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["] The National Designated Fugoppe Cave Remains, Yoichi Town, Hokkaido, Japan ]
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Introduction

Fugoppe Cave was discovered in 1950 (Showa 25) by a junior high
school student, and it is now recognized as an important remains which
possess petroglyph on cave walls which is one of the largest scale in
our country. The value of these petroglyph has been regarded ta be
compared with those in Alamira Cave in Spain and Lascaux Cave in
France of different ages.

The petroglyph of Fugoppe Cave contains about 800 pictures of peo-
ple, animals and boats, and abundant remains of poticrics, implements
of stones and bones were excavated from this cave. These petroglyph
and remains are important in search of considering the spiritual culture
and life of the Zaku-Jomon Period, and in 1953 (Showa 28) this cave
was recognized as onc of the national designated remains. Later
wooden facility was constructed in order 1o preserve the remains, and
the prescrvation and protcction of the petroglyph were regarded espe-
cially important. In 1972 (Showa 47) a prescrvation facility was con-
structed as the first capsule type facility in our country and it was
opened 1o the general public. Many people visited this facility, but the
superannuation of the facility became a serious problem. The repair of
this facility has been continued since 2003 (Heisei 14) and afler renew-
ing, the facility was even miore competed,

Consequently one can convince mare real the interiors of the cave
and the petroglyph and obtain information of the cultural properties of
Yoichi Town. And this facility aims to give information petroglyph to
the world. We hope o preserve and protect ciernall important re-
mains as a property of mankind, and continue interdisciplinary investi-
gations on the archacology of the society and culture of the Fugoppe
cave people in the Zoku-Jomon Period as well as prehistorical ants and
relaled sciences. We will be happy if all visitors here will understand
“the national designated Fugoppe Cave Remains “by reading this cata-
logue.

Board of Education of Yoichi Town
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