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Suarmary

Analyzing vrigins of the materials watched in the "Circular Stone Blocks™
by TSUSHIMA Hideaki *
This articli analyzes the site strictice of the cirenlar shaped lithic divtribuzion during the Late Palecolitic in Japon. The
isteibution pattery within these cireular shapes are as follows: many Tithic clusters range fram | 0-50 meters in diameters,
eath of thic structures is within scveral meters in diuneters of each other. This i & common pattery which is
fepresented in Late Palasolithic ahout turty thousand years ago in Jpan,

Tn this paper I focus on five sites, Arak

Site, Hashie-Nishifyuku Site,

i Sits, Savwa

Sire. and Shimofure-Usbibuse Site, whick are locatcd on the sauthern part of Mt Akagi, On each uf thess sites,
several bundred of stone artifects were excavated i the Black Band under AT' aud were widely distributed in the shape of

circles abuut 20 or 50 meters across.

Mhuay siune tools made by black glossy andesite were selected at cach of these sites for ubscrving by a polarizing
microscopa. This andcsite in one of the major lthic sonrces used for Latc Palasclithic stone artifcts. It is onell-known
that in the central Japan such andesite is present in scveral places Mt Avafunc, Mt Happu, M, Tlotaka, wnd Takeshi
River area. Tewns found that we can classify each of the source snecimens by ldentifying the structure of groundmass,
U quaulity of glass and magnedte, the size of pyroxene, und the cxistence of microscopic boles. The sourcing method
hased aa polasiring microscopic observation ia taought T have sulficens meliability for the svurcing of stone toals wade by
this andesite. The results of smrying uader 3 polarizing microscope. were dividing all sumples picked out in each of these
sites into owo diffecent source groups, Mi, Hotake type and Mr. Happu type.

Cun.u‘dmngmﬂiun‘huliumdmmdﬂmumwnmmdmiﬁmwunmﬂytheﬁvcliwl
inn two groups. Onc group s as follows; many lithic chusters moge from about 20 meters in dameter, the petipheral areas
can not be divided intu any distinet tpecific areas looking at the distribution pattern of Mr.Hotaka and Mt.Happy types. This
group of sites is Arato-Kivusenkidou Site, Hasbie Nishifyuku Site, and Amegatsutsumi Site. Another abe is as follows; a It
oflilhi:b]m:k.wnhmlsummmmmmdphddmmmknpanmdhlulmmmemiﬂmu:iwm
distribution pattern of Me.Hotaka and McIlappu types. This group of sites is the Sanwa Site aud the Shimefure Ushibuse

Site.

Now in categorizing the sireuler shaped lithic distribution, we cen conclade that there are two types at least, One is 2
derger cireular type and the other i a soaller circular one. It is considerably significnt that as for the larger ooe, a few
mes'y groeps probably shared the peripheral areas in their daly activities, such us in their atone tool peoduction, On the
achec bund, lookdng at the smaller oae. 1 think only ane “grouy” (an cxtended fmily) projbly occupied the paripbera arcas

in their daily activ
1 Faniviont te du Eurepen Usper Phacohtie
& Widely renged s i by

* Ui Archanciogies) Rescarch Fowabiion T4~ Shmohskods,
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