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NOTES ON STONE IMPLEMENTS FROM OTARU AND
HAKODATE. WITH A FEW GENERAL REMARKS ON THE
PREHISTORIC REMAINS OF JAPAN
()
BY JOHN MILNE
[Reed November11, 1879. ]

2. . —hscriptions.

A rough shetch of the Insoriptions, which | ssw st Oteru, s gven on the accompenying pletn. They are reughly
t upon the face of the ciiffs on the north-westom side of the bay. Thess clifie are sbout 100feet in heigh'
and are cepped with small tress. The rock is & white, extrormely solt, much decomposed tuff.

It is now being quanied as @ buikiing stons, and during the process a portion of the inscription of whih
1 have here given  rough copy hes besn broken sway. FF the quamying cantinuss in the direction it wa
@ taking when 1 visited the spol. it is not et all unlaly thet the whols of these inscriptions will be ver
y shortly destroyed. Tho characters ek @8 if they had besn screped or cut with some inclsive tool. |
do not think that it would be dificul to meke simiar markingswith a sione we. The fines forming th
© charsclers are ususlly sbout ono inch broad and half an inch deep. They occpy & strip of rock
sbout sight fost long and they ars situsted throe or four feet from the ground. Above them the ciff o
onsiderably overhangs, and its form s very suggestive of its heving once been more or less caveiike.
This portion of the rock has besn very much biackned by the action of smoke end fire. An appearanc
@ of this sort may have been causod quite recently, by persons engaged in bolling down fish
during the manufscture of oil. 8o far as 1 could leam, the Jepeness are quite unable to rocognize &
ny of the characters, and they regard them as being the work of the Aincs.

1 mey remark thet seversl of the charactsrs are like the runic m. R has been suggested thet
they have = ressmblance to old Chiness. A second suggestion was that they might be drawings of t
he insignia of rank camied by certain priests, A thind idea was that they were phalic. A fourth that th
oy were rough representstions of men and animals, the runic m being @ bird; and a fith that th-sy
wers the hendicraht of sems gentieman desirous of imposing upon the credulity of wandering er-
chaeologists.

| mysolf am inclined to think that they wers the work of the people who have left s0 many
traces of themssives In the shepo of Kitchen middens and various implsments in this locality. 1
n this cass they may be Aino.

FEEl 2. "NOTES ON STOME IMPLEMENTS FROM OTARU ANDHAKODATE, WITH A FEW GENERAL
REMARKS ON THE PREHISTORIC REMAINS OF JAPAN"  (HLORKSRURIINGEL D EIINGER)
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