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Summary

QOutline of the Tonotake Site Excavation #4

The Tonotake Site (Setagaya Ward Site No.57) is located at 2-1 Kamikitazawa, Setagaya Ward, Tokyo, on
the premises of Tokyo Metropolitan Matsuzawa Hospital. The ruins belong to the Meguro River waters flowing
through the Musashino Plateau into Tokyo Bay, and are located on the right bank of the headwaters of the
Kitazawa River, a tributary of the Meguro River. With altitudes of approximately 43-45 m, the site is located on
a gentle slope. which descends as it goes further east.

On a commission from the Tokyo Fire Department, we at the Tokyo Metropolitan Archaeological Center
excavated a worksite of 381 square meters from December 2022 to March 2023 in preparation for rebuilding
the Kami Kitazawa Fire Department buildings.

For the Tonotake Site, the present investigation was the fourth survey in a series of investigations. The
first survey was conducted on a site of 112 square meters in 1986 by the Setagaya Educational Board and the
Tonotake Site Investigation Board. The second survey was conducted on a site of 5508.4 square meters by the
Tokyo Metropolitan Archaeclogical Center from 2007 to 2009. The survey was conducted in connection with
the maintenance of the buildings for the Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of Medical Science. The third survey was
conducted in 2009, on a site of 740 square meters in connection with the maintenance of the external structure
and park of Matsuzawa Hospital.

The worksite of the fourth survey is sandwiched between the sites of the second and third surveys. The site
is in contact with the range of a village from the middle Jomon period, which was revealed in the second survey,
s0 it is in focus as a site that is highly likely to reveal how the village spread.

The excavation ended up revealing no village from the Jomon period. However, contrary to our initial
expectations, the investigation unearthed a group of conglomerates containing obsidian flakes from the
Palealithic period, which were the first of their kind in this site. Among other findings were 198 pits, three ditch-
like structures, three earthen piles, and three unidentified structures from the Jomon period and later eras.

Among the remains unearthed were obsidian flakes and baked conglomerates from the Paleolithic
period, Moroiso b-type earthenware from the latter half of the early Jomon period, and Kasori E3- and Ed-type
earthenware from the latter half of the middle Jomon period. Among the stone tools found were stone scraper in
their complete forms. Findings from the Middle Ages and later eras include pieces ceramicware and fragments of
unglazed earthenware. Also excavated were ceramics from the Early Modern period and later eras.

This excavation revealed how people in the Paleolithic. Jomon, Yayoi. and Tumulus periods repeatedly used
land near the sources of the Meguro River and how people in the Middle Ages, Early Modern period, and later
eras continued 1o use the land, We can safely say that we have managed (o obtain a great deal of archeological

information from the hitherto little-investigated upstream waters of the Meguro River.
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