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Summary

Located at 2-chome, Akabanedai, Kita Vard, Tokvo, the Michiai site was excavated over
an area of 625 square meters by the Tokyo Metropolitan Archaeological Center as its tenth
survey, from March through September 2023. The excavation was conducted prior to an
investigation to be conducted before the development program for Street 85 as an auxiliary
line for the planned Tokyo Metropolitan Road (Akabanedai Phase IT) by the 6th Construction
Office of the Tokyo Metropolitan Government Bureau of Construction.

The Michiai site is located on the Hongo Plateau, a tableland at the northeast end
of the Musashino Plateau, about 400 m to the west of the JR Akabane Station, with an
altitude of approximately 20 m. The Arakawa River is located to the east, with the Tokyo
Lowland spreading there at an altitude of about 5 m. The land in the west of Akabanedai is
dissected by the Dei River, with part of it developed as a small tributary valley, which is
developed like a tree branch. In the nerth and west of the site is a small tributary valley
called Yawatadani, while in the south is one called Inatsukedani. The site is located at
the edge of a plateau, close to the deepest part of the southern part of the Yawatadai.

Located on Akabandai, this Michiai site underwent our recent tenth excavation. Our
investigations so far have unearthed ancient structures and relics dating back to the
Paleolithic period through the Early Modern period to Modern times, revealing that the site
has been home to a continuous series of people’ s lives. The eighth survey of the Michiai
site, in the vicinity of its northern part, unearthed ancient structures and relies from
the first half of the late Jomon period. The present investigation was expected to produce
similar findings.

The present survey revealed earthenware of the Horinouchi types 1 and 2 and other relics
dating back to the first half of the late Jomon period, along with ancient structures from
the same period. The ancient structures thus discovered consisted mainly of earth piles and
pits, which contained seashells in earth coverings. The seashell layer contained broken
pieces of earthenware, animal bones, and fishbones, which are valuable findings that help us
conjecture how people lived on the Michiai Site at that time. Also found were pits with
human bones in them. They are very precious ecases representing Japan, a land of acidic
soil.

Also discovered were the ruins of one dwelling from the Yayoi period. The pit of the
dwelling ruins is home to a straight-mouthed pot with a pattern of twisted mesh-like yarns,
revealing that these dwelling ruins are from the late Yayoi period.

The Michiai site is home to numerous ancient groove-like structures from the Early Modern
period and later eras. The present investigation also found two structures related to
ancient groove-like structures found in our previous investigations.

Thus, the Michiai site is a very large ruin spread over much of Akabanedai. The recent
survey findings have also brought about some valuable insights that help our exploration of

people’ s livelihood activities and regional history in the Jomon period in the area.
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