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Notes

The following symbols are used to represent
archaeological features and others in this text.

SA
8B :
SC:
SD :
SE :
SK :
SM:
SP :
8X :

Palisade or fence
Building
Corridor

Ditch

Well

Pit

Moat

Pit or Posthole
Other features
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

Introduction

The Naniwa Palace Site is situated in Chuo Ward, Osaka City, on the northern tip of the
Uemachi Upland. Excavations at this site have been continuing since 1954. These
investigations revealed that the palace was divided into two phases; the Former Naniwa
Palace and the Latter Naniwa Palace. The Former Naniwa Palace was the first Chinese style
palace built in Japan, and was probably “Naniwa-no-Nagara Toyosaki-no-miya” established
by Emperor Kotoku in the Asuka period. The Latter Naniwa Palace was built by Emperor
Shomu in the Nara period.

In this volume, we report on the results of 21 excavations (with total area of 12,438 o)
undertaken in the Naniwa Palace Site based on the Naniwa Palace project (for development
the historical park) between fiscal 1981 and 2004. These excavations were carried out in the
Naniwa Palace Site Park. In this park, there were main buildings of the Former and the Latter
Naniwa palace like the Chodo-in (state halls compound). The Chodo-in (state halls
compound) is facilities for national ceremony, affairs of state and sometimes giving a feast.

Investigation Results

1) The Former Naniwa Palace phase (the second half of the 7" century)

The remains of buildings of the Chodo-in called the Chodo was discovered at the central
area of the Naniwa palace site park(chapter Il - 1). Chode were constructed as the Hortare-
bashira (embedded-piller buildings). Some of the Chodo buildings had traces of fire. There
might be 14 buildings in the Chodo-in.

And the remains of buildings of the Hakkakuden-in (Octagonal Buildings Compound) was
discovered at the north side of the Chodo-in(chapter II - 2). There were double corridors
surrounding the Hakkakuden (octagonal building), which plan was square. The Hakkakuden
buildings had symmetrical arrangement with respect to center line of the Former Naniwa
palace, and the only examples in the ancient Japanese palace site.

2)the Latter Naniwa Palace phase (the second half of the 8" century)

The remains of buildings of the Chodo-in was discovered at the central area of the Naniwa
palace site park(chapter I1I - 1). Chodo were constructed as buildings on based stones. There
might be 8 buildings in the Chodo-in, that plan is similar to the Nagaoka palace in Muko City,
Kyoto pref. Also the remains of the south main gate of the Chodo-in was dicovered at the
south side.

And the remains of buildings of the Goken-mon area (which have two gates and walls)
were discovered at the western side of the Chodo-in(chapter III - 2). Each Goken-mon (five
bay gate) buildings had same plans and the entire length of walls was over 200 meters. There
might be a important area in the Latter Naniwa palace.

Discussion

As a result of examination of building layout of the Former and the Latter Naniwa palace,
it became clear that there were different center lines which have different angles between the
Former and the Latter Naniwa palace (chapter IV- 1). The angle of the center line of the



Former Naniwa palace is 0 degree 39' 56". The angle of the center line of the Latter Naniwa
palace is 0 degree 32' 31", Tt might be very important results for thinking about the plan at

each Naniwa palaces,

And it became obvious that reconstructions of the Latter Naniwa palace (chapter IV- 2).
In the Latter Naniwa palace, some buildings of the eastern and the western side of the Chodo-
in, were reconstructed from embedded-piller buildings to tamped-earth wall with roof. These
changes were similar to the Heijo palace in Nara pref. But main buildings of the Chodo-in
were not reconstructed. The plans of the eastern and the western side of the Chodo-in might
be changed to satisfy the requirements of each phase.
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