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Notes
The following symbols are used to represent
archaeological features, and others, in this text.

SD: Ditch

SE: Well

SK: Pit

SP: Pit or Posthole
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

Introduction: development and excavation

This report details the results of an excavation project carried out at the
Kawarayamachi site, for the first time, in Chuo-ward of Osaka city in fiscal 2008.

This site situated at outer side of south-western edge of So-gamae of Toyotomi
phase Osaka castle. Although the archaeological excavation had not been carried
out at the site, it was well known as the production area of rooftiles, which is
indicated by its town name (Kawara mean rooftile). The rooftile factory was
managed by Terashima family as a purveyor to the Tokugawa shogunate.
According to the drawing of Edo period, the investigated area is presumed to be
adjacent place of exploiting the clay for rooftile production.

Discoveries at the Kawarayamachi site

In this investigation site, the features related with rooftile production, kiln site
or workshop, were not discovered. But large sized pit filled with a lot of rooftile,
many pits and ditches were detected. A few features are considered in the end of
17th C, most of them are late 18th to early 19th C.

From these features the artifacts related with rooftile production, as rooftile
with stamped inscription of 20 types, mold for eaves tile made of tile clay, kiln
furniture for rooftile production, varieties of objects made of tile clay, were
excavated. In addition to these, mold and kiln furniture for ceramic production,
mold for clay figurine, parching pan for producing iron oxide, meld for bronze
objects, were also discovered. This discovery suggests that the area was an
industrious complex not only for rooftile production but another industry, so it
is considered as much important area for researching the industry in the early
modern Osaka.
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