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B0 BRI L K

L E®IY  Arthoropoda SFLFHE  Saxidamus purpuratus (Sowerby)
Tk Crustacea R Carbicula sandai Reinhardt
(k.1 Decapoda fam. indet. Febydy Corbicula japonica Prime
EPE S Unio douglasine nipponensts (v. Martens)
WULEYIM  Echinodermata APFFHLH { laversidens reiniana (Kabelt)
LE ] Echinoidea ord. indet. 2HEH A Javersidens japancusis (Lea)
Haksan Lanceolaria axyrhyncha (v. Martens)
SEEBHWM  Mullusca AL H1H Unionidae gen. et sp. indel.
e Gastropoda
HFL Turbo (Batillus) cornutos Solander FENMIM  Vertebrata
Zhnt ) Cerithidea rhizophorarim A. Adams #iP#M  Chondrichthyes
andyi?  Cerithidea largilliert! (Philippi) xiH Rajiformesx fam. indet.
HIT4 Crithiden (Cerithideopsilla) djadjariensis (K. Martin)  #5HU#  Osteichithyes
A=EYH{  Rhinoclavis (Proclaval kochi (Philippi) ote Anguiila japonica Temminck et Schlegel
=i Naticidae gen. et sp. indet. 7K Carasius sp. indet.
Th=i Rupana thomasiana (Crosse) &t Bagridae gen. et sp. indet.
A Babyronin japonica (Reeve) Fw AR Siluridae gen. et sp. inder.
su¥hm=t  Semisulcospira kurodaf Kajivama et Habe T Scomberomorus sinensis (Lacepeda)
F 2B =+ Semisulcospira reinima Brot T4 Pagrus major (Temminck et Schiegel)
HT=+H Pleuroceridae gen. et sp. indet. 271 Tetradontidae gen. et sp. indet.
eAr=y Sinotaia quadrata (Benson) MMM Reptila
Atr=y Cipangopaluding japonica (v. Marlens) A Trionyx sinensis Wiegmann
y=f Viviparidae gen. et sp. indet. L Mammalia
“HAM  Bivalvia 4% Sus scrofa Linnaeus.
AR Anadara (Seapharca) subcrenata (Lischke) =i ¥ Cervus nippon Temminck
EE AL Arcidae gen. et sp. indet. ? Bos tauras domesticus Gmelin
- HH Crassostrea gigas (Thunberg) o Aves
mwea Meretrix lusoria (Roeding) LK Aix galericulata (Linnaeus)

A4 Deosinia (Phacosoma) japenica (Reeve)
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Notes
The following symbols are used to represent
archaeological features, and others, in this text

SA : Palisade or Fence
SB : Building

SD: Ditch

SE : Well

SK: Pit

SP : Posthole

SX : Other features
NR: Natural Stream
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

Introduction

The Morishoji site is located near the banks of the downstream portions of the Yodo River
in the northern part of Osaka city. More than 80 different excavations have been conducted
since investigation began in 1975. However, since the site is located in a residential district,
the majority of the excavations are small in scale due to the size of the buildings and lots that
are developed in the area. This volume covers the results of 33 different excavations located
within the Yayoi period settlement. The remains observed include those of structures, pits,
ditches, stone tools, and earthenware, wooden artifacts, and animal and plant remains, from
the Middle Yayoi period along with a variety of Haji ware. Sue ware, and stone religious
items from the Middle Kofun period.

Settlement Overview

The Yayoi period settlement at Morishoji was located about Im above sea-level on the
south side of the ancient course of the Yodo River in the level floodplain near it's former
mouth where it flowed into the Kawachi lagoon that is now the present day Osaka plain. The
landform on which it sat was a peninsula surrounded on the north by the Yodo River and the
west and south by the ancient Kawachi lagoon.

The Yayoi settlement here began in the early part of the middle Yayoi period (around
250BC) and continued through the end of the Middle Yayoi period (around S0BC). Atits
height in the early part of the Middle Yayoi period the settlement spread out over an area
about 300m north-south and about 500m east-west. Investigation of the sediments at the site
has revealed both drier settings in the northern portions of the site toward the riverbank and
wetter settings to the south, towards the lagoon. During the later portions of the Middle Yayoi
period, the sertl by restricted to the northern area near the river. Evidence for
flooding has been observed in several investigation areas in the southern portion of the site
and this has suggested an explanation of the sporadic habitation in the less stable lower
environment on the southern edge of the sites as opposed to the continual habitation in the
higher ground of the northern area.

Overview of Subsistence Patterns at the Site

Numerous stone sickles have been observed in the excavation areas indicating that wet-
rice agriculture was the main occupation of the inhabitants of this settlement. Furthermore,
though no evidence for actual paddy fields has been observed, considerable amounts of
carbonized rice remains have been recovered from pits of the Yayoi period as well. In
addition 1o rice production, small shell middens were observed in almost every investigation
area indicating frequent use of the readily available aquatic resources, particularly freshwater
clams. In addition a wide variety of other faunal remains were observed including those of
wild boar, deer and fish as would be expected in this type of environment. In addition a
variety of seeds but primarily those of barley and melon were found.

Evidence for Extra-Regional Interaction
One interesting aspect of this waterside settlement is the evidence for regular procurement



of goods and materials from other regions. The presence of non-local earthenware and lithic
materials suggest a flow of materials from these outside areas into the site along a variety of
paths that appear to change through time. Many of the stone sickles recovered from deposits
of the early part of the Middle Yayoi periods were produced from Chlorite-Schist quarried
from the Kino River valley in the distant Kii region to the south. However there is no
evidence yet of use of the more readily available slates from known quarry areas nearby to the
northeast of the site. Furthermore, small amounts of earthenware produced in the Kii region
and near the base of Mt. Ikoma, to the south and southeast respectively, have been recovered
from the site as well. This, along with the presence of the non-local lithic raw materials
mentioned above, is indicative of extra-regional prc focusing on ials from the
south and southeast during the first part of the Middle Yayoi period. Deposits from the later
portions of the Middle Yayoi period do not appear to contain the materials from the southern
foci but rather, there appears to be a shift in procurement orientation to the northwest.
Though exact nature of this extra-regional procurement is unclear, it has been argued that the
presence of these non-local materials is indicative of trade and/or exchange with these

ighboring regions. The implications for extra-regional interaction suggest that this
problem requires further investigation.

Site Abandonment

The settlement appears to have been abandoned sometime during the late Yayoi period
and there is very little evidence for occupation again until the Sth century AD during the
Middle Kofun period. Similar evidence of abandonment comes from the sites along the Yodo
River slightly further upstream from the Morishoji site. Evidence from that site suggests
rapid environmental change throughout the area. This rapid environmental change may in
turn have had an influence on social changes in the communities of the Yodo River basin.
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