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Notes
The following symbols are used to represent
archaeological features, in this text

SE : Well
SK:Pit
SX : Other features
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

Introduction

This excavation report is the first volume on the Nagai-higashi 2-chome site which was
excavated in 2004, covering 650 square meters, The site is located in the Sumiyoshi ward,
southwestern part of Osaka city, has archaeological remains that date from the Palaeolithic
period up to the Modem era. Geographically, the site is situated at the lower part of Uemachi
upland, eastern side of its slope at the height of approximately TP+8m.

Two important ancient roads are supposed to had been situated near the site. One is
Shihazu-michi (Nagai-koen dori at present) at the northern side, another is Naniwa-daido at
the eastern side. On this condition, the area including the site developed as important point
from ancient time onward. As archaeological site the Minami-sumiyoshi site and the
Shimbori medieval castle of legend are located in surrounding area.

Investigation results

This excavation at Nagai-higashi 2-chome site led the Pre-modern fe and arti-
facts, although the soil layer prior to the Pre-modern period had been destroyed with the
disturbance during the Pre-modern and Modern period, except some artifacts of the Upper
palaeolithic up to the Medieval period.

The most noteworthy excavated features are 34 clay mining pits of the Pre-modern period.
From its characters, with the stratigraphical situation that the excavated soil was limited to the
Upper palaeolithic layer; the lower layer of the Uemachi upland consists of mainly clay, the
pits are considered to be formed due to the clay mining. In addition to this, we also found a
number of features and artifacts of Modern period. Moreover, the research on the local tradi-
tion and historical materials relating ceramic production was conducted. The excavation re-
sults, with the information from the local tradition, suggests that the clay mining was carried

out extensively around the area, and obtained clay was utilized as the material for metal cast-
ing and production of earthenware, tile and clay drainpipe.

These ruined clay mines are characteristic of the site, they were also found at another site
on Uemachi upland, such as the Minami-sumiyoshi and the Karita 4-chome site. Further re-
search on clay manufacturing and utilization will be expected.

In addition to these, the fossilized footprint of a large animal, Naumann elephant, was
found in a layer dating to the Middle palaeolithic period.
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