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Gosaikusho Site

The name of this Gosaikusho workshop can be seen in an old map of Shuri from the early 18th
century, It is said that furnishing goods for the royal government may be produced at this
workshop. Today, the site is now the grounds of Josei Elementary School,but when the school building
was under construction in 1984, masonry drainage works were discovered together with a large
quantity of roof tiles and ceramies, revealing the existence of the Gosaikusho site. Later,in
2015, an excavation survey was conducted at the site.

The excavation survey showed that there were several layers of remains from different time periods
within one to two meters underground. First,the uppermost layer was that of laid stone from modern
period. Underneath, there were numerous stone columns, rockwork drainage and stone walls from the
Ryukyu Kingdom era. In addition, there ware remains of pillars and cluster of postholes uncovered in
the area,and it is believed that the site goes back to the Gusuku Period, before the Gosaikusho was
constructed here,

The excavation uncovered celadon and blue and white porcelain made in various areas of China such
as Longchuan and Jingdezhen during the l4th to the 16th centuries,as well as those made in Hizen
and other domestic areas during the early modern period. At the same time, Tsuboya pottery from
Okinawa have also been found, with characters for “Okinawa Prefecture” and “Josei” inscribed on the
uncovered bowls,

Also found in the excavation were numerous great green turban shells with the back of the shell
cut off,or with small holes near their apertures. It is believed that these shells were used as
material for the Raden or mother—of-pearl inlay for designs on lacquerware.

* Please do not enter the school grounds.
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Shuri-castle seen from Gosaikusho
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