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(RIS8) e T VMOFEUIHEMERTEORAENA L ORIz L -7, MEHNED LS, 20
R, M (1984, Mg (W EE - FeAr N WH01979], AFL (kR A e
W1981] - [4AHR1960]ISHE - 2o
4  Class Osteichthyes
=% ¥ Family Clupeidae
¥4 7% Sardinops melanostictus (Temminck et Schlegel)
W24 Class Amphibia
FHHATAH  Family Ranidac
LT HHZA Rana (Runa) ormativentris Wemer
YFH LN Rana (Rana) rugosa Schlegel
Mi7L#  Class Mammalia
#XIfF Family Muridoe
FAIWH  Murinae
WEAE  gen. et sp. indet
7 Family Equidae
7 Equus caballus Linnaeus
% ¥ Family Bovidae
7% Bos taurus domesticus Gmelin
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Notes

The following symbols are used to represent
archaeological features in this text:

SA: Palisade or Fence

SK: Pit

Feature no.'s

201-300
301-400
401-500
501-600
601-700
T701-800

SD: Ditch

SE: Well

SP: Posthole  SX: Unidentified

Period name
Early Modern
Medieval

Dates

AD. 1603-1868
A.D. 1185-1603
A.D. 794-1185
A.D.710-794
A.D.593-710
A.D. ca., 300-593
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

The discovery of the site
The Saikudani site is located in the Saikudani district of Tennoji Ward, central Osaka City (Fig. 1).
The site was discovered during a trial excavation prior 1o road construction in May 1996. The initial
n was conducted b mid-October 1996 and March 1997, covering an area of 916
square metres. A secondary excavation was undertaken from May to September 1997 and covered
1,181 square metres. The excavation area was divided into Sectors A, B and C; Sector A containing
the largest amount of ancient features (Figs. 7 and 10).

Historical and environmental settings
The Saikudani (lit. saiku: craft work, dani: valley) site is situated on the eastern slope of the
Uemachi Terrace due west of the Kawachi Plain, which stretches from the site to the Tkoma Mountains
(Figs. 1 and 6). Small-scale excavations were conducted in several locations around the site and
revealed features and remains of the Kofun, Asuka and Nara Periods. Important archaeological and
historical features contemporary with the Saikudani remains surround the site (Fig. 5). To the
immediate west lies Suzaku-Ooji, the main street of the Naniwa Capital (645-67 and 744-5), the
Naniwa Palace itself is only 1.8 km to the north. Alse Shitenno-ji Temple (early 7th century to the
present) is 1 km to the southwest and the Dogashiba Temple (late 7th-12th century?) is only 400 m to
the southeast. As excavations continued, the remains of a small stream channel leading to a more
b ial valley were d from the centre of the site. This valley is believed to the original
Saikudani, from which this district derives its name. The stream had been obscured by a 3-4 m
accumulation of earth and sand (Figs. 7-9). Features indicative of rice paddies fields were discovered
in stratum 2 dating to the Early-modern (1603-1868) Period. Also, ditches associated with terraced
fields utilizing the slope were uncovered (Fig. 67 and Pl. 15) in stratum 3 dating to the Medieval
Period (1185-1603).
Roof-tiles and pottery vessels were found after the excavation progressed into Heian Period

stratum 4b (late 9th century). Ni haeological and geological features, i ing a drainage
ditch, wells and refuse pits were found dating to the Asuka (593-710) and Nara (710-784) Periods
(Fig. 10 and Pl. 1). The remains of a Mid-Nara Period drainage ditch SD501 were discovered
traversing the centre of Sector A. The ditch was dug to flow from the north of the site into ancient
Saikudani and is over 30 m in length, varying in width between 1.0 and 3.0 m and in depth between 0.6
and 1.0m (Figs. 32 and 34). From this ditch several mis-formed Wado-kaichin (one of the oldest coins
in Japan, first cast in 708) still connected by the sprue was recovered (so-called 'Wado-kaichin
Edazeni', lit. Edazeni: branch coins, Frontispiece, Fig. 37, Pls. 7and 51).

This is the first discovery of such coins in the whole of Japan. In addition to these coins, 40 other
individual Wado-kaichin, 3 buckles, 17 belt omaments, 3 wooden writing tablets, an earring, a spoon
and almost one hundred 25-litre containers of roof-tile and pottery fragments were recovered from the
ditch (Figs. 35-48, Tab. 3, Pls. 7-9, 26-30 and 39-57). Also, pieces of scrap copper sheeting, an iron
axe head and blacksmith tongs were 1 (Figs. 42 and 43, Pls. 55-57). The appearance of the
tools and scrap metal may indicate the existence of a metal workshop in the vicinity of the site.
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‘The discovery of the unknown 'Kudara Nunnery'

A final Nara Period well SE507 was discovered in the south of Sector A (Fig. 53, P1s.12 and 13).
‘The well was constructed of thick, 1.2 m long boards and was approximately 3 metres deep. In total,
23 intact pottery vessels were recovered from where they had been thrown at the bottom of the well
(Figs. 55 and 56, Colour Pl. 2, Pls. 33-36). It is believed that they were used as part of a well
pacification ceremony. Of these vessels, many had inscriptions written in Indian ink. "E /2 Kudara
Nun',' B & Hyaku Nun' (believed to be an abbreviation of ‘Kudara Nunnery', ' & Hyaku' is the first
character of ' B % Kudara') and ' JESF Nunnery' was found written on these vessels. The Chinese
characters 'E i#' are read as 'Kudara' in Japan, but as 'Pekche’ in Korea. The Japanese reading can be
dated to the Heian Period at least. A wooden tablet recovered from an Asuka Period well SEG06
located in Sector B contained the name of one nun's father (Fig. 29 and P1. 46). Such tablets were used
to identify an possessor’s social position and enabled it enter a nunnery. The large number of roof tiles
located at the site had suggested the existence of a temple (Figs. 76-81, Pls. 42-45). From the written
evidence recovered from this area, the collection of features could arguably be referred to as the
Kudara Nunnery. A study of the roof tiles and pottery associated with the features suggests that the
Nunnery was established in the latter half of the Asuka Period. The number of artefacts decreases
rapidly after the latter half of the 9th Century and it has been p d that it was abandoned or
downsized about that time (Fig. 91).

The study of ancient documents has long suggested that the nearby Dogashiba Temple was
originally the Naniwa Kudara Temple. The discovery of the remains at the Saikudani site appears to
support this theory. Itis b ing app that the two Kudara Temple and the Kudara
Nunnery were built together in this area. It is possible that the nobility and other refugees from
Kudara settled this area after it was invaded and conquered in AD 663. The Kudara Nunnery and
Kudara Temple are thought to be the family temple of the Kudara-ou-shi (lit. Kudara King Clan).
Based on studies of the ancient geographical features of the district, it is highly probable that the
Nunnery and metal workshop were situated to the north of the investigation area. From the
investigation of the Saikudani remains, the I of the four main Nara Period structures of this
district, the Kudara Nunnery, Kudara Temple, Shitenno-ji Temple and the presumed Settsu Kokubun-
ji Temple, could be restored.

The mystery of the Saikudani remains

The investigation of the Saikudani remains has lead to two major discoveries, the Wado-kaichin
with sprue and the presumed 'Kudara Nunnery'. Several interpretations of the Saikudani remains have
been proposed to interpret how these two might relate. One interpretation is that there was a mint to
the north of the investigation area. Though this facility and the Nunnery may have been independent,
it is possible that the Kudara-ou-shi had been granted the authority to produce coins due to the
influence and prestige they possessed at that time (Chapter IV-4), the other items may have been taken
to the site as scrap metal. A point against this idea is that the production of coins was strictly
supervised by a special government office and that there is no record of a mint at the Naniwa Capital.
Another possibility is that the coins were minted illegally. The Shoku-Nihongi (second earliest
Chronicles of Japan, compiled AD 797) details laws forbidding the production of imitation coins,
suggesting that such a practice was in vogue. In this case, however, it is unlikely given the site is
located at the very centre of the Capital. Another interpretation suggests that the coins may merely
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have been one of several types of scrap metal used to create temple goods, bells for example. The
production and use of Wado-kaichin ceased after AD 760. If the coins had been thrown into the ditch
after that year, this interpretation would gain more support.

Wh the most intery ion may be, the Kudara-ou-shi was likely aware and deeply
involved with the process.

With only the preliminary stages of the i mvesngautm oompleted the above hypothesis and others

are all possible. Further ion of ially in the area immediately north of the
previous investigation area, will enable us to clarify the role and structure of the Nunnery and
Workshop. Even at this point, , the i igation of Saikudani has yielded important results

with exciting possibilities. The unknown Kudara Nunnery has been rediscovered, the activities of the
Kudara-ou-shi have been clarified, and further insights into the layout of the Naniwa Capital have
been gained. In addition, important information on the origins of the ancient Japanese monetary
system has been found.
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