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Summary

Clay Figurines of Gunma Prefecture in the Jomon Period
— Their Changes and Local Features —
by FUJIMAKI Yukio and ISHIZAKA Shigeru

Clay figurines were symbolic artifacts which were used at magical ceremonies in the Jomon
period. Their prevalence often differed with time and place in Japan. If we distinguish some
types of clay figurines or examine the differences between them, we will be able to better
understand the periodization of early society in which magic played an important role. That is the
main aim of this paper.

Accordingly, we have tried to analyze the logical ification and ic relations of
clay figurines of present day Gunma Prefecture. The results of our study am as follows:
1) Clay figurines appeared in the eastern Kanto District{ Central Japan )in the Incipient Jomon
period ecarlier than elsewhere in Japan. In the area of present day Gunma, they first appeared in
the Early Jomon period. They have been classified into a few types, which had systematic
relations to clay figurines of the same period of the Tohoku( the northeast of Honshu Jand Chubu
( the center of Honshu ) Districts. Clay figurines disappeared for a time at the end of the Early
Jomen period in Gunma, as elsewhere in the Kanto District.
2) In Gunma Prefecture, a small number of clay figurines existed in the Middle Jomon period.
They were styled after those of the Chubu and western Kanto Districts. They disappeared during
the end of the Middle Jomon period. In Chubu District, about 3,000 pieces of clay figurines have
been excavated up to now, and they account for 30 percent of all clay figurines in Japan. That is,
there is a possibility that the structure of the rituals in the area of present day Gunma is dlﬁemnl
from that of Chubu, which is approxi 100 kil to the . sep: d by
mountains and other geographical barriers.
3) In the first half of the Late Jomon period, clay figurines of at least three types appeared in the
area of present day Gunma. These were styled along lines of those from southern Tohoku
District, but they slowly disappeared. In the latter half of the Late Jomon period, new type clay
figurines appeared in the present day Gunma area. They were similar to those found in Tohoku,
and were made in large numbers. There was a clear line of demarcation between the latter half
and the first half of the Late Jomon period.
4) In the first half of the Final Jomon period, a few types had systematic relations to clay figurines
of the latter half of the Late Jomon period. In addition, there was another type which was copied
from Tohoku. In the latter half of the Final Jomon period, there were a few local types and a
unique type which had been styled from the eastern Kanto area. At that time, the influence of
the Tohoku area’s artisans was minimal. In the end of the Final Jomon period, there were only a
few clay figurines which had been copied from those of Chubu, and they subsequently went out of
use.

As a result, clay figurines found in Gunma Prefecture had systematic relations with those
districts, but these systematic relations varied with each stage in the Jomon peried. Next time,
we will analyze the social background of these local features of the present day Gunma area.

Key Words
Jomeon period, clay figurines, magic, early society, systematic relations, Gunma Prefecture,
local features, Tohoku District, Chubu District
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Summary

An Aspect of Formation of the Chieftain’s Mounded Tomb in the Kofun Period
— The Trends in the Imaijinja Mounded Tomb and the { ing It in M i
City, Gunma Prefecture —

by SAKAGUCHI Hajime *

This article aims to analyze the formation of the Imaijinja mounded tomb which is
located in Maehashi city, Gunma Prefecture by trends of the settlements and wet—rice fields
which were excavated around the tomb recently.

The Imaijinja mounded tomb has a 745 m length and Keyhole shapes and it is thought
to be from the late Sth century AD by chronological sequence of Haniwa earthenware
cylinders which were excavated in the ditch surrounding this tomb. In the area swrounding
the tomb, there are several tombs which continued from the 4th to the 7th century AD, but
the Keyhole shaped mounded tomb did not exist before the late 5th century AD. Then the
early cluster of mounded tombs appeared in the late 5th century AD and then some large
mounded tombs which have the Keyhole shapes appeared in the 6th century AD. That is,
this tomb is an epoch—making one in terms of the changes of tombs in this area.

By the way, several settlement sites have been cxcavned at the heights nelghbonng the

Iowhnds swrrounding the tomb, namely A i site, [ site,

i site and Imaihak site. In these sites, pit houses existed in
continuity from the dth to the 10th century AD, but they suddenly increased in the late 5th
century AD.

Moreover, a wet—rice fiekl which was covered with Mount Asama’s voleanic pumice in
1108 was excavated at Utsuboiyokaichi site which is located west of the Imaijinja mounded
tomb. It had been previously covered with a layer of Mount Haruna's volcanic ash in the
early 6th century AD and was identified as a wet- rice ficld by opal phytolith mlysls on the
site. In the lowland which is located between i ido site and Imaimichive site, a
layer which was covered with Mount Haruna's volcanic ash in the early 6th century AD was
identifiable as wet—rice field by opal phytolith analysis. So, cultivation of rice was begun
before or after the 6th century AD when Haruna’s volcanic ash was deposited and there is a

ibility that the beginning of cultivation of rice dates back to the 5th century AD in this
area.

Phenomena which happened in the late 5th century AD surrounding the tomb, are as
follows:

1) A type of large mounded tomb of the Keyhole shape appeared.
2) The number of pit houses sharply increased in the settlements,
3) There is a possibility that wet cultivation of rice began in the lowlands.

As a result, \n the late 5th century AD when the tomb was built, wet—rice ficlds
grew in this area. In another way, the Imaijinja
mounded tomb is a focal pomt in the development of wet—rice fields in the late 5th century

Key Words
Kofun period, Chieftain, Settlement, Wet—rice ficlds, Expansion, Mounded tomb

* Gunma Research Found: 784-2 Shi Oaza Hokkitsu— mura, Seta—gun

Gunma—ken Japan
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