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"ANCIENT SEPULCHRAL MOUNDS IN KAUDZUKE.”

By Ernest Satow.

In the "Catalogue of Families,” there is abundant evidence to show that at a very early period an offshoot of
the imperial family had received the eastern part of Japan for its appanage, and this house seems to have
afterwards divided into two branches called Princes (kimi) of Kaudzuke and Shimotsuke, from which sprang many
other families. The first ancestor of them all was Toyo-ki-iri hiko, elder brother of the Iku-me-iri hiko, who
afterwards became Mikado, and is known in history as Suwi-nin Ten-wau. A legend narrated in the Ni-hon-gi tells
how their father loved both in such equal measure that he could not decide which of them to make his heir, and
he resolved therefore to let each tell him a dream, from which he would obtain auguries to guide his choice. The
two princes, having received his instructions, bathed themselves and said their prayers, and then going to sleep
dreamed each a dream. At daybreak the elder reported to his father that in his dream he had ascended a certain
hill, and turning to the east, eight times brandished his spear and eight times dealt a blow with his sword. The
younger then told his dream in turn.  He had ascended the same hill, and spreading a rope on all sides of him, had
hunted the sparrows that devoured the corn. From these two dreams it was naturally inferred that the gods
intended the elder to be governor of the Eastern Provinces and the younger to be monarch of the whole empire.
The latter was therefore recognized as heir to the throne, and the former appointed ruler of the Eastern Provinces.
These events took place in the 48th vear of Su-zhin Ten-wau, which, according to popular chronology, corresponds
to the year 50 B.C., but this date cannot be accepted with any more confidence than, let us say, the year 1184 B.
C. for the fall of Troy. The son of Toyo-ki-iri hiko was Ya-tsuna-da, who was in turn succeeded in the
governorship of the east by his son Hiko-sa-shima no miko, but the latter died on the way, just after setting out
from the capital to take possession of his office. The Easterners (some of whom may perhaps have come up to
Yamato to meet him) secretly carried off his body and buried it in the province of Kaudzuke. The Ni-hon-gi (from
which these notices are taken) goes on to say that Mi-moro-wake no miko, son of Hiko-sa-shima, was appointed
in the following year to take his father's place. This event is ascribed to the 56th year of Kei-kau Ten-wau or 126
A.D, according to the same fabulous chronology, and it adds that “the descendants of this prince, who was a wise
and benevolent ruler, exist in the eastern provinces to this day” (i.e. some time in the 8th century).

If it be admitted that the local tradition which identifies the central tumulus with the burial-place of
Mi-moro-wake no miko is authentic, then the conj of Ji haeologists that the tumulus in which so
much pottery was found is probably that of Toyo-ki-iri hiko, seems worthy of acceptance. On the west of
Mahebashi, at the village of Uheno, there was formerly a sepulchral mound said to be that of Toyo-ki-iri hiko, and
in Vol. 1. of the Kuwan-ko Dzu-setsu Mr. Ninagaha has figured a beautifully shaped vase found in it about the
end of the 18th century. The ornamentation of this vase so closely resembles that of the pottery dug up at
Ohomuro, that it is impossible not to conclude that the two mounds were constructed about the same period by
people of the same race. The burial place of Hiko-sa-shima, whose body was carried off by the inhabitants of this
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province, still remains to’ be discovered. The large number of sepulchral tumuli in this part of the province seems
to indicate the site of a town of considerable size, and on the north of the village of Ohomuroe in a commanding
situation is a piece of ground, where it would not be unreasonable to suppose that the great man of the locality had
a fortified residence. It is raised above the fields on the south, west and east sides, and surrounded entirely by
what was once a moat. Even in those portions of the moat which have been converted into paddy-fields, the outer
bank can still be traced with In adopting the view that these tumuli are really the burial
places of the above-named heroes of antiquity, 1 do not at all mean to support the correctness of the Japanese dates,
and the true age of the mounds must be determined by archaeologists who can give a well-based opinion as to the
probable date of the pottery which they have been found to contain.

“ANCIENT SEPULCHRAL MOUNDS IN KAUDZUKE" : 18804F 3 H. BHE & @i/ f ¥V ARLHT -4 R
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