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#4 HEANES -

ME#M Gastropoda
AT=F  Semisulcospira bensoni (Philippi)

AU Bivalvia
ZAHAF  Arcidae gen. et sp. indet,
) Meretrix lusoria (Roeding)
¥¥hP3 Corbicula japonica Prime
4274 Unio douglasiae nipponensis (v. Martens)
AL 4% Unionidae gen. et sp. indet,
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Notes
The following symbols are used to represent
archaeological features, and others, in this text

SA: Palisade or fence
SD: Ditch

SE: Well

SK: Pit

SP: Pit or posthole
SX: Other features
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

0S11-16 excavation at Osaka Castle site

The Osaka Castle site is located in Chuo Ward, central Osaka City (Fig.1-
3). This report covers an 0S11-16 excavation totalling 1,170 square metres
undertaken prior to construction of an apartment complex in Kitahama-higashi,
from late November 2011 to the end of March 2012. More than 100 excavations
have been carried out within a 500m radius of the site (Fig. 4), and have identified
almost continuous activity on the site from the Ancient to Early Modern Periods.

The site is situated on the southern bank of Okawa River, one of the most
historically important places in the City: a centre of the commerce and transport
from the Ancient Period onwards. Some scholars believe that ‘Naniwa-tsu', a
port mentioned in ancient documents, and ‘Watanabe-tsu', mentioned in medieval
documents, must have been located in this area.

What discovered?

Owing to the fairly large excavation area, compared to excavations in the
past, the features discovered can be used to illustrate the urbanisation of the area
during each stage of Ancient, Medieval and Early Modern Periods.

1) Ancient Period (7th to the end of 8th century)

The oldest finds from the site, dating back to the second quarter of the Tth
century, were pots, roof-tiles and a mallet (Fig. 18-19, PL 19). No associated
features were discovered, but following the late 7th century, more evidence of
human activities was discovered in a SD601b ditch feature (Fig. 20-24, Colour PL
3, PL 1 & 20). The ditch had been dug along an east-west axis and may have been
part of a larger, planned layout of the area.

No evidence dating to the late 8th century was recovered from the site, but
there is evidence of another ditch (SD601a) having been dug in the same location
as the former SD601b ditch at the end of 8th century. Amongst the finds, a
number of dishes and portable cooking stoves were discovered (Fig. 25-29, PL 21-
23), and suggests that some temporary event, like a feast or ceremony, was held
nearby. One interpretation is that material from the abandoned Naniwa Palace
was carried to the new Nagaoka Palace site from here.

2) Medieval (late 12th to early 15th century)

Around the middle of the northern sector of the site, a number of postholes,
wells and pits dating to the Medieval Period were found (Fig. 3047, PL 2-5). A
number of features, dating to the end of 12th and early 14th centuries and a small




number from the early 15th century, indicates the duration and development
of the settlement. A number of ceramic pieces transported from remote areas
including China (Pl 25) amongst finds suggest the settlement was the part of a
harbour town (possibly ‘Watanabe-tsu’ ) closest to Okawa River.

3) Toyotomi Period (1580-1615 AD)

Evidence for a massive development of the area to make a castle town
following the fortification of ‘San'nomaru’ Fort in the late 16th century by
TOYOTOMI Hideyoshi were recovered.

A SX301 earthwork bank measuring 2-3m in height, 25m in width at the top
and 14m in width at the bottom stretches over 40m along the site in a north-west
to south-east direction (Colour PL 4). It was layout as part of the framework of
the ground design and was used as a high working road while the surrounding
land was being raised 3m with river sand and silt to make a vast dry land,
Between earthworks, sands carried from the Okawa River were heaped step by
step within rectangle compartments, which were comprised of wattled silty walls
and ceils (Fig. 49-53, Photo 9, Colour PL 5 and PL 8-11).

Four examples similar to $X301 have been found near the site during former
excavations (Fig. 73), but their character had not been identified, and were
sometimes associated with the river bank or fortification. The discovery of $X301
could solve this long-term mystery. This technology to raise the land level by
using banks and rectangular compartments has not been observed in other areas,
and could supply new information for the study of civil engineering as well as the
reconstruction of the development of this area.
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