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Note
The following symbols are used to represent archaeological features in this text;

SA: Palisade or Fence SB: Building SC: Corridor SD: Ditch
SK:Pit  SS: Small Pit SX: Unidentified, Other §Z: Post Hole

Feature Numbers

1-20 Former Naniwa Palace mid to late 7th century
21~40 Latter Naniwa Palace 8th century
41-60 Prior to Former Palace 6th - early 7th centuries

61~80 Medieval and Early-Modern
81-99 Unknown and others
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

SITE BACKGROUND

Excavations began at the Naniwa Palace ( Bl : Naniwa-no-Miya) site in 1954,
lﬁar 1he dlswvcry of a Nara period roofing tile in the previous year. Subsequent

led the exi of two palaces at the site; one constructed on the

ruins of the other. These have since been identified as two of ancient Japan's earliest
palaces. In 1964, the Dairi { P48 : Imperial Residt and the Daigokuden'in ( 7
HEP% : Audience Hall Compound) were registered as National Historical M
the total area of which was 17,500 m*. Between March 1969 and February 1973, the
Osaka City Government carried out excavations in the Daigokuden'in of the latter palace
and Dairi of the former palace. A total of 5,603 m* was investigated to further clarify
the features of the site and to gather information as to how the site might best be utilized
for the general public. These Site Investigations, No.s 33-37 and 39, will be discussed
in this report (Illus. 2; Fig. 3; Tab. 1).

EXCAVATION RESULTS: The Former Naniwa Palace

The remains of the large Dairi south gate (SB3301) was discovered (Pls. 1~9;
Mlus. 4; Fig. 22). The gate ran east-west and measured 32.68 m in length and 12.26 m
in width. The excavation also served to clarify the appearance of the surrounding
walls. The western extension of the southern wall (SC3304), was a double corridor,
running from the south gate and connecting 1o the western wall (SC3501) (Pls. 21-24;
Hlus. 4, 5), which laid approximately 57 m west of the central axis of the Palace. The
western wall was also a double corridor, and served both as the western wall of the
Dairi, and to separate the Dairi and Octagonal Complex.

The long, north-south running building (SB1101), located in the southwestern
corner of the Dairi, was found to have originally been a 16 by 2 bay structure, which
had been rebuilt as a smaller, 11 by 2 bay structure (SB1102) (PL 25; Fig. 22).

All of the buildings of the former Palace were found to be hottatebashira
(structures with main support piles imbedded directly in the ground) in style. Early 7th
century pottery was unearthed from the Naniwa Palace site and from the strata directly
below the Palace (Pls. 72, 73)

DISCUSSION

From the ion results and d v evid (Nihonshoki [H 4%
#.1 ), this structure was identified as "Naniwa Nagara Toyosaki-no-Miya", the capital
established by Emperor Kotoku ( ### ) after the Taika Reform, Construction of the
Palace commenced in AD 645 and occupation began in AD 652. The Palace functioned
as both the capital and the Imperial resid until its & ion by fire during the
reign of Emperor Tenmu ( ik ) in AD 686.

—v=



This palace was sut ially larger than p

EXCAVATION RESULTS: The Latter Naniwa Palace

Excavations revealed several differences between the two palaces. The posts of
the Daigokuden ( FHKE : Audience Hall) (SB1321) were placed onto foundation stones
and the structure was constructed on a raised stone platform (Pls. 34~35, 46, 59, 60:
Ilus. 7). The platform ran east-west, measuring 41.7 m in length and 21.2 m in width,
and featured three stairways in front, two in the rear and one on both the east and west
sides. The Daigokuden was joined to a smaller structure (SB1326) (Pls. 5~7. 16, 18;
1llus. 4), laying immediately to the north, by a covered corridor (SC3321) (Pls. 2-1, 3-
2,42). This rear building was connected to the eastern and western extensions of the
northern enclosing wall (SC1323 and SC3324) (Pls, 23; Ilus. 4, 5) Although
disturbances in the local strata had destroyed the remains of the Daigokuden'in gate,
the scale of the enclosure could be determined as 101.05 m east to west, and 77.95 m
north to south (Pls. 21, 22; llus. 3). The remains of the forecourt indicated extensive
pebble-stone paving.

DISCUSSION

The construction of the latter Palace began during the reign of Emperor Shomu
(%5 ) in AD 726 on the ruins of the previous palace, and was occupied until ca. AD
784. It operated primarily as a sub-capital of the Heijo Palace-Capital ( F:5£% ), though
it was briefly used as the main capital again in AD 744,

The palace was constructed utilizing a layout (Fig. 54, 55) and several architectural
features which originated, in Japan, with this structure. This is most notably visible
with the fore and rear buildings of the Daigokuden'in and with the joining of the rear
building to the northern corridor of the enclosure's wall. The use of concentric roof-
tiles also originates with this palace.

One of the major differences between the two palaces can be seen in their layout.
In the latter palace, the Dairi and Daigokuden'in are completely separate compounds.
The former palace featured no Daigakuden, and instead, combined the Imperial residence
and an Audience Hall (a prototype Daigokuden) in the Dairi. The two structures were
separated by a small wall, but were adjoined by a corridor, within the same compound.
The difference in the layout of the two palaces may indicate a change in the political
system between the two periods.
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