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Notes
The following symbols are used to represent
archaeological features, and others, in this text

SD: Ditch
SK: Pit
NR: Natural Stream
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SUMMARY

In this volume, we report the results of excavations (UR00-11 and UR01-17) carried out at
the Uriwari site in fiscal 2000 and 2001, prior to repair works of the Yamato River. The site is
located in Hirano Ward in the southeastern sector of Osaka city, Japan.

Excavation areas (UR00-11= I area , UR01-17= Il area) are part of the western sector at
the Uriwari site, which geographically is situated on the Uriwari Terrace and the Kawachi
alluvial plain. Materials dating between the Late Paleolithic and the Edo (18th century)
periods were i igated during ions, Especially Yayoi potteries are main finds. As a
result, we can represent one phase of the paleo-environmental and historical changes which
occurred in this area.

In the Paleolithic period, we confirm a series of strata formed upper Middle terrace and
alluvial plain. According to pollen analysis, these strata contain a lot of conifer pollen. This is
a phenomenon shared with the neighboring Yamanouchi and Nagahara site, and show that the
climate grew colder at that time. On the other hand, there were little vestige of human activity
in strata except for a blade and some flakes.

In the later and final Jomon period, a lot of natural rivers (and some ditches) flew through
these excavation areas and an action of accumlation was very active. A litttle lithic
concentration including stone sickle and some Jomon potteries excavated from the rivers.
Among the Jomon potteries, Nagahara-style pottery vessels had majority, it was likely that a
village existed around here in the final Jomon period.

In the Yayoi period, we excavated ditches and a burial pit at I area. Some ditches reached
10m wide and were possible to be those surrounding the settlement. From the dithches, a lot
of Yayoi potteries, stone implements, wooden artifacts, insect fossil and plant remains were
found, we got the data to restore the life and environment at that time. But the layers
containing cultural remains after the Yayoi period had been lost by rebuilding the Yamato
River (1704) and its erosion.
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