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Notes
The following symbols are used to represent
archaeological features, and others, in this text

SK: Pit
SR : Paddy field balk
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

Outline of the investigation

This is the first archaeological investigation on the Karita 4-chome site in Osaka as the
site was designated in 2001, The site is situated at the eastern edge of the Uemachi Plateau
and surrounded by many significant archaeological sites, such as the Minami-Sumiyoshi site
in the northwest, the Yamanouchi-site in the southwest and the Yamatogawa-Imaike site in
the south. The investigation was carried out prior to the reconstruction of a prefectural house
complex, which lasted from June 21* to October 4" 2002, and the total excavated area was
1,150 square meters. Large parts of the underground features were already destroyed by the
existing building foundations and utility pipes. Nevertheless, the casting related evidence of
the Medieval was discovered.

Results of the investigation

The excavation unearthed large amount of casting related evidence of the Medieval under-
neath the modern cultivation layers. Discovered archaeological structures were only pits
which contained many casting related objects, such as mold, broken pieces of furnace,
tuyeres, slugs, and the like. Most of those are dated to the 15* century, while some of those
could be dated back to the 14" century. All of the excavated molds were related to daily
objects like plows and cooking pans. Metal component analysis of the artifacts revealed that
the site had dealt with iron casting. A few excavated objects, however, showed the traces of
bronze casting. All the unearthed structures were pits. The pits were made to abandon the
casting related waste because there were no traces of buildings or furnaces around, and exca-
vated artifacts from the pits were mostly small broken pieces. Moreover, all pits were on the
high quality clay layer. Therefore, the pits were dug out to obtain clay for producing furnaces
and tuyeres. The Amaribe site in Miharachou, Osaka Prefecture, revealed the whole picture
of the Medieval casting facilities and the casting facility complex showed clear segregation
among residential area, casting studio and clay mining area. Taking this example into ac-
count, the investigated area was a clay mining area next to the casting studio and pits were
buried with the waste after clay had been taken.

* Kawachi-no-kuni imoji zahou' in a historic document, “Matsugi-ke monjo,” described
the existence of casting craftsmen in Karita. This d recorded the exi of casting
craftsmen in several villages, such as ‘Katsuta’ (same as Karita), ‘Ahiko,” ‘Higashihorimura,’
‘Shinzaikemura," ‘Nishihorimura,” ‘Uchikaitomura,” ‘Niwaimura,” and ‘Mamezuka’ in
1451. Nevertheless, it was revealed that the document had not yet existed in 1451, but was
written much later faking to be much older than the actual date. At the same time, most of the
records related to the existence of the casting craftsmen reflected some historical facts. The
excavations in the past unearthed casting related archaeological features from the 14" to the
17" century near ‘Ahiko’ village (the Yamanouchi site), and the investigation this time re-
vealed the 15" century casting related archaeological features at Karita. This coincidence
should require the re-evaluation of the historic document which had been regarded as fake.




No archaeological features after the 15® century were found, according to the results of
this investigation. The area had been used for cultivation until very recently.

Further Reading
Osaka City Cultural Properties Association

1998 Archaeological Reports of Y hi Site, Osaka
(In Japanease, with English summary)
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