamanouchi site

The Yamanouchi site is located in Sumiyoshi Ward of Osaka City, on the southern base of the
Uemachi plateau. Investigation of the site has revealed remains dating from the Palaeolithic to the
Edo period. The most significant of these are the remains of an Early to Middle Yayoi period square-
shaped, moated tombs and village, and a Kofun to Nara period village.

Investigation of Yayoi period d the remains of settl dating to final phase of Early to
latter half of the Middle Yayoi periods. Excavation also detected square-shaped, moated tombs of the
latter half of the Middle Yayoi period. In addition to these, the remains of three pit dwellings and a
large number of pits were found.

Kofun period features and remains include early 6th century pit dwellings. The remains bear
evidence of the structures being rebuilt in the past. In addition to this, a large number of pits were
uncovered. Bellows, tuyeres, slag and salt making pottery vessels and other goods related to black-
smithing were recovered from the pits.

A cluster of at least 40 by bashi and iated pits and ditches were found dating
to the Kofun to Nara periods. Until the mid-7th century the buildings appear to have been laid out
following natural topography, however in the late-7th and 8th centuries, they were more regularly
arranged, The change was gradual. One of the structures of this cluster was constructed on a greater
scale than the others buildings. With the evidence of a barrier and ditch enclosing this structure, we
have assumed that these structures had been the main, central building of this village.

Oriono Site

‘The Oriono site is located on the southern end of the Uemachi plateau, in Sumiyoshi Ward, Osaka.
In 1930's, a surface i gation of the area led evidence of material from the Yayoi to Heian
iods. On 1 jons sfter this, additional, small-acals lnvestigatinns were condnoted fn this

area.

‘The report in this volume details the first large-scale investigation of this site. As a result of the
investigation, the original range of material deposition has been expanded to include all periods from
the Palaeolithic to the Heian period. Only a small number of features and remains were found dating
to between the Palaeolithic and the Yayoi period however. From the Kofun period onwards, many
features were found.

In this volume, we detail the investigations on material from the end of the Kofun to the Nara
period. For the purpose of this report, this period of time has been divided into three phases. Phase 1
covers the Late Kofun to Late Asuka period, Phase 2 the end of the Asuka to the Early Nara period and
Phase 3 the Mid-Nara to end of Nara period.

Features of Phases 1 and 3 include the remains of between ten and twenty structures, pits and
ditches. Accompanying the features were a large amount of fishing equipment, including clay net
weights and octopus traps. The weights are heavy and large in scale. This kind of weights were used



in seine fishing nets and usually this method require a large number of people, and so we assume that
this village relied heavily on sea products.
Phase 2 remains include a large-scale hottatebashira structure featuring pillar holes of a size

usually associated with palace In addition, this appears to have had no other
structures near by and may also have been separated from the rest of the village by a wall. These
features have been interp as a public building, established in this area for the development and

maintenance of a port facility, which may be found to the west of the site. This material also will help
1o clarify the development of ancient harbour systems.
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